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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS OF 


TRADE AND PLANTATIONS. | 


5.8 


R E © V 


O F 


His Majeſty's Subjects, the principal Inha- 
bitants of the Moiquito- Shore, in Ame- 
rica, &c. 


TO T HE 


Printed Pamphlet, intitled, The Defence of | 


Robert Hodgſon, E/q. late Superintendant, 
Agent, and Commander in Bow & of the 
Mo ö Ke. 

M Y L 0 RD 8, 

UR complaints id Mr. Hodgſon, and the State 


of Facts or Proofs accompanying them, under the 
rich of November, 1773, together with Mr. Hodgſon's 


Reply, which contains his real defence to thoſe com- 
plaints, and our Anſwer to that Reply, under the 3oth of 
January, 1776; have long fince received your Lordſhips 


final determination. Mr. Hodgſon has been diſmiſſed 


from the office of Superintendant ; and the colony, as the 


natural and neceflary conſequence of that diſmiſſion, has 
been reſtored to good- humour, perfect order, and real 


tranquility. On his attempting again to open this cauſe, 


in the month of May, 1778, we had the honour of ad- 


; dreſſing your Lordſhips by our Memorial of the 29th of | 


; „ that 


ES ( 2) 8 
dat month, ſtating our reaſons why he could not be 
heard by council; whereupon your Lordſhips were pleaſed 
to come to a reſolution, importing, that Mr. Hodgſon 
could only be heard upon new matter. Again, on the 
notice given by Mr. Cumberland to our agent, Mr. White, 
on the 25th of November laſt, That your Lordſhips 
** had conſented to hear Mr. Robert Hodgſon by his coun- 
bo „ ſel, in anſwer to two Memorials exhibited againſt him, 
e d the one on the 11th of November, 1773, and the other 
© on the 14th of June, 1775; to which he alledges, that 
« he has not yet ſet up any regular defence :” we applied 
to your Lordſhips by Memorial of the 2d of December 
laſt, ſtating the above proceedings; and thereupon re- 
queſted your Lordſhips to diſmiſs Mr. Hodgſon's preſent 
application. After giving in this Memorial, our agent 
was induced to believe, notwithſtanding the notice Mr. 
Cumberland bad given him, that the intended hearing 
was only agreeable to your Lordſhips, as meant to give 
an opportunity of making ſome decent apology for Mr. 
| Hodgſon, but without giving offence to us, to .the pre- 
ſent ſuperintendant, or to himſelf; and as he had no per- 
ſonal enmity to Mr. Hodgſon, and was perſuaded that 
were not vindictive, he conſented to be preſent at the 
bearing without counſel. For this purpoſe he attended 
your Lordſhips on the 1 5th of December laſt. But When 
Mr. Hodgſon's counſel requeſted that your Lordſhip's mi. 
"nuts might be read, as the ground for his future plead- 
ings; when that minute being read, authoriſed the coun- 
fel to anſwer and ſet up a defence againſt our complaints 
already replied to, anſwered, and adjudged ; and when 
| the counſel refuſed to communicate to our agent any part 
ol the plan or object of his oration, previous to his being 
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beard; Mr. White became juſtly alarmed at his being 
taken by ſurprize, and prayed your Lordſhips, agreeably 
to your Lordſhips reſolution in ſummer, 1778, that Mr. 
Hodgſon's preſent application might be diſmiſſed, as being 
directed againſt our complaints, and therefore impoſſible 
to contain new matter. Nevertheleſs your Lordſhips being 
inclined to hear the counſel, and Mr. White being pro- 
miſed a copy of the elaborate defence, to enable him to 
reply to it; he ſubmitted to your. Lordſhips pleaſure. 
| Now that this new defence has been heard and pub- 
liſhed, we beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips the very 
great hardſhip put upon us, in that our agent never was 
made acquainted with the Statement of Mr. Hodgſon's 
_ Grievances, nor with your Lordſhips two reſolutions fol- | 
lowing upon them, until the purport of the latter was pre- 
pared to be made known to all the world, in the 19th 
page of the preſent printed oration, viz. your Lordſhips 
reſolution of 6th January, 1778, Exculpating | ir, 
60 Hodgſon from the non- obedience imputed to him ;“ 
and your Lordſhips other reſolution of 1ſt July 1779, 
4 Apreeing to hear his Defence to our Charges” _ already | 


| heard and determined: for by this means Mr. Hodgſon 7 


has been enabled to take us by ſurprize, and employ, for 2 
che ſpace of four months, all the ingenuity of counſel to 
calumniate us to the public. We mention not this, a8 
being at any loſs to repel this freſh calumny, but merely 
to ſhew that we have not been completely informed of 
Mr. Hodgſon's proceedings; and that we are well founded 
in the concluſion we ſtill beg leave 10 inſiſt upon, namely, 
chat the preſent violent attack made upon us, under the 
colour of a Defence or Anſwer to our Complaints, ought 
to de diſmiſſed, agreeably to your Lordſhips reſolution 
following on our ſaid Memorial of the 29th of May, 1778, 


$3: We 


(4) 

We now proceed to the ſubſtance of the preſent Defence. 
Mr. Hodgſon in his former, which is his real and true 
Defence or Reply, boldly acknowleges in the pride of his 
heart the various charges brought againſt him, although he 
afterwards weakly attempts to diminiſh and fritter away 
the force and effect of his acknowlegements ; but in the 
Preſent he is aſſiſted by the ability of an eminent, learned, 
and ingenious counſel, who laudably, in the courſe of 
| his profeſſion, makes the moſt of his cauſe, and cautiouſly 
conceals and avoids the knowlege or avowal of any thing 
that may be detrimental to his client; or if it ſo happens 
that he cannot but avow the charge, he ably attempts to 
divert its force by ſuch legal diſtinctions and ingenious 
; ſurmiſes, as may render the confeſſion of the truth of as 
little uſe and ſervice as poſſible to his adverſaries. In the 
firſt inſtance, we convict our antagoniſt by his own con- 
ceſſions, admiſſions, and acknowlegements: in the latter 
we ate under the neceſſity of diſpelling the clouds and 
and miſts of legal arguments which conceal the truth, and 
darken our evidence. From hence your Lordſhips will 
readily perceive bow impoſlible it is, conſiſtently! with 
truth and juſtice, ever to admit this new and artificial 
Defence, or to cancel the genuineneſs and validity of the 
former, which is the real Defence of Mr. Hodgſon ; and 
which not only completes his conviction, but will ſerve 
| us at preſent to demoliſh and overthrow this new and ele- 
gant, but unſubſtantial fabric, within which he wants to 
- ſecure himſelf. ES | off 

On this, as on former occaſions, Mr. Hodglon com- 
mences his labours with an introduction or preface; and 
then proceeds in his Defence and Anſwers. Hence it is 
| that from the n acrimony of ele, ſentiment, and 

F 3 manner, 


430 

manner, in the beginning of this, we humbly gueſs the 
introduction to be the effort of Mr. Hodgſon's own natural 

warmth; whilſt from the ingenuity of the Anſwers, we 
impute them to his counſel. | 

In this exordium or introduction Mr. Hodgſon having 
mentioned his father as the firſt perſon diſtinguiſhed with 
any commiſſion, civil or military, on the Shore (a), ſets 

off with an exhibition of his merit as an engineer, and of 
his ſervices in ſurveying the Shore, and executing, by the 


appointment of his Majeſty's miniflers, the 15th article 
ol the treaty with Spain.—That he is a good engineer, 5 
proved from the ſchool-maſter's certificate in his appendix 


No. 2; and it will have all the weight it merits, whe- 


ther Mr. Mullar ever refuſed any ſuch or not. — The ex- 
| cellency of his ſurvey of the Shore will readily appear 


See page | 
2, of Mr. 
Hodgſon's 
printed i in- 
troduction. 


See Mr. | 
Hodz fois 
printed in- 
troduc- 

tion, p. 1 


from comparing it with other ſurveys, for its real merit is 


with us unknown.—' he applauſe likewiſe due to his 
| executing the 17th article of the treaty with Spain, will 
| beſt be diſcovered, when it is known what he really exe- 
cuted. This much we know, that this x7th article was 


conſidered by the Spaniards as meant to give them the 


dominion of the Shore; agreeably to which idea a Spa- 
niſh officer of diſtinction, ſoon after the peace, arrived 


there, and demanded poſſeſſion of it. 
was at that time Superintendant, who behaved upon the 


| occaſion with great prudence and propriety; and Mr. 


William Pitt, the father of the ſettlement during his life- 
| time, took the Spaniſh officer under his roof and protec- 


tion for one night, as the ſurf on the bar rendered his a 
return on ſhip-board gs but it . * 


> This aſſertion is refuted | in our Abu of the RR of Ja- | 
| a 1776, to the 5th page of Mr, Hodgſon's real Defence. 


4 


hls 


Captain Orway 


(6) 
his unequalled influence: over the Indians to effect this 
officer's preſervation, whilſt on land, and his fafe return 
to his veſſel next day, — For ſuſpecting his buſineſs, the 
Moſquito mea were ardent to reſent the injury, by mak- 
ing him a ſacrifice to their vengeance againſt the Spaniards. 


Yet in all this matter Mr. Hodgſon did nothing; and we 
| know of no other. Nevertheleſs it may be true, that Mr. 
Hodgſon, as hiſtoriographer of his own exploits, may 


| have told his tale to Mr. Wood, Lord Egremont, and 


General Conway, all of them moſt reſpectable characters; 
and from his own relation they may have been incliped to 


entertain the favourable ideas expreſſed of him in the im- 


perſect extracts from their ſeveral letters, as ſet forth in 
his Appendix, No. 3.— In this manner his ſervices might 


appear in England to be more important than they appeared 


. See Mr. 


, ” 


7 


. 


among us, who never heard of them; and in ſome meaſure 


10 1 e Recommendet him to be appointed (as he ſays) in 
introduc- 


F : tion, p. 35 


« 1767 Superintendant, Agent, and Commander in 
«© Chief of the Moſquito Shore, by a commiſſion i imme - 
« diately from his Majeſty.” There were, however, 
other means uſed at that time to obtain this appointment. 
By the means of Mr. George Hewm, one of our num- 
ber, he obtained the Indian Chief, General Tempeſt, 
| then in England, to ſolicit for him; and before Mr. 
Hewm returned to the Shore, General Tempeſt told him 
. that Mr. M* Lean, then under-ſecretary of ſtate, Had 
promiſed him that Mr. Hodgſon ſhould go out as Super- 


intendant. This matter is fully ſtated in our Anſwet'to 


me 2d page of Mr. Hodgſon's Reply, 3oth January, 1776; 
and there ue declare ourſelves ready, and offer to prove it. 


Whether there is any truth in the report of its having 
coſt him cool. in addition to that mode of * 


1 
Y : 


* , | * a 
$45 | 


* 
5 


4G:i27-3 


we do not at preſent enquire. — But however this matter 


be, and in whatever way this appointment was obtained, 
your Lordſhips know it was a very improper and imprac- 
ticable appointment at that time; and the Earl of Hillſ- 
borough, as ſoon as he afterwards came into the American 


_ office, reſcinded it, and gare Mr. Hodgſon the Ordinary 
| Offiial Letter upon that occaſion, which is the only au- 


his pretence ta the King's commiſſion, as Superintendant, 


Agent, and Commander in Chief of the Moſquito-Shore ; 
and notwithſtanding we ſo fully expoſed and refuted it in 


our Anſwer above mentioned of zoth January, 1776, to 


the 2d page of his Reply; even in oppoſition to his own 
acknowlegement in that Reply, of its being reſcinded and 
© annihilated by Lord Hillſborough ; he now reſumes it, 
, and impoſes it upon. your Lordſhips through the whole of 


| bis introduction, the better to enable bis lea learned counſel 


to rear up his Anſwer to our firſt Charge upon the ftilts of 
: 0 Mr. Hodgſon's prerogative, as Superintendant, Agent, and 


| Commander in Chief under bis "Ons 5 commiſſion and 
„ien manual. 


Having thus eſtabliſhed his own reputation, Mr. Hine: I 


i ſon proceeds in the next-place to exert his utmoſt." inven- 
tion in depreciating our's. 


For this purpoſe he defies © your | Lordſhips will Reit 


ee avoid ſuppoſing, that our's is an accuſation from the 
e whole ſettlement (6). But to obſerve that only the 


60 names of twenty: five ſettlers appear to our firſt Me- 


© If truth ſupports it, how. can your Lordſhips avoid it 1 


thority under which he ever acted as Superintendant. 25 
Vet ſuch is the unconquerable fortitude of Mr. Hodgſon 


| to perſiſt in error, that, notwithſtanding the abſurdity of 


(8) 


06 « Sel of whom Mr, John Pitt by a letter to him, 


e Appendix, No, 75, in effect wholly diſclaims being a 


e party to the accuſation (c) ;—that only Captain Lawrie 
« and two or three others remain alive of his accuſers (4); 
c. that the accuſations were firſt made to Sir William 


„ Trelawney in 1771, when the chiefs of his accuſers 


« were in a ſtate of revolt on the ſhore (e), Appendix, 
« No. 49 3— that it was ſo clandeſtinely made, that he did 
«© not know the contents till near three years after; and as 


| «to the proofs, he has not yet been able to ſee them (7); 


„that Sir William's anſwer to his accuſers was, that 
« the neceſſity for illegally erecting a body-politic ori- 


4 pinated in themſelves ; which was accompanied with a 
new commiſſion of the peace, Appendix, No. 51. They 
« acquieſced in the implied diſmiſſal of the charges a- 


00 Mr. Pitt's letter, No, 75, no where diſclaims being a party 


to the accuſation. It only ſays what we all ſay ; that neither he, 


nor any of the twenty-five ſettlers ſubſcribe either the Petition or 
State of Facts; but all the twenty-five . he WN au- 
thoriſed Mr. White to complain. | 


(ad) This is averment deſtitute of foundation. 


(e) Mr. Hog ſon alone was the FROM. of what he mae calls Re- 
yolt. 


0 f) Sir William Trelawney's Commiioner,/ Captain 3 | 

took the evidence. His aQting as ſuch could not be clandeſtine, or 
unknown to Mr, Hodgſon, as he applies to him as a magiſtrate pro- 
| perly qualified, to prevent us from holding a quarter ſeſſions; and 

that he had not the proofs for three years is clearly not our fault, 


as they were not in our power after delivery; nor was it in our 


"JOY, had Ty been in our power, to Term him with them, 


= « a | 


„ 
04 gainſt him, but rejected the new commiſſion (2). 


« At length the colony ſolicited him to aſſiſt in reſtoring. 


&« a legal government, Appendix, No. 53 (5). This was 
« jn 1773, when he accepted the confidence offered him; 
« and Lieutenant Governor Dalling cheerfully conſented 
© to co-operate in reſtoring order to the colony, Appendix, 


„No. 54 and 55,—He granted a new commiſſion of the 
« peace, and his approbation for electing a council, Ap- 
© pendix, No. 58. All the magiſtrates qualified but one, 


and a council was elected (i); but the ill humour of lead- 
ing perſons among / his accuſers, who had failed in an at- 


«* tempt to ſeduce him from his duty in oppoſing their 
« monopoly of four millions of acres on the ſhore, return- 
ed; (Appendix, No. 76 and 61, 62, 63, 64, 65 and 66) 
and brought about a ſecond Revolt, which continued for 
more than two years, in ſpite of two proclamations, 


* Appendix, No. 68 and 73. The occaſion of this ſecond 


Revolt was a difference of opinion with him about an 
„ oath for the new council, Appendix, No. 64, 65, and 
66. But this was only one of the pretences ; in both 
(g) We had never any anſwer from Sir William; ; nor did we ever 
acquieſce in any implied or real diſmiſſal of our charges mO_ 55 


Mr. Hodgſon. 


() The evidence of the colony fabeiting his affifiance i is No. i 
of the Appendix, It it a letter from five out of the twenty-five, 
whoſe names appear to the firſt Memorial, Thus when it 
ſerves Mr. Hodgſon's purpoſe, five of us only are ſufficient to 


prove to your Lordſhips, that the colony ſolicits his aſſiſtance ; 


but when theſe very five, and twenty more of us beſides, complain 


againſt him, then « your Lordſhips are ſolicited to avoid ſup- 
« poliag, that it is the accuſation of the whole ſettlement," 


Li) If ever they qualified, they never acted; as appears by his | 


detail! in page 9 


5 « Revolt 


. 


0. Revolis "his accuſers knew their miſcondu& ds 
4 force him to criminate them; in both they turned ac- 


e cuſers to anticipate accuſation (4). During the prelude to 


1 ſecond Revolt, his accuſers complained ; 3 the Revolt 


4 Was completed in September, and the memorial a- 
| 17 gainſt him, dated 11th November, 1773; but not able 
« to ſuggeſt any new topic of accuſation, they reiterated 


« their old charges, though Sir William Trelawney had 


' «6 ** reprimanded them, and they had acquieſced in the 
<& juſtice of his deciſion for almoſt two years; and in the 


0 latter part of this time they had ſolicited him, Mr. 


: « * Hodgſon, to accept of their confidence (1). Their 
complaint was conducted with ſecrecy ; and fo ſucceſs- 
ful were the deceitful meaſures, that he continued ig- 


„ norant of them near one year, and then they were diſ- 


6 cloted by accident, he deriving the knowledge of them 


(4) If it was a difference of opinion about the oath ; then it wat 
nat the ill humour of his accuſers that brought about the Revolt 5 


and if both Revoltwere only pretence, and aſſumed to anticipate 


accuſation ; then the numerous proofs here referred to in the Ap- 


pendix, are abſurd, and nugatory, for the purpoſe they were 


produced to ſerve. If none of theſe two was the cale, neither was 
the third 3 for we could not K 006 what we did not believe to 


oxiſt, 


O No occaſion . certainly for new matter: ; when the old 
matters were proved, and were of ſuch a nature as to render him 
wholly unworthy of occupying the place he held, We never were 
reprimanded, nor ever acquieſced. When we ſolicited him, five 
of us made the colony by his account; but when we complained 
of bim, twenty-five of us were inadequate to the whole ſettle - 
ment. Such is the „ of Mr. Hodgſon $ arithmetical com- 
putations. | | | | | 

wh vs from 


+ 
1 


0 11 | 
« from Sir Baſil Keith, who being poſſeſſed of very i im- 
perfect copies of the Memorial and State of Facts 1773. 
e permitted him to have them in his hands for five or ſix 
* days, from which he made a ſhort ſketch of obſervations 
* on the State of Facts which Sir Baſil adviſed him to 
« ſend home as a caveat againſt interveening prejudices. 
« But nothing could be farther from Sir Baſil's or his in- 


* tention, than that it ſhould be treated as his full de- 


t fence, or preclude him from making one (m). 
On his return to the ſhore, he wrote to Captain 


C „ Lawrie for a copy of his accuſation, who declined aQ- 


| T ing ſo openly, Appendix, No. 71 (). That, i in con- 


* ſequence of Memorial of 14th June, 1775, his accu- 


( x) No ſecreſy var obſerved, nor deceitful meaſures taken by 
us. But as Mr. Hodgſon derived the knowledge of our complaints 
from Sir Baſil Keith ſo early as July 1774, they were by no means 
imperfect; for Sir Baſil received the Memorial and State of Facts 
from our agent Mr. White, who tranſmitted them from London 


on the 22d of December 1773, tho' he did not ſend them out to 


us on the Shore, until 8th January 1774. They were equally per- 


fect and equally entire, as the originals given in to the Earl of : 


Dartmouth on the 11th November preceding. Wherefore it was 
owing ſolely to our frankneſs and openneſs in publiſhing our com- 
plaints to the Governor of Jamaica, that Mr. Hodgſon was ſo 
early and ſo fully provided with a knowledge of them. That his 


| ſketch of obſervations was meant for his full defence, will appear 


from the title page of it, and4 our Anſwer to it on zoth OY 
1776. | 

(z) His writing to Captain Lawrie could only be to take advan- 
vantage of him, as he had by his own account ſeen and anſwered 
the accuſation before; and the whole tenor of the correſpondence 


ſhews Mr. Hodglſon's captious n, which Mr. Lawrie very. 


: judiciouly avoids, 


tere : 


(o) The whole of this Memorial is whfunderSicd 
| ed originally upon a miſtake, that the Earl of Dartmouth intend- 
4 ed to return the proofs againſt Mr, Hodgſon to Jamaica; but had 
no ſhare whatever in calling him home. The importance of the 


En) 


© ſers obtained an order to call him home, 'Nbpandis, No. 


c 72 (o). On the 11th January, 1776, he obtained this order 
e from Mr. Ferguſon, who was appointed his locum 


s tenens by Sir Baſil Keith, Appendix, No. 74. On the 


« 3oth of the ſame month, the agent for his accuſers 
« preſented a Reply to his haſty Sketch. On the 7th May, 


1776, Lord George Germaine prefented to the Board 
«6.411 the foregoing papers, and informed, that it was 


« his Majeſty's pleaſure that they ſhout report what was 


d adviſeable to be done. Whilſt theſe papers were be- 
« fore the Board, Lord George was mifled by falſe in- 
& formation to believe that he, Mr. Hodgſon, had leſt the 
« Moſquito-Shore, but had not obeyed the order to come 
« home. About the ſame time the agent for his accuſers, 


te together with Captain Lawrie and Mr. James Mont- 


„ gomerie (P), attended and were diſcourſed with by your 
Lordſhips. What information they gave, the minutes 


* 


e proceed- 


complaints, the force of the evidence, and gas to e ſettle- | 
ment, were alone what called him home. 
(ep) We beg leave to appeal to the Right Hoboaable Lord 
0 George Germaine, and to ſuch of your Lordſhips as were at the 
Board at the time alluded to, for the entire juſtification of our 
agent, and of Captain Lawrie, and Mr. James Montgomerie, 
againſt ail the calumny ſo illiberally and groundleſs|y thrown out 
againſt them and us in p. 14, and the ſubſequent five pages of this 
introduction. The whole are the fertile ſuggeſtions of Mr. Hodg - 
x ſon's chimerical fancy ; nor did Mr. Lawrie appear at the Board, 
until called in on the 14th of May, 1776, at which time Mr —— 5 
G was diſmiſled. | | | | 


| 5 « of 


nnn. 
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80 
te of the Board do not explain; but he has 0 to believe 
« they were moſt active to encourage the Belief, as well of bis 
« having left the Shore, and of its being very much diſtreſſad for 
66 want of a ſuperintendant, as of a great alarm here among 


e the merchants on that account. It is no great matter of 
ce ſurprize to him, that your Lordſhips were impelled to a 


«« haſty decifion. Who could ſuppoſe that his accuſers, or 


« their agents would preſume to approach their Majeſty's Secre- 


« tary of State, or your Lordſhips, with the poſitive and confi- 


dent aſſertion of a falſehood ſo certain ta be finally detected? 


If too the facts were as repreſented, who could doubt 


the propriety of removing him, and appointing another 


c perſon to his office? &c. That reaſons like theſe did 


ce operate on your Lordſhips, he does not heſitate to ſug- . 


0 geſt; becauſe otherwiſe he ſhould be unable to recon- 


«ile the reſolution of the Board, which followed, with 
c the uſual juſtice and equity of its proceedings. Acting, 


« he will therefore venture to ſay, under he provecations 


40 * thus arifully raiſed on a falſe foundation, and confidently impoſed 
: 44 his Majelly's Secretary of State and your Lorajhips, when 
« he had neither friend nor agent authorized to contradict 


lug : 
e the calumny, no indeed informed of it or any other part 


«of the procedure; the Board on the 3d of July, (he ſhould, 


« have ſaid May) 1776, came to a reſolution againſt him, 


« « Accordingly he was immediately ſuperſeded, and Capt. 


Laturie, the leader of his accuſers, the leader alſo of two Re- 


tc volte, and as ſuch not only condemned by three different 1 
« Vernars of Jamaica, but included in proclamations in the ; 
« King s. name by two of them; completed the triumph of an 
66 unj aſi accuſation, by being named his ſucceſſor and be is 
4 to this moment enjoying the fruits of an employment, gained by 
66 the cruel miſrepreſentation of . an ab ſent and innocent man. 


6 * Though : 
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Though the orders for his return reached him on the 


e x1th of January, 1776, and he unremittingly endea- 
4 voured to meet with a veſſel to take his paſſage in, he 
ed was unable to leave the Shore till the 25th July fol- 
4 Jowing. la proſecuting his voyage he was driven on a 


« ſmall ſandy and deſert iſland, where he was detained two 
months; that he continued his courſe till there was no 


s alternative, but going into Bermudas or periſhing at 


« ſea: at Bermudas he waited ſix months, in vain watch- 


«ing for the means of a. paſſage home. At laſt he met 
with a little veſſel, and leaving Bermudas, he did not 


« ſtop till he reached London the 4th June, 1777. That 


4 he laid his grievancesbefore the noble Lord, at the head 


« of the American department, and through him they 


40 reached your Lordſhips. He proved that he had obey⸗ 95 


«ed the order to return home, &c. (repeating the ca- 


9 lumnies before ſet forth, and then concludes) Such 5 | 
detection of the manner in which the noble Lord at the 
c head of the American department and this honourable 
Board had been ſurpriſed into error, and precipitated in- 
4 to a premature deciſion, could not be heard without 
_ «6 aſtoniſhment. - The noble Lord firſt liſtened to the 
te ſtatement of his grievances ; and theſe being ſubmitted 


« tothe Board, your Lordſhips came to two reſolutions. 


* ſucceſſively in his favour. By the firſt, dated the 6th | 
« January, 1778, your Lordſhips exculpate him from the R 


t non-obedience imputed to him, by the information | 


+ ſtated to the Board, in their formier minute, which re- : 
„ commended the removal of him from his office. By 
the ſecond, dated the 1ſt of July 1779, your Lordſhips 

_ * haye gone a ſtep further towards his relief,” by agreeing 


*t hear his een to "the ng ed contained in the two. 


« acculntory | 


( 15 ) 


84 accuſatory Memorials of 11th November, 1773, and. 


"00; 14th June, 1775. It is in purſuance ok this laſt reſolu- 
« tion that he now comes before your Lordſhips for a full 
* hearing of his caſe, and he approaches your Lordſhips 
e wyyith a full confidence that when final judgment is pro- 
% nounced upon his actions, he will not depart from the 
„ Board, without ſuch an honourable teſtimony as will 


make him ample amends for the ſevere ſufferings to 


„ which he has been ſo long expoſed by the ae face 
©. ceſs ful inventions of unjuſt accuſer,” 


My 'Lords, whether we are unjuſt enters and whe- 
Fins Mr. Hodgſon is the innocent man, and entitled to 
the ample amends he ſo confidently expects, will beſt ap- 
pear from our following Reply; in which we ſhall have 


the honour of candidly ſtating to your Lordſhips the whole 


olf our conduct towards Mr. th and his nn 


towards us. 
8 to entering upon this: buſineſs, we beg leave 


to lay down a few incontrovertible facts, which will 


ſerve as leading principles to govern the future debate be- 


' tween us and Mr. Hodgſon, ee the e e 


we have laid againſt him. | 

Firſt, Whatever claims or rights, 50 to tha Moſquito: 
e may be latently exiſting, his Majeſty, or the go- 
vernment of Great Britain, hagatino time, antecedent to 
this controverſy, exerciſed any ſovereign dominion or ter- 
Bani juriſdiction over the Moſquito- Shore. 


Second, His, Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled on the Moſquits: ; 


5 Shore, have been always under the protection, control; 


and direction of his Majeſty' s Governor of Jamaica;; who ; | 
eſtabliſhed a magiſtracy there, conſiſting of juſtices. of 


peace, antecedent to the appointment or okiſtende of 7 
| Superintendant on the Shore. — 


1 | | | ; Third, 
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Third, That no  Superintendant ever. added on the 
Shore under the authority of any royal commiſſion or ſign 


manual of his Majeſty, but ſolely and only under an offi- 
_ cial letter from the ſecretary of ſtate, directing his cor- 
reſpondence to move through the channel of the Governor 


of Jamaica; under whoſe control and direction every 


ſuch Superintendant has ated, whilſt he continued to act 
properly and agreeably to the deſign, intention, and na- 


ture of his appointment. 


Fourth, That the office of Superintendant, at all times 

| e e this debate, was miniſterial and political, not 
civil and judicial. In conformity with this principle, 

Captain Hodgſon, the father of the preſent Mr. Hodgſon, 
and who was the firſt Superintendant appointed to the 
Shore; never was inveſted with any civil juriſdiction or 
authority over his Majeſty's ſubjects, nor ever thought = 
bimſelf any way injured by not being comprehended and 
taken into the number of magiſtrates executing the civil 
police. And although Captain Otway, afterwards Su- 
perintendant of the Shore, was a magiſtrate as well as 
Superintendant ; yet his authority and power as a magi- 
ſtrate was derived, like that of the other magiſtrates, from 
| the ſpecial appointment and commiſſion of the Governor 
of Jamaica; not from his appointment or nen cha- 
racter as Superintendant. 


Fifth, The civil, eccleſiaſtical, ad criminal juriſdic- 


tion eſtabliſhed on the Shore from the beginning by the 
Governor of Jamaica, has been uniformly and invariably, 
until the late reform and improvement of police there, 
comprehended in the Governor's commiſſion appointing 
juſtices of the peace; which juſtices have conftantly pre- 
| fided as judges in determining all civil ſuits, as well as 


e * 


(17-1. 
all faits reſpecting offences and miſdemeanors, belonging 
in other places of his Majeſty's dominions to the office of 
Juſtices only; and were in uſe to ſuperintend the admi- 
niſtration of the effects and eſtates of perſons deceaſed, as 


ſupplying the place of a en from the eccleſiaſtical 
court. 


We likewiſe beg le to premiſe, that the papers, 
making up the ſeventy- ſeven pieces of evidence in Mr. : 
Hodgſon's Appendix, not having been communicated to 
the colony on the Moſquito-Shore ; it is impoſſible our 
agent can judge of the truth and reCtitude of the copies of 
ſuch of them as reſpect us, or point out any inaccuracies 
or miſtakes that may have been made in tranſcribing them; 
therefore, taking them as they ſtand at preſent, we reſerve 


to ourſelves the liberty of pointing out to your Lordſhips : 


any errors they may be found to contain at m7 time 


| hereafter, 


And now to proceed to our Reply. 6 
The 17th article of the Treaty of Paris in 1763, and 
the very extraordinary and miſtaken manner of i interpreting 


that article on our ſide, was by far the greateſt injury our 


ſettlement had ever ſuffered on the Moſquito-Shore. In 


conſequence of this article, the fort or blockhouſe at Black 


| River was demoliſhed, and the detachment of Britiſh 


troops withdrawn from thence to Jamaica. This manage- 


ment not only laid us open to the inſults of the Spaniards, 
but excited deſertion in our negroes, and deterred new 


and ſubſtantial ſettlers from coming amongſt us; ; as well 
as greatly weakened our influence among the Indians. It 
was even more eſſentially burtful ; for it expreſſed in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, on the part of the crown, a relinquiſh- 
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ment of every right or pretence of right to the forming 
and eſtabliſhing a Britiſh colony there, in any other form 
than the precarious one ſubmitted to in the Bay of Hon- 
duras. In this diſtreſs, and preferring a diſtinct and fixed 
government on the Shore, to a dependence on the go- 
vernment or governor of Jamaica; as the wants or in- 
tereſts of any ſettlement which depends upon another, are 


| liable to be leſs underſtood, and not ſo well attended to, 


as when regulated and directed within itſelf: we addreſſed, 
in May, 1760, a petition to the King, and a letter to the 


late Earl of Chatham, as exhibited by Mr. Hodgſon in his 
Appendix, No. 4 and 5; and committed them to the care 
ol Mr. George Hewm, who was then taking his paſſage 

for London, having the Indian chief, General Tempeſt, in 1 


his company. Mr. Hewm afterwards gave this petition 


and the public papers to Mr. Hodgſon in England, and 


wrote to him the letter in Mr. Hodgſon's Appendix, 
No. 6; which letter Mr. Hodgſon now exhibits, as a 


proof of the high eſteem we had of his merit and abilities 
at that time. Now we beg leave to ſubmit to your Lord- 
' ſhips, that Mr. Hewm's letter can go no farther than what 


reſpects himſelf, and what his ſentiments were at the time 


be wrote it; but in no ſhape can carry our approbation a- 
long with it. Were Mr. Hewm now living, he would 


fully explain the cauſe and reaſon of his ſigning this letter; : 


or had this letter been publiſhed on the Moſquito- Sbore, f 


there we ſhould {till beable to explain it. But at London, | 
and at this diſtance from the event, we can only upon the 


preſent ſpur of occaſion ſabmit el few obſervations to 


your Lordſhips, 

It appears by our anſwer to » Mr. Hodgſon 8 Reply, 3oth 
e 1770, winch PT was Mr. Hodgſon 8 real de- 
tence 5 


(18: 

| fence z That Mr Hewm, at the requeſt of Mr. Hodgſon, 
committed to him the care and direction of General 
Tempeſt, in order that he might make uſe of him in ſoli- 
citing his appointment to the ſuperintendency. His friend- 
ſhip to Mr. William Pitt on the Shore, not his eſteem or 
regard for Mr. Hodgſon, induced him to comply with Mr, 
Hodgſon's warm ſolicitations on this head. That part of 


Mr. Hodg- 
ſon's real 

defence or 
Reply, dat- 


ed zoth 
Jun: 170 


our anſwer to Mr. Hodgſon's real defence, was wrote im- 


mediately under the direction, and with the fulleſt appro- 


bation of Mr. Hewm, who was then in London, and ready ö 


to juſtify it. This letter of Mr. Hewm, and the papers 
delivered with it to Mr. Hodgſon, were clearly connected 
with his views of promotion; as tending to raiſe Mr. 

Hodgſon's conſequence in the eyes of the miniſter, and by 
that means forward his proſpeCt to the ſuperintendency. 


For this reaſon we are ſtrongly inclined to think, that this 


letter was compoſed by Mr, Hodgſon ; and being ſo ma- 
nufactured, he prevailed on Mr, Hewm to ſign it. What 


\ ſerves to confirm us in this idea is, that the ſtyle and man- 


ner of the letter is very unlike Mr. Hewm's ; and what 
will go much to clear this doubt will be, to produce the 


letter itſelf. For if it is wrote by Mr. Hewm, it will 


appear to have been a deliberate act of his own ; but if in 


the hand-writing of Mr, Hodgſon, we ſhall be confirmed 


in the opinion, that he himſelf founded his own praiſe 


under the coverture of Mr. Hewm's name, and that Mr, 
Hewm ſigned it without having any other point in view, 
than forwarding the buſineſs he was intruſted with, as con- 


s 4». 


_ ceiving Mr. Hodgſon better acquainted with the public 


| offices and his Majeſty's miniſters, than himſelf, Yet 


taking the letter in its utmoſt extent, it can only aſcertain | 
Mr, Hewm's opinion of Mr. Hodgſon at that time, which 
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he had great reaſon to alter afterwards; but leaves all che 


other members of the colony wholly out of the queſtion. 
Although Mr. Hodgſon made no progreſs whatever in our 
affairs committed to him at London by Mr. Hewm, he never- 
theleſs ſucceeded in his own ; and being appointed ſuper- 
indent by the Earl of Hillſborough's efficial letter of the 20th 
of February, 1768, he arrived on the Shore about the 


month of July following, and-publiſhed a proclamation in 


the King's name, as ſet forth in his Appendix, No. 7, 


and dated 25th of July, 1768, declaring the“ royal will 


sand pleaſure to be, that all Magiſtrates, &c. go on and 
continue in the ſame ſtate without alteration, until the 
te ſaid royal will and pleaſure be made known.” This extra- 
ordinary proclamation naturally attracted our attention, as 


it intimated that the exerciſe of the royal will and plea- 


ſure was transferred from the Governor of Jamaica to 
Mr. Hodgſon ; and we naturally expected, that he would 


produce to the colony ſome new and very extraordinary 


powers, veſting him with this new and very extraordinary 
character. But ſoon after this, when he conveened an 
aſſembly or congreſs of the people, and aſſumed the power 
of erecting a new government, and inſtituting a new 


ſyſtem of juriſprudence, by exerting his utmoſt efforts to 


elect a council of twelve perſons as mentioned in our Memo- 


rial and State of Facts, under the firſt article of the firſt 
general head of charge ; without being able to produce 
any other authority for ſo doing, than the official letter 


above mentioned: We oppoſed him and his plan, becauſe 
in attempting to create ſuch a council, and inſtitute ſuch 


a a police, he oppoſed and revolted againſt the royal will and 


pleaſure, in thus endeavouring to alter the known and 
eſtabliſhed order of the ſettlement, which had ever re- 


mained 


1 


mained under the authority, controul, and direction of 
the Governor of Jamaica. We wiſhed for a ſeperate go- 
vernment of our own, independent of Jamaica; we had 
applied for it, and our application was regular: but as 


we had not obtained it in this way, we would not aid 


and ſupport him in obtaining it illegally, This was the 


firſt revolt that ever happened on the Shore, and Mr. 


Hodgſon was the author of it; but that it did not ſucceed, 
was owing not to Mr, Hodgſon, but ſolely to us. In vain 


does Mr. Hodgſon pretend to ſcreen himſelf, under the 
act of council, of the 14th of June, 1744, as ſet forth in 


his Appendix, No. 1. That act has relation only to the 
Bay of Honduras; it never took effect; and if it had, had 
been of no more authority on the Moſquito-Shore in _ 


1768, than an act of council in William the Conquetor's 
time, To ſtill leſs purpoſe does he cite in his Appendix, 
No. 8, 9, IO, II, and 12, his public memorandum, bis no- 


tiſication, and his three proclamations: for papers and 


| Proclamations made by Mr. Hodgſon, and produced by 


him to exculpate himſelf, at this late period and remote 


diſtance from the ſcene of action, unauthenticated eſpe- 
cially by any other perſon, cannot, we humbly ſubmit to 


your Lordſhips, prove any thing. But ſuppoſing, for ar- 


 gument's fake only, what he advances in his real Reply 
and Defence to our firlt charge to be fairly ſtated, name- 
ly,“ That the meeting in Auguſt, 1768, after his giv- 
e ing up to their defire the power of appointing ſix of the 
council on behalf of the King as was at ſirſt propoſed, 
broke up in perfect agreement; and the reſult was a 
&© proclamation to elect the twelve ;” 
would this be of Mr. Hodgſon's offence ? Or what would 
it prove? Would it not 
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fon had offended, had ated illegally, and uſurped the pie 
and province of the Governor of Jamaica? Would it not 
be a farther aggravation of his crime, that he had ſeduced 


and prevailed on the colony to join with him in this re- 


volt and uſurpation ? That we never joined him is de- 
monſtrably proved to your Lordſhips, by his never having 


been able to carry his plan into execution, notwithſtanding 


his moſt indefatigable labours to effect it, by canvaſſing 


and courting the people from the one end of the Shore to 


the other, and by all his procraſtinating memorandums, 


notifications, and proclamations, the better to give him 


time to accompliſh it: all which had taken place ſoon 


after his arrival in July, 1768, and continued in effort 


until about the 28th of February, 1769 ; his laſt procla- 
mation, No. 12, being dated the 18th of that montb, 
which poſtpones the election till the 28th of the ſame. 
In the courſe of theſe manœuvres, we remained aſto- 
niſhed at the matchleſs fortitude of Mr. Hodgſon, who 
having only ſhewn to us the Earl of Hillſborough's official 
letter, aſſumed to himſelf without any authority, an inde- 


pendent command over us; aſſumed to confirm by his 
proclamation, 25th July, 1768, the Governor of Jamai- 


ca's appointments of magiſtrates; and thus perſiſted to 


erect a new ſyſtem of police and government on the Shore. 
At laſt we determined to apply to Jamaica for information 


and advice in this matter, and Captain Lawrie, at our re- 


queſt, wrote the letter, No. 13. in Mr. Hodgſon's Appen- 


dix, to Thomas Trelawney, Efq. the Governor's brother, 


then Captain of Fort Auguſta at Jamaica, and afterwards 
the Governor's ſecretary: this we beg leave to ſubmit to 


your Lordſhips, as expreſſing our ſentiments and ſituation 


at that time, This letter having been communicated to 


Governor 
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Governor Trelawney, his ſecretary Colonel Trelawney 
wrote in return to Captain Lawrie, that this ſuperintendant 


was as much under the Governor of Jamaica, as any of 
his predeceſſors; and therewith ſent him a copy of the 


Earl of Hillſborough's inſtructions, or official letter, to Mr, 


_ Hodgſon. This anſwer effeQually broke Mr. Hodgſon's 


plan of inſtituting by his own authority a new ſyſtem of 
government upon the Shore; as we became firmer than 


ever in our ſentiments of doing nothing of this kind with- 
out the approbation of the Governor of Jamaica. Irritated 
at this diſappointment, and what Sir William Trelawney 

had wrote to him upon it, he wrote his letter to Captain 


Lawrie, of 28th July, 1769, as mentioned in his Appen- 
dix, No. 14; with which the colony being made ac- 
quainted, as alſo that he had wrote diſreſpectfully of him 


in his diſpatches to Jamaica, they in juſtice to them 

ſelves, prepared an addreſs to the Governor, in juſtifica- 5 
tion of Captain Lawrie, and ſtated more fully the matters ; 
he had wrote upon to Mr. I homas Trelawney. Mr. 


Hodgſon getting intelizgence of this addreſs, and appre- 
henfive of the conſequences of it; conveened the ſettle- 
ment at Black River in Auguſt following, 3 in order to 
prevent its being carried into execution. At this meeting 


he attempted to maintain his independency of the Governor 
of Jamaica, notwithſtanding the recent advices received 


from him. But finding no perſon whatever to ſupport 


See our 


Anſwer to 


Mr. Hodg- 
ſon's real 
Defence, 
or Reply 
to the 3d 
Art. of our 


iſt general 


head of 

charge, 

zoth Jan. | 
1776. 


him, and that Captain Lawrie was juſtified by all; he pub- 


licly acknowledged that he was perfectly convinced Captain 
Lawrie had wrote the ſentiments of the colony, and if 


they would not ſend up their preſent addreſs to the Go- 


vernor, he would write ſuch a letter of apology, as ſhould 
be agreeable to Captain Lawrie : or if he took any excep- 


. tions 
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tions to it, he would alter it to his contentment. This 


- Propoſition Captain Lawrie accepted of; the meeting, like- 


wiſe, at the earneſt Intreatics of Mr. Hodgſon, agreed to 


ſuppreſs their addreſs to the Governor of Jamaica; and 
for the ſake of expected peace and union, conſented to Mr. 


Hodgſon's propoſition of again repreſenting their ſituation 


to the throne. Mr. Hodgſon in his real defence, which 


This No. 
15. of Mr. 


Hod gſon's 


Appen- 
dix, cor- 
oborates, 
ſtrengtu- 
ens, and 
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the proof 
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the zd ar- 
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we have anſwered, 3oth January, 1776, inſiſts upon this 


meeting having been held in Auguſt, 1770; but he now 


agrees with us, and admits it to have taken place on the 


7th of Auguſt, 1769; and in his Appendix, No. 15, he 


produces a ſpeech which he made to the inhabitants at 
that time. This ſpeech not only corroborates our accuſa- 
tions againſt him in general, but demonſtrates to your 
Lordſhips the facility with which he can aſſume a charac- 

ter, and enforce it upon his audience, in oppoſition to 
his own certain knowledge, and the only authority and 
inſtructions under which he ever acted in a public cha- 
racter on the Shore. Mr. Hodgſon neither at this time, 

nor at any other during his public exiſtence on the Shore, 
had any power, commiſſion, or authority, but what he 
derived from the Earl of Hillſborough's official letter, 

of the 20th February, 1768, as above mentioned. This 


Letter not only gives him no power of being the channel 
of conveyance to the ſtate, but reftricts him to correſpond 


through the channel of the Governor of Jamaica. In 
direct oppoſition to this order, however, and to his own 


knowledge of duty in this repect, he inſtructs, teaches, 


and perſuades the colony as follows: I have to acquaint 


you that the channel for conveying information, relating 


© to the ſtate of this ſettlement to the Crown, is now 
„ open ; a channel with which you have been already made 
s acquainted, 
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& acquainted, and which is direfied and ordered by the King, 
& who has commanded me to tranſmit to the Secretary of State, 


 & for his Majeſty, all matters of uſeful information relating 


& #9 the internal ſlate of the ſettlement. 

« In purſuance of this part of my inſtructions 1 now ſay, 
« make me acquainted with your wants and deſires, and I will, 
ce with the utmoſt alacrity, give my aſſiſtance to put them into 


form and method, and will certainly tranſmit them by 


* the Channel that is already mentioned. 


I have to add, that as the King in his royal wiſdom has 
| « determined upon and eſtabliſhed this channel, it muſt require 
ce new directions from him before any other can be made uſe of 


* with propriety; and even if, after a length of time, an- 
a other ſhould be obtained, it could not be /o certain, ” Ts 
& or fo defirable. | 

&« Therefore I repeat to you, gentlemen, that if you make 


„ Fnown to me the diflreſs and ſlate of the ſettlement, they 
Fe ſhall be tranſmitted, in order to be laid before his Majeſty, 
( without delay; and I have no doubt but that in his royal 


& wiſdom and paternal love for his people, he will lend a ready 


far to your requeſt, and order every ror e for mw - 
« ſupport and comfort.“ 


We humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, what credit can 
be given to the ſtrongeſt aſſeverations of this gentleman, 


who makes ſo free with Majeſty itſelf ; and in oppoſition 


to the miniſter's inſtructions, directing him to correſpond 


through the Governor of Jamaica, teaches and perſuades 
the people, that the King himſelf had commanded him to 


tranſmit all matters of information through the Secretary of 
State ; and that as the King in his royal wiſdom has de- 


55 termined upon and e{tabliſhed this channel, it muſt re- 


quice. new directions from him before any other can be 
| made 
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made uſe of with propriety ; and even if, after a length 
of time, another ſhould be obtained, it could not be ſ% cer- 
tain, fo direct, or ſo defirable. — Could he more effectually 
| detach the reſpect and obedience of the people from the 
Governor of Jamaica, and fix it towards himiclf? Could 
| he more groſsly inſult his Sovereign, and affront the mi- 
niſter, than by making uſe of the King's name and antho- 
rity as a ſanction for his perverting the minds of the 
people, and diſobeying his orders? Yet after going through 
all the numbers of his Appendix, your Lordſhips will 
find this gentleman's word alone oppoſed to the evidence 
of all our charges againſt him; in which he allo an Þ 
_ oppoſes and contradicts himſelf. 
| This meeting was held on the 7th of Auguſt ; and on 
the 8th of ſame month, Mr. Hodgſon wrote his letter of 
apology to Captain Lawrie, who, not having the petulant 
ſpirit of Mr. Hodgſon, good-naturedly accepted of it, 
and returned him an anſwer the ſame day, acquainting 
him that it was to his ſatisfaction; and that the letter, or 
_ addreſs, from the public ſhould be heard of no more. 
Theſe letters make up the roth and 9 9 8 Numbers of 
Mr. Hodgſon's Appendix. | 
In proſecution of this plan of Mr. Hodgſon' 6, it cannot | 
be doubted but with the utmoſt alacrity he gave his aſſiſiance 
in putting the petition to the King which followed upon it into 
form and method; and agreeably to this form and method 
your Lordfhip's will find Mr. Hodgſon's account of it 
under the 17th and 27th of October owing, in his 
Appendix, No. 26, 27, and 28, 

The next buſineſs we had with Mr. Hodgſon, keeping 
in v view the order of time in his Appendix, was reſpecting 
| the N of Don Joſeppe de Nara, the Spaniſh Go- 

. vernor 


„ 


vernor of Cartago, to extirpate all his Majeſty's ſubjects 


from the Moſquito-Shore. This conſpiracy commenced 
about ſpring 1769, and was detected and prevented in 
the courſe of the autumn following. Mr. Hodgſon is 
charged with being ſo blameably inattentive, remiſs, and 
negligent in his duty, as not to have the ſmalleſt degree 


See the 
iſ article 
of our 3d 
general 
head of 
charge. 


of merit in detecting it. The ſettlement alone was active; 
and at laſt Mr. Gilibert ſucceeded in making a full and 


clear diſcovery, by obtaining from Admiral Dillſon, the 
Moſquito-chief, one of Don Joſeppe de Nava's letters to 
him, identifying and proving the whole. Now the letters 
produced by Mr. Hodgſon, in his Appendix, No. 18, 19, 
and 20, prove nothing but reports and alarms, fears and 
apprehenſions, which the writers of them were under on 
the Lith and 16th of September, 1769.— The Memorial 
from the windward coaſt of the Moſquito-Shore to Sir 
William Trelawney, No. 21 of the Appendix, 1s dated 

| the 7th of October, 1769, and is ſigned by twenty-nine 
Britiſh ſubjects. It declares all the information they had 
then been able to obtain from the Indians; but nothing 
was even then obtained to fix it upon the Spaniards. They 
only ſay, „That by Admiral Dillſon's behaviour in ge- 
„ neral, as well as a former interview with Jeſper Hall, 
e and Dillſon refuſing to ſhew the letters that came from 
„ the Spaniards, they have great reaſon to ſuſpect that he 
eis inclinable to the Spaniards.” So that even fo late as 
the 7th of October no detection had been made, nor no 
proof obtained, to fix this conſpiracy upon the Spaniards, 
A bare denial on their part overſet all the reports and dil- 


coveries which hitherto had been made. And yet Mr. 


Bartholomew Gilibert had the addreſs to obtain from 


Admiral Dillſon, Don Joſeppe de Nava's letter to him of 
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the 23d of May preceding, which fixes and proves the 


conſpiracy upon him, time enough to ſend a copy of it, 


along with the above Memorial, to the Governor of Ja- 


about or aſter the time that the conſpiracy was diſcovered 
by Mr. Gilibert, and an account of it ſent over to Sir 
William Trelawney. His letter, under the ſame date, to 


maica. It farther appears, by Mr. Hodgſon's three letters 
in his Appendix, No. 22, 23, and 24, dated the gth of 
October, and addreſſed to Meſſts. Patterſon, Pott, and 


Tonaſton, in anſwer to what they had wrote him, as 
above, on the 11th and 16th of September; that he was 


ſtill at Black River, and writing letters to windward, 


Admiral Dillſon, No. 25 of his Appendix, is a ſpecimen 


This No. 


„ 31, of Mr. 


Hodgſon's 
ſaid Ap- 
pendix, 
corrobo- 
rates, 


*  Rtrength- 


ens and 
confirms 
the proof 
attending 
the 4th ar- 


of his ability in writing to, and conciliating the affections 
of Indian chiefs; and it is a very ſubſtantial proof, that 
no friendſhip or reſpect had ſubſiſted between him and this 
chief, previous to the Spaniſſi conſpiracy. We therefore 
beg leave to refer to our Anſwer to Mr. Hodgſon's real 
5 Reply and Defence, to the firſt article of our third gene- 
ral head of charge, under the Zoth of January, 1776, 
and humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that the above 
productions exhibited at this time by Mr. Hodgſon upon 
this ſubject, ſerve only to aſcertain and confirm the Wome 


of that article. 
On the 5th of April, 1770, Mr. Hodgſon, by his 


notification, proclamation, or legiſlative act of power, as 


ſet forth in his Appendix, No. 31, afſumed a ſovereign 
and deſpotic authority over all the Indian territory on the 
Moſquito- Shore, by requiring and directing all titles to 
lands there to be regiſtered, that the validity of their 
claims might be examined, declaring the neglect of ſuch © 


regiſtration a lorſeiture; and that no ſuture bargains, 


pits . 


rr 


He I 


plicable to the invidious innuendo Mr. Hodgſon draws from Defence, 
it, reſpecting the King's right to the Moſquito Shore; or 

of coaleſcing with the Superintendant in any undue man- 
5 ner. The King's right is not touched upon; but a mat- 
ter of fact mentioned, viz. “ That the ceding of the 
„ Moſquito-Shore to Britain was never accepted of; for 

c had it been ſo, its ſubjects there had been protected as 


( 29) 
gifts, or grants, ſhould be valid without his ratification. 
—All this atchieved out of his mere will and pleaſure 
No complaint from the Indian king and chiefs—No con- 
ſultation with the colony—No direction from the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica—No command from his Majeſty, or 


his miniſters here—But the whole proceeding from the 


imperious pleaſure of this ſelf-created ſovereign, Mr. 


Hodgſon, the Superintendant, This matter is fully dif- 


cuſſed in our Anſwer to Mr. Hodgſon's Reply to the 4th 
article of our firſt general head of charge, 3oth January, 
1776, to which we refer. Yet Mr. Hodgſon now ab- 


ſurdly produces in his Appendix, No. 56 and 57, two 


letters, viz. one from four proprietors of Indian lands, 


ticle of the 


ilt general 


head of 
charge in 
the colo- 
ny-Memo- 
rial of 11 
Nov. 1773s 


viz, No. 7, 


in the 
State of 
Facts. | 


the lands purchaſed the year ſubſequent to his proclama- | 
tion, and the letter wrote in February 1773; the other a 


letter from himſelf, in anſwer to the former, dated in 


April following ; and theſe as a kind of apology for his 
inexcuſable conduct upon that occaſion. — The firſt of 


theſe, we ſubmit to your Lordſhips, contains nothing ap- 


& Britons.” As to their coaleſcing; they generoully offer 


See Mr. 


Hodgſon's 


artificial 


P+ 5 f 


him, after they and all the colony bad been ſo long and 
ſo highly injured by him, to be reconciled and united to 
him; and requeſt him, for the welfare of himſelf and the 
5 colony, that he will alter his ſentiments of injuring them 
in their property, and fall upon a more laudable plan, in 
_ which he may not only depend on their concurrence, but 
= | on 
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on every aſſiſtance in their power. We Ebene ſubmit, 
whether the anſwer from Mr. Hodgſon is not ſuch as 
muſt naturally excite their reſentment z and as to what 
he ſays of his having rejected a concern in their purchaſe, 
they have always declared, that his malevolence towards 
them in particular was raiſed and increaſed from their re- 
fuſing him any ſhare in it; and we believe they know 
him ſo thocoughly, that he is the laſt man on earth they 
would ever unite with in matters of property. But re- 
ſpeQing the proprietors of theſe lands; they moſtly reſide 
in Great Britain ; they early complained ro the miniſter 
of Mr. Hodgſon's interference with their property. Their 
number is about twenty-two. We leave them to defend 
their rights; and ſhall only obſerve, that the purchaſe _ 
thus divided 1s ea A {maller than Mr. Hoogion' 3 
acquiſitions. - 

On the 25th of OR 1770, Mr. Hodgſon at- 

tempted to intimidate the magiſtrates who were regularly 
and legally appointed under the Governor of Jamaica's | 
commiſſion, from acting in their proper functions of juſ- 
tices of the peace at the quarter- ſeſſions held on the 
Moſquito-Shore ; and, in the King's name, forbid _ 
Lawrie to fit with them on the bench. 

In this inſtance Mr. Hodgſon, Tt no ite 
aſſumed the power of ſupetſeding the Governor of Ja 
maica's commiſſion, and of degrading particular magi- 
| Nrates in the King's name; and that in oppoſition to the 
ſentiment and opinion of the magiſtrates and colony. 


The whole of this makes the 5th article of our firſt ge- 


neral head of charge againſt Mr. Hodgſon, proved by the 
_ oath of Mr, Morris, clerk of the peace, who ſwears to 
Mr, Hodgſon's letter of intimidation : but in placing this 


(. 31-2 


in our Memorial and State of Facts of th N aver, 


1773, the letter was erroneouſly conceived to be addrefled . 


to Mr. Hewlett, and the poſtcript to Captain Lawrie, — 
Mr. Hodgſon, in his Reply or real Defence, denies his 
having wrote any ſuch letter to Mr. Hewlett, but acknow- 
leges the writing of it to Captain Lawrie. To this our 


| Anſwer (3oth January, 1776) was, that this Reply was 
an admiſſion of the charge; for the letter, whether ad- 
dreſſed to Mr. Hewlett or to Captain Lawrie, - was only 
produced as a piece of evidence of his intimidating the 


Juſtices ; and. that Mr. Hodgſon was behaving ill, and 
not Captain Lawrie, appeared not only from the letter 


itſelf, Mr. Hodgſon being then no juſtice, but from the 


deciſion the quarter - ſeſſions gave upon the occaſion, where 


Mr. William Pitt preſided, and collected the univerſal 


ſuffrages of the public, who united with himſelf and the i 


juſtices in declaring that Capt. Lawrie ſhould fit as a ma- 
giſtrate, in deſiance of Mr. Hodgſon's prohibition: and 


we then farther offered to prove, that Capt. Lawrie was 


at that time a juſtice of peace by a ſpecial commiſſion from 


the Governor of Jamaica, which had not been in any ſhape | 


ſuperſeded. 
Mr. Hodgſon now eds 4 in his 1 No, 3s 
his proclamation, authorizing the juſtices to act; — and 
No. 29 and 32, the juſtices precepts. acting under this 
authority; — and No. 3o, minutes of a quarter-ſeſſion 
wherein Captain Lawrie fits as a juſtice; — and No. 33, 


Capt. Lawrie's letter to Mr. Hodgſon ; and that to prove 


Mr. William Pitt was not preſent at the quarter-ſeſſions, 
and of courle that Mr, Morris's evidence above referred to 
is falle, 
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Now, my Lords, we ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that 
Mr. Hodgſon's proclamation, No. 7, is the cleareſt and 
ſtrongeſt evidence poſſible of his aſſuming, moſt illegally 
and imperiouſly, not only the function, province, au- 
thority, and right of the Governor of Jamaica, but even 


a ſuperiority and command over him; that the precepts, 
No. 29 and 32, are not only inflances of his continuing 
to claim and infiſt upon this illegal power, but of the pu- 
| Glanimous good-nature and condeſcenſion of the magi- 
ſtrates to this turbulent man, in ſubmitting to his futile 


and illegal authority. — That Captain Lawrie had a right 
to fit at the quarter-ſeſſions and that his letter, No. 33, 


is perfectly conſiſtent with Mr. Morris's evidence, which 
repreſents Mr. William Pitt as being preſent at this quar- 
ter- ſeſſions; for Captain Lawrie's words are, „Sir, as I 
'& find Mr. Pitt will not fit at the court, I find I ſhall be 


* under the neceſſity of being there, other wiſe a Kop will 


« be put to the courſe of juſtice.” Now from the terms 
of this letter, I find I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 


being there,” it is moſt certain he was not there, or 

in the court, at the time he wrote it. It is equally clear, 
that it was wrote beſore the court met; the whole letter - 

referring to future time. Theſe two points being ſettled, 


and the letter fairly examined, it amounts to no more than 


this; that in return to Mr. Hodgſon's intimidating letter, 


mentioned in the charge, Captain Lawrie, in his eaſy 


good-natured way, tells him, that as he finds, diſcovers, 


or hears Mr. Pitt will not ſit at the court that day, he on 
that account finds or diſcovers that he will be under the 


neceſſity of being there, otherwiſe a ſtop will be put to 


| the courſe of juſtice, viz. becauſe there would not be a 


quorum ſufficient to do buſineſs, On ordinary occaſions, - 


where | 


C23 7 
| Where neceſſity did not intervene, he would avoid exert- 
ing his right, rather than have diſputes with this arbi- 
trary man; but where neceffity urged him, he gently 
inſinuated this neceſſity as the motive of his non-compli- 
ance with his intimidating letter. But afterwards, when 
Captain Lawrie went to the quatter-ſeſſions, he found, 
_ contrary to his expeCtation, that Mr. William Pitt was 
there; and Mr. Hewlett having then exhibited to the 
court Mr. Hodgſon's intimidating letter to Capt. Lawrie, 
the juſtices, with the unanimous ſuffrages of the public, 
preſent at this quarter - ſeſſions, and in indignation at Mr. 
Hodgſon's intolerable preſumption, determined that Capt. 
Lawrie ſhould, agreeably to his right, ſit on the bench 
as a magiſtrate. What is very remarkable in this affair, Y 
is, that Mr. William Pitt and Mr, Hewlett, the other two 
juſtices of peace mentioned, were, the firſt of them, Mr. 
Hodgſon? q father-in-law, the latter of them, his brother- 
in-law ;* which will fully demonſtrate to your Lordſhips, 
che overbearing and inſupportable character of this man, 
when ſuch near connections found themſelves obliged to 
give, along with the colony, their concurrent teſtimony 
againſt him.— But, as uſual, Mr. Hodgſon, in diſcuſſing | 
| this article, refutes himſelf ; for in page 45 of his preſent | 
artificial Defence, he ſays, © That on his arrival on the 
* Moſquito-Shore in 1768, he found the magiſtrates 
60 acting under a commiſſion of the peace from a late 
Governor of Jamaica :” and in page 46 he acknow- 
 leges that © he had received a letter from the ſecretary of 
Governor Trelawney, expreſſing, that the latter had put 
Mr. Jones and Capt. Lawrie into another commiſſion of 
ce the peace, &c. Now it neceſſarily follows, that Capt. 
- Lawrie, by deriving his power from Governor Trelawney, 
oo bad 
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14 
had a preferable right to act as a juſtice to thoſe magiſtrates 
whoſe commiſſions proceeded from this Governor's pre- 
deceflor, and which of courſe expired with his govern- 
ment: and Mr. Hodgſon being himſelf no magiſtrate, 
the whole of his rr in ay matter — mw 
uſurpation. ö 
About the 17th or 2 we of ' Ocober e in the 
fame year 1770, Mr. Hodgſon ſeized a Spanifn veſſel in 
Black River; proceeded in her with a loading to Jamaica; 
returned in her again to the Shore with merchandize; and 
rain her afterwards up to public ſale, had her bought 
in for himfelf, intimating to the colony, that he bad che 
Governor of Jamaica's authority for ſo doing. 
The whole of this matter is fully diſcuſſed in our An- 
fwer to Mr. Hodgſon's Reply to the 6th article of our 
third general head of charge, on the 3oth January, 1776, 
where it appears from that Reply, and our Anſwer, to be 
one of the moſt extraordinary official acts of piracy that 
ever was committed. But Mr. Hodgſon, not contented 
with this, produces to your Lordſhips at this time a num- 
ber of papers, to prove this piracy upon himſelf with 
much greater preciſion and authority than before. = 
os No. By his letter to the Earl of Hiliſboroagh, No. 34 of his 
34, and 8 and dated 7th October, 1770, he acquaints 
| * his Lordſhip, that a Moſquito periagua had ſeized 2 
33, 36:37, ** ſmall Spaniſh ſchooner, which an Engliſhman, whoſe 
. W - wid „ veſſel was near foundering, had bought of them; by 
F . „ which means (ſays he) ſhe will in all probability ſoon 


5 ſon's - s © come in my way, and then 1 IE ſeize her and . her 

aid Ap. . 

pendix, * back.” 
corrobo- - She accordingly came in. his way, ail he einen RP as 

- ates 

ſtrengthen mentioned above, on che 17th or 25th of fame October; 
and con- | | 5 | but 
firm the 82 . 


. 
but inſtead of ſending her back, he kept her in his own proofs at- 
poſſeſſion, and on the 22d of December following, after = 
appointing Iſrael Boardman to command her, he gives her N e 

the certificate marked in his Appendix No. 35 ; wherein head of 


charge, 
he mentions that „ he had ſeized her in his Majeſty's viz. No. 12 


name, in order to reſtore her to her ſuppoſed proper - —_ 
* owners z but not being able to find ſufficient people to Facts. 
"y navigate her to the molt likely place for that purpoſe di- 
0 rectly, he had fitted her for, and ordered the above 
s maſter to proceed with her to Kingſton in Jamaica, 
& where the circumſtances of her caſe will be laid before 
« his Excellency the Governor of that iſland.” — Board- | ; 
man's bill of lading follows ia No. 36 of the Appendix, : | 
dated the ſame day with Mr. Hodgſon's certificate ; and 
thus equipt Mr. Hodgſon proceeded in her to Jamaica. 
Was not this a direct violation of his promiſe to the Ear! 
of Hillſborough, of ſeizing her for the purpoſe of ſending 
her back? For no place abounded with ſuch fit people to 
navigate her to her proper deſtination as the Moſquito- 
Shore, the Engliſh and Indians there being conſtantly 
employed in navigating to windward. But in ſuch caſe, 
Mr. Hodgſon would not have had the uſe and advantage 
| of navigating this veſſel as his own. 
It appears by Mr. Hodgſon's real Defence to the both 
article of our third general head of charge, to which we 
reply, 30th January, 1776, „That at Jamaica he deſited 
„ the Governor to cauſe her to be returned to the Spa- 
« niards; but he (the Governor) was pleaſed rather to 
l jeer at him about her,” — we then obſerved in our An- 
{wer, „That well he might jcer him, as acting the part 
© of an official pirate by detaining the veſſel of another 
5 nation under the cover of his Majeſty” s authority.” — 
D 2 | However, 


or + on 3 
However, having failed in his view of turning her over 
upon the governor, and having made a voyage back in 
her from Jamaica to the Moſquito-Shore, his next device 
was to change the property: and to prove this point to 
your Lordſhips, he produces the affidavit of John Smith, 
ſworn before himſelf ; which he calls (No. 37 of his Ap- 
pendix) “ Certificate of John Smith's title and oath about 
Nicaragua, on his purchaſing her at public ſale. But 
no bill of ſale appears; nor by whoſe authority ſhe was 
put up to public ſale; nor what price was paid for her; 
nor who indemnified him in purchaſing a Spaniſh veſſel 
in this way, without being condemned as lawful prize, 
and without any one having a legal title to diſpoſe of her. 
This certificate being ſigned by John Smith, as being 
ſworn the 21ſt March, 1771, before Robert Hodgſon ; 
Mr. Hodgſon adds to it his writing of ſame date, certi- 
fying, © That this certificate or regiſter for the ſaid 


„ ſchooner, Our Bett, John Smith, maſter, is recorded 


in the only book of public record on the Moſquito- 
& Shore aforeſaid.” And thus Mr. Hodgſon's certificate, 
; on the back of Mr. Smith's certificate, conſtitutes John : 
Smith's title to this veſſel. 
Having thus moſt unplauſibly changed the beben Mr. 
Hodgſon, on the 29th of ſaid March, writes his letter 
(No. 38 of his Appendix) to Mr. Philip Bode, who was 
bound on a voyage © to windward, to acquaint the Teni- 
ente of Carpenters River, that laſt November he had an 
ce opportunity of making a public ſeizure of the ſchooner, 
called the Nicaragua, and (amongſt other extraordinary 
«© things) that on the 21ſt inſtant ſhe was publicly ſold by 
« outcry to John Smith, late of London, for ſixty pounds, 
Jamaica currency, for the benefit of her proper owners, 
« who, 


> BY 

4 Sho, after deducting ſome expences upon her, ſhall at 
te any time be paid the remaining balance, on their pro- 
« ducing or ſending proper credentials for the buſineſs.” 
It will appear hereafter that the value of the veſſel, when 
taken, was 4200 dollars, which, at 3s. 6d. per dollar, is 
7351. ſterl. Mr, Hodgſon's ſale amounts to 60/. Jamaica 
currency, which is equal to 420. 175. 11d. ſterl.; and 
out of this 42“. 175. 12d. Mr, Hodgſon was to deduct 
certain unknown and unexplained expences, and then to 
pay the remaining balance to the proper owners, on their 
producing or ſending to bim proper credentials. Now, 
my Lords, we beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips, 
under theſe circumſtances, the juſtice, equity, and reality 
ol this ſale of Mr. Hodgſon's.to Mr. Smith. A ſale of a 
Dn veſſel for 421. 175. 13d. in the month of March, 1771; 


which veſſel, when ſeized on her firſt voyage by Mr. 
Hodgſon in October 1770, was worth, reckoning only 


the prime coſt of building and fitting her out, 735). ; 
and in place of allowing any thing for her voyages to Ja- 


maica and back again to the Shore, craving a farther de- 
duction from this miſerable balance, for certain expences 
unknown and unexplained, Was this a temptation to 


the Spaniſh officer to be contented with the capture of this 


| veſſel, and to ſend for the wretched balance, out of which 
he could nat tell what farther deductions might be made? 
| Was not the ſale and transference of her property, at the 
very time Mr. Hodgſon ſent this meſſage, the ſtrongeſt 
indication to the Spaniard, that ſhe never was intended 


to be given up, and that the groſſeſt and moſt iniquitous 
| impoſition was meant to be put upon him? Why not 
| ſend the veſſel by Mr. Bode, and not the meſſage? Was 


pot this meſſage enough to provoke him to complain to 
3 „„ 


(.38 ) | 

his court of the open and avowed piracy and depredation 
committed upon Spaniſh ſubjects by the Engliſh Superin» 
tendant on the Moſquito-Shore; and of the mockery he 
uſed afterwards in tendering ſo mean and (6 I a 

ſatisfaction for the injury done? 

Tube next appearance this veſſel makes, after 10 tranſi- 
tion of property, is, for à ſecond time, at. Jamaica; where 
Mr. Hodgſon introduces to your. Lordſhips notice two 
Written \ meſſages, without date, from Mr. Gefferina to Mr. 
John Reay, a merchant, and Mr. Forreſter, a maſter in 


 chancery (No. 40 and 41 6f his Appendix); concerning 


Mr. Smith, the maſter, and Mr. Reays. the merchant, of 
Our Bett, the ſaid Spaniſh captured veſſel and her papers. 
Then comes an extract from a letter of Sir Willtam Tre- 
| lawney to Mr. Hodgſon, dated 2d June, 1771. An- 
. other affidavit of Mr. Smith, ſwearing him ſelf maſter and 
owner of aid veſſel, dated 5th of ſaid June. And in the 
courſe of the ſame day; Sit William Trelawiity's paſſport 
in favour of the ſaid maſter and veſſel ; upon which ſhe 
proceeds to ſea, and arrives at Black iv ſome time in 
the ſame month of June. =T heſe three pieces anſwer to 
No, 42, 43, and 44; of Mr. Hodgfoti's Appendix. — 
We refer to all of them, but in particular pray your 
Lordſhips attention to No. 42; wherein Sir William, 
after expreſſing his ſolicitude for the immediate reſtora- 
tion of the veſſel, and after telling Mr. Hodgſon that 
the Spaniards were certainly injured by. the Moſquito- | 
men ; and again injured by the Engliſh merchant; in- 
ſomuch, that they will with difficulty conceive the neceſſity 
of his bringing her to Jamaica, and muſt think themſelves 5 
injured by almoſt every ſtep taken ſince: he proceeds 
thus; + 85 1 appears to me, therefore, that the tender of a 
fatisfaQory 


{(-89)) 
cc ſatisfactory equivalent is the only Way now in our 
<5 power to remove their reaſonable ſuſpicion of our en- 
« couraging the piracy, &c; & ec. I do therefore direct 
4. you, without loſs of time, to acquaint the Tiniente of 
« Carpenter's River, that you are ready to pay to the 
cc former owners the full value of the ſchooner at the time 

«& of capture, without any deduCtion whatever. You will 
give the moſt favourable colour to every thing that has paſſed, 

«and fend me the vouchers of your immediate compli- 
t ance. You ſhall be repaid out of the ien, fund, and 
ce may draw upon me for the amount... 

Now your Lordſhips will pleaſe: obſerve, that when Me. 
Hodgſon himſelf went in this veſſel to Jamaica, he could 
obtain no paſſport for her; but when he had moſt fortu- 
nately ſold her to Mr. Smith without the leaſt colluſion, Si 
William in all probability, taking compaſſion upon 
Smith's fituation, regiſtered his new afhdavit, and receiv- 
ed his former reſpecting the purchaſe, and thereupon 

| granted. him the "er neceſſary Wenn of his Nen 
the whole nature : of the injuſtice Tine to the nen 

owner, that full ſatisfaction ſhould be mage to him with- 

| out delay; upon which he gives Mr. Hodgſon authority | 
to do it, and draw upon bim for the amount. No ſooner 

; does Mr. Hodgſon receive this authority, but on the 1ſt of 
July, i in the ſame year 1771, (No. 45 of che Appendix), 

he writes liberally to the Tiniente of Carpenter's River, 


hat the owner of the ſchooner ſhould have her full va- 


Ba lue at the time of her capture, without any deduction 
60 whatever,” For in this way the contingent fund paid 
all loſs and damage ſuſtained by the Spaniard, and thus 

he bim(clf remained quictly and fully poſſeſſed of all the | 
ink "0 4 | Profits 
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profits ariſing from the capture. It is true, he rather pre- 


maturely tells the Tiniente, that . the owners may, if 


they chooſe it, have the ſchooner again in part of her 
value.“ For at this time ſhe was entirely out of his 
poſſeſſion, and till belonged to Mr. Smith ; however, 


this could give him little uneaſineſs, as he was moral. 
certain no man in his ſenſes would ever receive the dete 


at ſuch a value, as might be put upon her by others i in 


compenſation of his Joſs, when he bad it in his option to 
receive the whole in ſolid caſh. Befide, his good fortune 
which had been ſo kind to him from the beginning, con- 
tinued conſtant in conferring her favours ; for moſt luckily 


in three and twenty days after the date of” this letter, he 
found Mr. Smith as opportunely inclined to fel] him the 
veſſel without the leaft colluft on, as he had been formerly t to : 
buy her: and to demonſtrate the truth of this, Mr. Smith 2 
on the 24th of ſaid July, (No. 46 of the Appendix) ; makes 


a declaration in the ſtrongeſt terms, that he had bought 


er her purely of his own accord, from motives ariſing in 
„his own. breaft and was ready to ſwear it.” This 
done, he makes out on the fame day a bill of fale of Our 
Bett, leaving a a blank for the name of the perſon to whom 
he ſells her, and a blank for the price he receives for her; ; 
nnd then delivers her up with this bill of fale to Captain | 
_ Hodgſon. This form of a bill of ſale is rather uncom- 


mon; but Mr. Hodgſon ſays, that the name of the owner 
was left blank, in order to inſert that of her former Spa- 
niſh owner when required. But if a bill of ſale was ne- 


ceſſary to give to the owner, on his receiving his own 5 
veſſel, of the property of which he never had been legally 

deveſted; was not Mr. Hodgſon the proper perſon to make 
this bill ol fale ? Again, "oY. * the price ſhe was 


fold 


( 41 ) 


1 
fold for ? Does not the whole mode and manner of theſe 


two fales ſerve to throw contempt and ſuſpicion upon 
them, notwithſtanding all the induſtrious care taken to 
| prevent 2 ng 
Still after the Psd ten of all theſe papers, the hiſtory 
of this veſſel is not finiſhed ; for the owner, Don Pablo 
de Mora, as ſoon as he thought it ſafe, viz. on the abſence 
of Mr. Hodgſon from the Shore, made his application for 
juſtice, by ſending his power of attorney, dated 3d 
March, 1777, to Mr. Bartholomew Gilibert, accompa- 
nied with the moſt full and authentic proofs of the value 
of the veſſel, made and taken before the Spaniſh tribunal 
of Grenada, Theſe being recorded at Black River, were 
| tranſmitted to Jamaica, where they are likewiſe recorded; 
- and her true value being aſcertained at 4200 dollars, the 
: Governor of Jamaica tranſmitted a full account of the 
| whole to the Right Honourable Lord George Germaine, | 
who, in January, 1778, acknowledged the Governor“ 8 
diſpatch, and authoriſed him to pay the demand. 
Taking therefore into view the whole circumſſances 
of chis ſeizure of the Spaniſh veſſel in the King' name, 
and all Mr. Hodgſon” 5 conduct ſubſequent to it; we 
: bumbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, whether in all the 
wide extended dominions of his Majeſty's empire at home 
or abroad, the Mg of any ſuch official Pty can be 


18 


= fore, Mr. Hod gfon having peſſeſec bimtelf of the Gover- ; 

nor of Jamaica's new commiſſion of the peace for ma- 
giſtrates c on the Shore, and of his ſuperſedeas or quietus 
annulling the old one; he ſuppreſſed the commiſſion, 
and publiſhed the quietus, <Evriog thus the then exiſting 
N 


6 42 ) 
magiſtracy, and reducing the ſettlement to a ſtate of 
anarchy. In this fituation the members of the ſettlement 


found themſelves under the neceſſity of forming a volun- 
tary body- politic, and chuſing Conſervators of the Peace, 


for preſerving order and the operations of Juſtice, until 
they could n redreſs from the Governor of Ja- 
maiĩca. 


The particulars of this an are deſcribed in the 


ſrt of Fats, accompanying our Memorial, of the 11th 


November, 1773, and are farther explained in our Anſwer 


to Mr. Hodgſon's Reply to the ad article of our third 
general head of charge on the 30th January, 1776. The 
purport of it on our part is, that although. Mr. Hodgſon 


bad privately thrown out in an affrontivg manner to Mr, 


Hewm, one, of. the magiſtrates under the old commiſſion, | 
| that he was in poſſeſſion of his quietus; yet as he did not 
produce it, no farther notice was taken, af it. The ma- 


giſtrates continued to diſcharge their duty, until in the 
courſe of buſineſs a ſummons | was ordered againſt Mr. 


Thomas Marriot Perkins, who Was then intimately con- 
nected with Mr, Hodgſon. Mr. Perkins upon this wrote 


a line to the clerk of the Peace, acquainting him, that he 


thought no gentleman would or. could lign tuch ſummons, 


as a regular quietus had been ſent down by, the Governor 
of Jamaica. This intimation being induſtriouſly ſpread 
abroad, with an inſinuation that the Juſtices future pro- 
ceedings would be illegal; . neceſſarily induced them - 


Wait on the Superintendant about the 2 5th of ſaid $ | une, to 


know whether he v was in poſſeſſion of fuch a wr it. And 
he having ſatisfied their demand by delivering | up, the 


© quietus to them, they returned to the court-houſe 3 ; where 


the clerk of the peace haying publicly read it, the whole 


„ 

tenor and courſe of juſtice immediately ceaſed. No new 
commiſſion of the peace was promulgated, nor any other 
juſtices ſworn in, although the Superintendant was then in 
poſſeſſion of the ſame Governor's commiſſion appointing 
new magiſtrates; at the head af whom was named as 
Cuſtos Rotulorum, William Pit, Eſquire, revered and 
hoboured as the father of the colony, and under whom 
every gentleman mentiohed in it would have acted with 
| pleaſure. Wherefore the Superintendant, by this wilful 
neglect of his duty, was the ſole cauſe of the confuſion 
that immediately enſued; for he diſſolved the former 
magiſtracy, previous to the nt en of the new 
| Non, 

To remedy this confuſion, all the members of the co- 
lony at Black River proceeded on the 28th of ſaid June to 
make two public acts, one appointing four Conſervators of | 
the Peace to diſtribute juſtice as judges, with twelve men, 
according «to the common uſage of the place: the other | 
appointing nine of their number to act with the four 
Conſervators as a committee of the colony, whereof any 
| five to do buſineſs; and impowering them to repreſent 
the ſtate of the colony, ſupplicate relief, and do every 
other act for the good of the ae not eee to 
the laws of Great Britain. 732, 

Theft acts were prefaced with this ſolemn declara- 
tion, t 2 Britiſh ſubjects inhabitating the Moſqucte- + ä 
Shote, dependent on the juriſdiction and government of; 
Jamaica, had that day aſſembled with all humble ſub- 
miſſion to their Sovereign and his Excellency the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica, to conſider the ſtate of the country, and 
the prievances they laboured under by their diftance from 


the feat of Weinen and that the courſe of juſtice 
being 
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of State of 


( 44 ). 
being ſtopt, &c. they did for their own ſafety, and the 


preſer vation of property, &c. form themſelves into a body- 


politic for making the above two public acts, and for re- 
preſenting their grievances to the ſaid Governor of Ja- 
maica; which inſtitutions were to continue, until his 
pleaſure was publicly made known. 

And we accordingly ſeized on the firſt opportunity that 


offered, and repreſented what had been done, even all the 


grievances afterwards contained in our Memorial and 
State of Facts, of 11th November, 1773, and tranſmitted 
them to the governor by Captain Lynn, of his Majeſty's 
ſhip Garland, in the month of September following : 


all of them proved and authenticated upon oath before 


See Mr. 
Hodgſon's 
real De- 
fence to 
the 2d art, 
of our 4d 
general 
dead of 
charge 

and our 


the ſaid Captain Lynn, who was authoriſed by the Go- 
vernor of PR 8 mi to n into the ſtate 
of the colony. 

Mr. Hodgfas, i in 118 real Anſwer to this article, ſtates ; 
« that the quietus with the new commiſſion, and two 


& dedimuſes, were ſent to Mr. Pitt; one dedimus * 


« ſwear in Mr. Pitt, the other for him to ſwear in the ma- 
te giſtrates. That Mr. Pitt received them when he was 


quite unable to do buſineſs, and either two or three 


« days before his being carried to his grave. That he, 
«Mr, Hodgſon, made himſelf maſter of them; and ſe- 


* ereted the quietus, that it might do no miſchief ; that 


Anſwer of © he took great pains to keep it private; and that it was 


zoth jan. 
3776. | 


not without the greateſt reluctance, and almoſt compul- 
« {ion that he parted with it, or rather had it forced from 
him by ſome of thefe very memorialiſts, even while he 
5 was expatiating on the miſchief they were about. 
To this Reply we anſwered, under the 3oth January, 
3776, that we Py agreed. with Mr. Hodgſon in 
. his 


{487 


* his having made himſelf maſter of the new commiſſion 
ce and ſuperſedeas; but having ſo made himſelf maſter of 
„ them, he had it in his power to have kept his ſeeret if 
ce he had been pleaſed ſo to do. That it was of his 
2 having made himſelf maſter of them, that we complain- 
* ed; for had he permitted them to have gone to Mr. 
0 Pitt, who, although indiſpoſed, bad perfect ability to 
* have executed the powers thereby given him, as he 


L lived many days after their arrival on the Shore, and 


i had always the beſt inclination to ſerve and protect the 
„colony from every injury; this had prevented all con- 


„ fuſion. — We farther maintained, that the magiſtrates 


* continued to act under the old commiſſion, notwith- 
© ſtanding his having in the life-time and in the houſe of 
« Mr. Pitt affrontingly ſignified to Mr. Hewm, that he 
« was in poſſeſſion of his quietus; until Mr. Perkins 
«© made the plea of illegality above mentioned, which 
© rendered the public as well as the magiſtrates doubtful 
L about their authority: and as they conceived this inti - 
* midation to come from the Superintendant, Mr. Perkins, 
being then intimately connected with him; they wait- 


7h « ed upon him to know with certainty whether they were 


© magiſtrates or not, as they did not mean to act under 


. "008 intimidation of his threats, or to hold their ap- 


e pointments under his good pleaſure; In this manner 
Mr. Hodgſon publiſhed his own ſecret, whereby the 
_ © magiſtrates were reduced to the neceſſity of applying to 
ce him, to know whether they were magiſtrates or not * 
„ and he in place of taking any prudential meaſures, or 

<< propoſing any ſalutary expedient by ſwearing in any of 
« the magiſtrates named in the new commiſſion, before 
0 the old commiſſion was Gdiffolved 3 delivered up to 
« them 
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39, f Mr 
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| 49. „ 
. Hodgſon's 
Appendix 


| tion of re- 
| volt in us, 


ff] | and proves 


| his being 


ed with 

| our com- 

3 i plaints at 
- |... the time 


roved 
before 

Captain 

Inn. 


refutes his 


A | acquaint». . the ſtate of the colony. For this, purpoſe he took the evi- 


( 46 ) 
« them their quietus, which of courſe annjhitated all 
s the magiſtracy that then exiſted upon the Shore.” This 
ſtate of the matter is ſigned by twenty-ſix of the principal 
inhabitants upon the Shore, in their addreſs to the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica upon the 28th of September, 1771, and 
was offered, by our ſaid Anſwer on the 3oth of January, 
1776, to be then juſtified and proved. 
Mr. Hodgſon, in his preſent artificial defence, pro- 
duces the dedimus to Mr. Pitt, No. 39. of his Appendix, 
and brings in ſome freſh auxiliary arguments. He ſtates, 


that at this time the chief of his accuſers were in a ſtate of 


revolt on the Shore; that he did not know of this firſt ae- 
cuſation of him till near three years afterwards; and he 


proves, or rather attempts a proof, of theſe particulars, 


by No. 49. of his Appendix, which is his own letter of 
24th September, 1771, to Captain Lynn, complaining of 
Meſſis. Hewm and Bourke, for holding a court of Quarter 
Seſʒions, under the colony appointment, of Conſervators 


of the Peace, in which he ſolicits him thus: There- 


** fore, Sir, as the only means that preſent themſelves to 


es me, 1 now acquaint you thereof, that Au, . mag iſi Do 


6 <« properly qualified, even according to theſe peoples own notions, 
40 and enabled to do ſo, may take farther cognizance, and 
c alſo ſuch ſteps as are expedient towards preventing a 
« continuance of this aſſumed power.” Now, what was 
Captain Lynn's qualification ? That of a Juſtice of Peace, 
appointed by the Governor of Jamaica, to inquire into 


dence upon oath, which ſupports our complaints againſt 


; Mr. Hodgſon ; for this purpoſe the colony addreſſed the 
they were Governor, under the ſignatures of twenty-ſix of its mem- | 


bers; and knowing this power and qualification of Cap- 


tain 


( 47 ) 


tain Linn, Mr. Hodgſon deſires him to take ſuch lep 33 
are expedient to prevent a continuance of the Conſervators 
aſſumed power. He therefore neceffarily knew Captain 
Lynn's authority, and apptied to him in that capacity 
againſt the magiſtrates of the colony; and of courſe could 
not be ignorant of this firſt accuſation till near three years: > 
_ afterwards, —He urges Captain Lynn to comply with him, 
becauſe, © even according to theſe peoples own notions, 
be (Captain Lynn) was a magiſtrate properly qualified.” 
— Now if Captain Lynn, according to our notions, was 
properly qualified, then the Governor of Jamaica was, 
according to our opinions and ſentiments, the ſource and 
fountain of proper qualifications for magiſtracy on the 
Moſquito- Shore, becauſe Captain Lynn derived his quali- 
fication ſolely from him. Hence it follows, that with 
theſe principles, opinions, and ſentiments, we could not 
be in a ſtate of revolt againſt the Governor of Jamaica: 
and this is the fact. We revolted not againft his Majeſty's 
government nor governor, but againſt the illegal, arbi- 
trary, aſſumed powers and authority of Mr. Hodgſon, 
ho conceived ſo weakly and meanly of us at this time, a8 
to think, that after he had deſtroyed the Governor of Ja- 
maica's authority over the Shore, by ſuppreſſing the new 
commiſſion and publiſhing the quietus, we ſhould be . 
obliged to apply to him as the ſource of our future ma- 
giſtracy and police on the Shore; and in this manner 
he hoped at laſt to obtain the reward of his own revolt and 
apoſtac) from the authority and juriſdiction of his com- « 
mander in chief, the. Governor of Jamaica, ; 
Mr. Hodgſon further ſtates, No. 51. of his Appendix, This No. 
„ Sir William Trelawney's letter of reprehenſion, being 51. of Mr, _ 


Hodgſon's © 


his only oy to the addreſs of the OY dated Sep- lid e 5 ö 


* mber, pendix; 
convicts 


him of 
produc- 
ing, as a 
main 
point of 
evidence, 
what is no 
proof or 
evidence 
whatever. 


( 48 ) 


er tember 28, 1771, which was received by him the pres 


e ceding month.” 
We humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, whether, 6550 


this title, you do not expect to ſee a real letter from the 


Governor of Jamaica to the colony, or at leaſt to the | 
twenty hx members of i it who ſigned the colony-addreſs to 

him on the 28th of September, 1771 ? Yet this letter 
comes neither from the Governor, nor is it addreſſed to 


the colony. It is only and evidently a letter from Mr. 
Gefferina to Mr. Hewlett. Who Mr. Gefferina was, 


we at preſent do not know; if he was a ſecretary, he ſeems 
not to have been the proper ſecretary, becauſe we ſee Mr. 


Thomas Trelawney, the Governor's brother, ſigning in that 


character the quietus, No. 39, of Mr. Hodgſon's Appen- 
dix, dated the 6th of April 1771, and who had neither 
died nor left Jamaica on the 8th of January, 1772. But 
ſuppoſing him to be the proper ſecretary, that will not 
make his letter the Governor's; let him certify it to be 


wrote under what command he pleaſes. When the Go- 


vernor ſigns a writing, and the ſecretary underſigns it, 
che command is clear from the Governor's ſubſcription ; | 


but no certificate or affirmation of the ſecretary in favour 


of himſelf, can authenticate the command, eſpecially in 


ſo public and important à caſe, as reprehending magiſtrates 
in a diſtant branch of his government for their public con- 


duct, which of all things merits the moſt ſolemn and cer- 
tain marks of authenticity. It is dated the 8th of January, 


1772, and is expreſsly confined to Mr. Hewlett, and, as 
the writer terms them, his two aſſociates, Mr. Bourke 


and Mr, Hewm. The firſt is faid to be continued along 
with Mc. Hewlett in the new magiſtracy, the laſt is ſuf- 
pended. till conviction of bis error inclines him to an ac- 


knowlegement. 


(49) 
know legement. It has not the remoteſt relation to out 
complaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon, nor the proofs ſupport- 
ing them, nor the colony's addreſs to the Governor, ex- 
cepting that part of it which reſpects the quietus annihilat- 
ing che old commiſſion' of the peace. And on this ſubject 
the writer of it has either wholly miſconceived, or miſre- 
preſented, what the colony wrote reſpeQing it; for 
e they gave no haſty credit to unauthoriſed reports, that the 
ce Superintendant deſigned to interrupt their proceedings: 25 
Their proceedings were abſolutely interrupted by Mr. Per- 
kins making a legal exception to their authority on ac- | 
count of the quietus; and this exception being induſtri- 
ouſly publiſhed, molt effeCtually deſtroyed it. Had the 
Governor wrote to the colony in ſuch terms as Mr. Gef- 
fetina wrote to Mr. Hewlett, it would have merited tlieir 
rectifying his miſconception of Facts; but a private letter 
from Mr. Gefferina to Mr. Hewlett, under whatever in- 
flluence or command, called for no ſhare of their atten- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, this is the letter which Mr. Hodgſon 
repreſents, throughout his artificial defence, to be the Ga- 
vernor of Jamaita's letter; and lays the greateſt ſtreſs 
upon it, as containing his cenſure and reprimand of their 
complaints, and that we ee under this diſmiſſion 
of them. 

In ſhort, my Lords, you e before you, on this ſub- 
ject, the evidence of twenty-ſix members of the colony, 
repreſenting, on behalf of the whole, their complaints 

- againſt Mr, Hodgſon to the Governor of Jamaica; and 
 Inftancing particularly the manner in which he brought | 
about the diſſolution of the magiſtracy on the Moſquito- 
Shore, in June, 1771 : and, oppoſed. to this, you have 
5 Mr. Hodgſon's imaginations and miſcepreſentations, to- 

E ether 


{ 50 
| geber with a production of papers, which, on due compa- 


riſon and examination, contradiCt and refute thoſe very 


imaginations and miſrepreſentations. He himſelf. ac- 


: knowleges the concealment of the quietus and commiſſion, 


a concealment which he never can juſtify. Theſe were 


no part of Mr. Pitt's effects, no part of his perſonalty. It 
was Mr. Hodgſon's duty, in place of concealing, to have 
divulged the arrival of both to the magiſtrates in Mr. Piit's 


. life-time, when they might have been carried by the whole 


regularly into execution. It was his duty after Mr. Pitts 
death, and eſpecially after having divulged the conceal- 
ment, to have given the magiſtrates the new commiſſion, 


and the two dedimuſes, rather than the quietus; and to 


have propoſed to them, if he thought they had not ſaga- 
city to diſcover it themſelves, to take the dedimus ad- 

| drefled to the Juſtices, and under that ſwear-in Mr. Hew- 

Jett, as being firſt mentioned in the new commiſſion after 


Mr. Pitt; and then for Mr. Hewlett, under the authority 


of the dedimus for Mr, Pitt, to have ſworn-in the reſt of 
thejuſtices; and after making a proper minute or act upon 


the occaſion, to have reported the whole proceeding to the 

Governor of Jamaica. This would have been following 
| the true ſpirit and meaning of the commiſſion, effectually 
prevented the confuſion that enſued, and juſtly intitled 
him to the Governor's higheſt approbation. But his con- 


_ cealing and ſecreting to the laſt the new commiſſion and 
the two dedimuſes, and in place of theſe giving them their 
- quietus, not only convicts him of the complaint charged. 


upon him, but that he had in view to raiſe himſelf, by this 


. confuſion, into the place and authority of the Governor 
of Jamaica, by having thus an opportunity of giving, as he 
thought, effect and exiſtence to a new magiſtracy and police. 
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duct on that occaſion. 


1 


On the 4th and 5th of Auguſt, in the ſaid year 1771 
Mr. John Chriſtopher, of Muſtee-Creek, applied to Mr. 
| Hodgſon as Superintendant, and complained to him of the 
injuſtice of General Tempeſt an Indian Chief, in making 
prize of ſome Spaniſh mulattoes who were bringing to 
him ſarſaparilla and other goods; and of the General's : 


having ſeized on the ſaid goods. 


T bis matter makes the third article of our third general | 
head of charge againſt Mr. Hodgſon, and is fully proved 
upon him by Mr. Chriſtopher's affidavit No. 11 of the 
State of Facts attending our Memorial of the 11th No- 


vember 1773. It is farther illuſtrated and eſtabliſhed 


againſt him, by our Anſwer to his Reply to the ſaid ar- 
ticle under the Zoth of January, 1776. And Mr. Hodg- 
ſon, by the production he now makes of Mr. Chriſto- 
pher' s letter to him of the 4th of Auguſt 1771, No. 48 of 


his Appendix, proves againſt himſelf the propriety of Mr. 


Chriſtopher's application to him in this matter. We 
therefore beg leave to reſt upon the above evidence, and 
on our Anſwer to Mr. Hodgſon's real Defence; as ſully 
vindicating us againſt every thing be then faid, or now 


urges in his own defence, for his want of ſpirit and con- 


Next in the order of time, Mr. Hodgſon introduces into 
his Appendix, No. 60, a written order or letter from him- 


| ſelf, dated 11th May 1773, addreſſed to Mr. John Gallen, 


impowering him to be adminiſtrator to the eſtate of Esel 
Boardman, deceaſed. . 


By the ſecond article of our fiſt general head of dune 


we ſet forth, that Mr. Hodgſon aſſumed the department, 
office, and juriſdiction of the Governor of Jamaica as Or- 
. by granting, ſome time after his arrival on the 
L 2 | Moſquito- | 


Hodgſon' F 


attending 


of charge 


of Facts. 


This No. 
48 of Mr. 


ſaid Ap= 
pendix, 
corrobo- 
rates, 
ſtrength- 
ens, and 
confirms 
the proof 


the zu ar- 
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Moſquito-Shore, letters of adminiſtration of the eſtate of 

Mr. Edward Edge, deceaſed, to Mr. Philip Bode; and 

afterwards iſſuing a dedimus to Meſſrs. Bryan M*Daniel, 

and Charles Wetherall, requiring them to inventory and 
appraiſe the ſaid eſtate, 5 

This article is proved by the afkidavit of Mr. Bryan 


= M. Daniel, taken by Captain Lynn, No. 2 of the State of 


Facts attending the Colony. memorial of 11th Noveinber 
1773. | 
Mr, Hodgſon i in his real Defence admits this charge, 
and acknowleges his having given one of the ſame kind 
ſince; which, ſays he, © pleaded no authority for my act- 
6 ing as I did, but ſet forth the neceſſity that required 
« jt,” He now produces the above quoted inſtance of his 
| having uſurped this ſpecies of eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, 
and enlarges his former argument of neceſſity by obſery- 
ing (page 29 of his preſent artificial Defence), that he 
had as good, or a better right for doing this, than the ma- 
giſtrates on the Shore; who being by their commiſſions 
only Juſtices of the Peace, had no authority whatever to 
aſſume any, juriſdiftion over the eſtates or effects of per- 
ſons deceaſed: ſo that the moſt that could be ſaid of his 
| conduct in this reſpect was, caly that he had uſurped 
upon uſurpers. 5 
In reply to this reaſoning we. 65 leave to "ſerie to 
| your Lordſhips, agreeably to our Anſwer to his real De- 
fence or Reply to the 2d article of our firlt general head 
of charge under the Zoth of January 1776, that we. do not 
| accuſe Mr. Hodgſon of haying pleaded any authority for 
What he did in this caſe; but of his having aſſumed an au- 
thority, which in no ſhape belonged to him. We fay far- | 
: her, that there exiſted: no kind of neceſſity for his having 
FR 0 acted 
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acted in this capacity; becauſe the magiſtrates, eſtabliſhed 
upon the Shore by the Governor of Jamaica, would have 
acted in theſe inſtances as they had been uſed and ac- 


cuſtomed to act upon like events, had he not aſſumed 


and uſurped this juriſdiction to himſelf, and held the 


eſtabliſhed magiſtracy of no account. This leads us to 
the argument reſpecting juriſdiction, 

We acknowlege that it is very natural for an ingenious. 
lawyer, eſpecially where it ſerves the purpoſe of his client, 


to aſſimilate all courts and juriſdictions in other countries, 
to thoſe formed and eſtabliſhed in his own, and to chain 


them down to the ſame limited and rigid mode of con- 
duct. But this, we humbly conceive, will not at preſent 
ſerve Mr. Hodgſon's purpoſe ; for we beg leave to ſubmit 
to your Lordſhips, that juriſdiction ariſes and is eſtab- 
liſhed as well from uſage, cuſtom, and practice, as from 
legal inſtitutions or poſitive appointments. Many are the 
rights, privileges, authorities, and juriſdictions of Manor- 
Courts and others in England, derived ſolely from uſages 
and cuſtoms, the beginning of which are unremembered ; 
and unknown. We alſo beg leave to obſerve that, in dif- 
ferent countries, courts of juſtice are veſted with very dif- 
| ferent powers and abilities of juriſdiction. From general 
expediency, and the nature of the ſettlement, it will evi- 
dently appear, that although the commiſſions given from | 
time to time by the Governor of Jamaica to the magiſtrates 
on the Shore, were only given under the denomination of 


Juſtices of the Peace; yet it is in no reſpect extraordinary, 


that under theſe commiſſions the other powers and juriſ- 
dictions ſhould be implied, of judging in all civil cauſes 
and probates of wills in the firſt inſtance, according as the 
ny of their ſituation required, This will appear 
E ES rg undeniably 
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undeniably plain, when your Lordſhips are pleaſed to re- 
flect on the beginning and nature of the ſettlement. 


. 


Chance and accident firſt brought his Majeſty's ſubjects 


acquainted with the Moſquito-Indians and Shore, in the 
courſe of their adventures and depredations upon the Spa- 


niards and their ſettlements in the Weſt Indies. A mutual 


harmony and friendſhip enſued, from having the ſame 


common enemy in view; and this friendſhip increaſed, as 


they became better acquainted with one another. "Theſe 
ſettlers early perceived the neceflity of having ſome kind of 


legal protection from the government of their country, to 


enable them to live in a ſtate of ſociety, and adminiſter 
Juſtice and right amongſt themſelves. Their views were, 
therefore, naturally turned towards his Majeſty's Governor 
of Jamaica, On the other hand, the government of Ja- 
maica was not leſs quick in perceiving the utility of ſuch 
a ſettlement to the ſlate, by the adyantages of trade R 
might produce i in time of peace, and the 1 important oppor- 


tunities it might afford in time of war, for annoying the 


Spaniards in their weakeſt and moſt vulnerable parts. 
From this perception the Governor of Jamaica was in- 
clined at once to ſupport and encourage chem, as far as 
political prudence would permit him. To have introduced 
= governor and commander in chief, with all the different 
forms of courts and Engliſh juriſprudence, was impoſſible. 
\ Firſt, there were no funds to ſupport ſuch an expence. 
Secondly, the native Indians would have revolted at ſo ſo- 
lemn and deciſive a manner of aſſuming the command 
and dominion of their country without «their leave. 
Thicdly, the Spaniards would never have tamely given up 
their ideal claim, to what they have always conceived to 
be comprehended within their imaginary dominion of 


that 
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1 
that part of the world. Under theſe circumſtances the 
government of Jamaica wiſely determined, that for the 
preſent it would be ſufficient to introduce the criminal ju- 
riſdiclion comprehended in the appointment of Juſtices of 
Peace; under which every other kind of juriſdiction 
might ſilently take place, according as the neceſſity of 
their ſituation and circumſtances might render it ne- 
ceſſary: the ſame original cauſe of their firſt authority be- 
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— Ingalways at hand, to ſupport and confirm them in what Fl 
1 they did in this way, when it appeared right and proper | ml 
6 | to be done; or to rectify what was amiſs, when they ex- | 


ceeded the bounds of juſtice or limits of power meant to 1 

be given them. This ſimple and moderate manner of 

4 eeſtabliſhing a police amongſt his Majeſty's ſubjects upon 

3 the Shore, gave neither offenee to the Indians, who were 

|” pleaſed with the countenance and friendly attention paid 

to themſelves by the Governor from time to time, in little 

Z preſents of neceſſaries; nor alarmed the jealouſy of the 

| Spaniards, who conſidered the ſettlement as only a ſtroling 

. body of Engliſh, herding among the unſubdued natives 

A more from neceſſity than choice. In this manner the 

| ' magiſtrates thus eſtabliſhed on the Moſquito-Shore, under 

the Governor of Jamaica's commiſſion of the peace, took 

7 cognizance not only of matters relative to the breach of 

1 the peace, but at their Quarter-Seſſions, with an impan- 

: nelled jury of twelve men, they fat as judges in all civil 

cauſes of debt and controverſy, ariſing in the little colony; 

2 and gave directions and orders for preſerving the eſtates 

|. and effects of ſuch as died amongſt them, which they 

1 „ tranſmitted from time to time to Jamaica, to receive there 

: the full and ſubſtantial legal ſanction of the Governor in 
his eccleſiaſtical capacity as Ordinary ; and in all matters 

ES 4 = 


6560 

of a very criminal nature, they were in uſe to take judi- 
cial examinations or precognitions reſpecting the facts, and 
tranſmitted them along with the * to be tried 3 in 
the criminal courts there. 

Thus the magiſtrates on the Moſquito-Shore derived 
their juriſdiction from the Governor of Jamaica's com- 
miſhon of the peace, which was extended from the be- 
ginning to the taking cognizance likewiſe of common 
pleas, and of dead men's effects; and was uniformly and 
invariably confirmed and eſtabliſned by conſtant uninter- 
rupted habit and cuſtom, under the knowlege, control, 
and protection of his Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica; 
until Mr. Hodgſon, far from uſurping upon uſurpers, ar- 
rogantly invaded and aſſumed the authority of the Go- 
vernor himſelf, and uſurped all the legal, regular, and 
Proper powers and functions of that Governor's magiſtrates — |} 
Me have been the more explicit in accounting for and 2 
explaining the nature and foundation of the magiſtrates 2 
juriſdiction on the Shore, becauſe it not only refutes Mr. ; 
Hodgſon's apology for preſuming to interfere in the admi- 
niſtration or preſervation of dead men's effects, but is A 
full anſwer to almoſt all his artificial legal Defence, re- 
ſpecting the reſt of our articles of charge againſt him, 
about which he affects to be entirely filent in his Appen= 
dix, although they are in number, ſix, viz. all the four 
articles under our ſecond general head of charge; and 
the 4th and 5th articles under: our 3d general head of 
charge: : they follow: 


Eirſt Article—2d general head of charge. | 
In this article we complain, that Mr. Hodgſon, i in 1768, 


* adminiſtered an aſhdavit in a cauſe wherein Mr. William 
ſe was plaintiff, . RE: It 


to another perſon. 
force againſt him, 


(57 ) 
It f is proved by Mr. Reid's affidavit, No. I 1 State of 


. Facts, accompanying our Memorial of 11 November, 1773. 


Mr. Hodgſon, in his real Defence, not only does not 


' wiſh to elude this article, but boaſts ** of his baving ad- 


< miniſtered thirty or forty other affidavits ſince that time.” 
He alleges indeed, “that he dos taking any 
te when a juſtice of peace was in the way; though not 
« from ſuppoſing he was without right, for he was always 


« clear in his opinion, that he was a magiſtrate ex officio.” 


We anſwered, under the 3oth January, 1776, ſub- 
mitting to the miniſter, that Mr, Hodgſon, not being a 


Juſtice of peace or a judge, in any ſenſe of the word, could 
not legally adminiſter affidavits : denied that any neceſſity 


ever exiſted for his giving any one of all the forty affidavits 


| he had acknowleged ; and obſerved, that even ſuppoſing 
it poſſible to indulge him, in the idea of extreme neceſſity, 
ſtill this could not free him from the preſent charge; be- 
| Cauſe a ſuit was here inſtituted before the court of quarter- 
ſeſſions, in which caſe his adminiſtering the affidavit was f 
clearly invading the authority and juriſdiction of the court. 
His plea ex icio, and his uſurping upon uſurpers, will 
be of as little ſervice in his preſent artificial Defence. 


The latter is already fully anſwered and refuted. - The 
firſt is equally inconcluſive ; becauſe the only power and 
authority he had as Superintendant was derived from 8. 


cating, in that character, the office of a judge or juſtice 
Wherefore this article remains in full 


" 
miniſter's official letter. That letter not only does not 
give him any ſuch power, but the miniſter himſelf is not 
a juſtice of peace or a judge ex officio, or as being a Secre- 
tary of State; much leſs has he the power of communi- 


Second 


See Mr. 
Hod s 
real | 
fence to 
the firſt 
article of 
our 2d 
gon, 
ead of 
— 
and our 
anſwer, 
zoth Ja- 
nuary, 
1776, 
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Second Article—2d general head of charge. 


i * The 2d article of this 2d general head of charge com- 
plains of Mr. Hodgſon for adminiſtering a like affidavit 
with the former, in a cauſe before the quarter-ſeſſions and 

a jury, wherein Mr. John Chriſtopher, his then mercan- 
tile agent, was concerned; and that Mr. Hodgſon, on 5 I 
the court rejecting the ſaid affidavit, wrote on or about the = 
30th of January, 1769, as follows, to Mr. Chriſtopher, 
who was then conducting his mercantile negociations at 
Roman River“ J will take all the care I can that your 4 
cc intereſt ſhall not ſuffer; and as to the jury not allowing 3 
« the affidavit to be good, they muſt N alter their 
4c opinion, or there ſhall be no jury.” So that unleſs 
Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. was acknowleged to be a magi- 
ſtrate, without having any legal title thereto, the order of 
| Juſtice was to be annihilated, and the ſettlement thrown 1 
into anar chy and confuſion. _ = 
** This article is proved by Mr. Chriſtopher $ affidavit, to b 
which the letter itſelf is annexed ; and as the letter is of 1 9 
very great importance, not only in proving this article, i} 
but in proving his extenſive mercantile negociations, ve 
beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to it, viz. No. 3 of the 
State of Facts, _crompanying our e r1th Nov, | 
23173" 

Mk. Hodgſon, in his real Defence, en this article. 
His words are, “ John Chriſtopher was employed by my 
ce late friend, Mr. Pitt, who, from regard to me, offered 
c me a half concern and to conceal my name, I accepted 
« of it. Chriſtopher was employed by us both ; when the 
* quoted letter was wrote.” — Again, *I remember writing 
© ſomewhat about a Moſquito-Shore jury; agreeable to the 
a co 


( 59 ) 


quotation.” —But now in his artificial Defence, he labours 


at diſcrediting the letter, unleſs it is produced, becauſe | 


ol its giving ſo clear a proof of his extenſive commerce. 


In our anſwer to this part of Mr. Hodgſon's Defence, 


we refer the miniſter to the letter itſelf, in order to prove 
his extenſive plan of trade; and we farther inſtanced and 


declared ourſelves then ready to prove, that Mr. Hodg- 


ſon employed many other agents and factors, beſides Mr. 


Chriſtopher, in carrying on the moſt conſiderable trade 


on the Shore, as well ſince as before Mr. Pitt's death: in 
particular, that he had employed and been connected with 


Meſſrs. William Allum, Andrew Mellony, Edward Cadle, 


Philip Bode, and John Bray; which laſt traded for him at 
Carpenter's River, and repreſented to the Spaniards that 
Mr. Hodgſon, as being Superintendant and Commander 
of the Shore, was able to ſell them goods much cheaper 
than any of the traders belonging to the colony, or even 
the veſſel that was then lying there from Jamaica: and in 
this manner he perſuaded them to give him a preference. 
Even then (January, 1776), by the laſt advices, Mr,——» 
Collins was trading for him at that very place. That be- 


ſides theſe, Capt. James Montgomerie had, at various 


times, been very largely concerned with him in trade. 
For aſcertaining the reality of this letter, we refer to the 

original evidence in the Secretary of State's office : there 
it will be found that Mr. Chriſtopher ſwears, % That the 
<« annexed letter he the ſaid deponent had ſent to him up 
Roman River, from Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. and that 
« ſaid deponent received ſaid letter ſome time in the 


9 month of F ebruary, 1769; and that the ſaid deponent 


% was then aCtually employed in the Spaniſh trade by the 
«6 faid Roben N Eig. when he received ſaid an- 
T nexed 
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te nexed letter; and i is certain, that it is the band - writing 
, & of ſaid Robert Hodgſon, Eſq.” As to the foul lan- 


guage given by Mr. Hodgſon to this deponent, That 
she was a Roman-catholic Dutchman, and betrayed him,” 
it will go to the general account of Mr, Hodgſon's viru- 
lent and abuſive temper, but never can diſcredit the wit- 


neſs, or invalidate his evidence, We therefore beg leave 


to ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that this letter, as ſer forth 


in the State of Facts, No. 3, is Mr. Hodgſon's ; that the 
words quoted in this article of charge are his; that the 
date, ſignature, and addreſs, are aſcertained; that the 


words are not haſty, but wrote with full deliberation, as 


making up part of a very long letter; that they are not 
idle, but contain a moſt ſerious, determined, and male- 
volent threat to deſtroy the ſource of juſtice, ſnould that 
ſource obſtruct his private views; and indicate fully, that 
inſupportable and deſpotic aim of the Superintendant, 


which has given riſe to all the diſturbances on the Shore, 
and all the diſcord which has lo oy ſubüſted between che 
yOu and him. 


| Third Article—2d head of charge. 


| This article complains of Mr. Hodgſon, for 1 
to himſelf, at a meeting in the houſe of Mr. William 
Pitt, on the 28th of Auguſt, 1769, being then no magi- 
ſtrate, all the degrees and powers of magiſtracy. We 


ler to the article. 


It is proved by the affidavit of Meſſrs. Hewm and Heu- 


let, as ſet forth in the State of Facts, No. 6. 
Mr. Hodgſon, in his real Defence, admits che meet- 


ing, but ſays, ” the whole was a willing matter, and not 
: #8 worth 


(61) 
« worth repeating any where.“ 4% Neither Mr. Pit not 


ec he were likely to talk according to the State of Fats; 
&* nor indeed is he liable to be completely abſurd in mat- 


© ter of common juſtice. The meeting was never in- 


© tended to be a public one. He remembers ſaying he 
« was a magiſtrate ; but it is impoſſible he ſhould have 
&« called himſelf by the diſtinct title of Chief Juſtice.” 

This is the only real defence he has made to this charge; 


but both Mr. Hewm and Mr. Hewlett being now dead, 
he enlarges very much in his preſent artificial Defence, 
to diſcredit their evidence, upon the ſuppoſed abſurdity of 


his conduct, and the improbability of their remembering 


ſo diſtinctly in September, 1771, what paſſed in Auguſt, 


1769. | 
In reply to this Defence, we ſtated in our e of 


zoth January, 1776, the full evidence given by Meſſrs. 
Hewm and Hewlett. to which we now e aber 8 
and there we immediately add, 


« Now, my Lord, abſurd as this behaviour was, and we 


| ce agree with Mr. Hodgſon, that it was moſt completely, 
« ſo; yet we maintain and beg leave to inſiſt on its being 


< literally true; and are ready to ſupport and confirm it 
c at this time, before your Lordſhip.” On this point we 


beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that had there been 
the leaſt doubt reſpecting the proof. of this article, when. 


we delivered in our Anſwers to the miniſter on the zoth 
January, 1776 ; his Lordſhip would undoubtedly have 


called upon us, to ſupport and confirm it. The ſame 
thing muſt have neceſſarily happened, when the whole 
cauſe came before this honourable Board, and was fmally 
determined by your Lordſhips in the month of May fol- 


. Shall then Mr. Hodgſon, at this diſtance of time, 
avalling 


( 62 
Wailing himſelf of the death of the witneſſes, be permitted 
to diſcredit their teſtimony, by baſe and fanciful ſuggeſ- | 
tions, and looſe hints of unſupported probability? For it 
muſt be allowed by all, that it is moſt improbable and 
untrue, that men of veracity would knowingly and deli- 1 
berately ſwear, particularly, to a long relation of circum- _ 3Z 
ſtances which happened at a meeting; without knowing : 
them, and remembering them to be as they ſwear 1 
them to have happened. We therefore reply to this la- ZE 
borious part of the artificial Anſwer. Firſt, That he © 
ſtrongeſt efforts, allegations, and affirmations of the per- 1 
ſon accuſed, can never invalidate or diſcredit the teſtimony Þ 
ol the witneſſes upon oath againſt him. Secondly, That B 
there is nothing more natural and probable, than for Mefſrs 7 
Hewm and Hewlett, or any other ſober and ſenſible men, > | 
to remember ſuch extraordinary, uncommon, and abſurd _ 
_ diſcourſe and behaviour, as Mr. Hodgſon exhibited at the 
whole of this meeting; and nothing more natural and pro- 
bable, than that they ſhould at the time have made a me- 2 
morandum of what paſſed, and have ſworn afterwards from 3 
their own knowledge, with the aſſiſtance of that memoran= _ 3 
dum. Thirdly, We are ready even now to juſtify the ve- 
racity, probity, and fair reputation of Meſſrs, Hewm and 
Hewlett, and the credibility of their teſtimony in this and 
"ay other matter they were concerned in. 
As to Mr. Hodgſon's real Defence“ That he is not 
e liable to be completely abſurd in matter of common 
40 juſtice;” And that “it is impoſſible he ſhould have | br 
called himſelf by the diſtinct title of Chief Juſtice; , 
we beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to the concluſions E 
in our Reply to Mr. Hodgſon's Anſwer to the next follow-- 
ing article; by which it will appear, that the general- 
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tenor of his conduct, as Superintendant, was as abſurd as 
any part of his behaviour at this meeting: and that it was 
1 perfectly poſſible for him to aſſume power, juriſdiction, 
3 and character, to which he had as mens right as to that of 
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YZ 85 Fourth Article 2d head of charge. 
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This article complains of Mr. Hodgſon for admi- 
niſtring an affidavit to Richard Grennil, in June, 177 Is f 
a witneſs in his own cauſe with Captain Treadwell; in 1 
order to produce it beſore the referees, to whom he had MH 
ſubmitted it. | 9 | = 
5 It is proved by an extract from the public records at 
| =” Black River, extracted and ſworn-to * Mr. Philip John 5 
Mlorris, clerk of the peace. 

3 Mr. Hodgſon, in his real Dukes admits the charge; 
1 alleging that it was a caſe of neceſſity; but as the arbi- : 
F © trators were to judge according to conſcience, it was no 
1 e great matter,” In his preſent artificial Defence he en- 
4 larges on this circumſtance, of its being only a matter in 
| arbitration, and therefore not uſurping upon any juriſdic- 
tion; which, in our humble opinion, ſo far as relates to 

the undue adminiſtration of the affidavit, is a diſtinction 
without a difference. 5 ; 

In our Anſwer to Mr. Hodgſon's real Defence, 3oth 

January, 1776,—* We ſubmitted to his Lordſhip as we 
: do now to chis honourable Board, that there was not 
1 66 © the leaſt evidence of the truth of this aſſertion reſpect- 
2 te ing neceſſity. N ay, from the ſituation and circumſtances 1 
F “c of the caſe, we humbly conceived it could not be; 1 
: ; e becauſe the tranſaction paſſed at Black River, where all $0 
3 85 * the Juſtices relide, But what was concluſive on this 
1 3 8 | 8 og int 


1%) 
66 eint was, that no neceſſity could juſtify a man in aſ. 
et ſuming a judicial authority in his own cauſes and 


« elamining by himſelf 4 witneſs in his own intereſt: 


< However, one thing is very remarkable]! That in all 


tc Mr. Hodgſon's caſes of neceſſity, it is his own power, 
cc his own grandeur, his own conveniency, or his own 
ce intereſt, that'is the object of neceſſity.” “ 

b Does the colony want a ſyſtem of Police? It is then 


noceſſary, that Mr. Hodgſon ſhould appear in the capacity 
of a legiſlator; erect a fovereign council of twelve per- 


ſons; and ſet himſelf at the head of it.” 
Does a man happen to die in the colony! ? That mo- 
ment it becomes neceſſary, that Mr. Hodgſon ſhould 


C aſſume the authority of the court of Doctors · Commons, 
k be a Judge-ſurrogate, grant adminiſtration, and make 


* out a dedimus for diſpoſing of the dead man's effects.“ 


Does the colony think of obtaining relief, by addreſling 
10 E to the Governor of Jamaica? An irreſiſtible 


* neceſſity exiſts, that Mr. Hodgſon ſhould aſſume the cha- 


© racter of a Governor, by declaring to the people aſſem- 
6 bled, that he himſelf was the channel opened to the 


ce throne; and that there was not, nor could not be any 


other way, in which the King would hear from them.“ 


Does it. happen that any body beſides himſelf, 


& preſumes to purchaſe lands of the Moſquito-king, : 
© or his chiefs? Abſolute neceſſity compels him im- 
* mediately to become the Sovereign- Judge of all the 


c Moſquito-dominions, and by his edicts, proclamations, 
ce or notifications, to declare that no purchaſes from In- 
* diaas ſhiall be valid, without his ratification.” 

_ * Are any of the magiſtrates unfortunate enough to 
8 fall under his diſpleaſure ? Neeeſlity alone compels” 


CL him 


. 
8 


{ 65 ) 


« bim to forbid them, in the King's name, to ſit oben 
« the Bench. 


ce Is there a friend of his aalen in a cauſe before 


© the Ordinary Tribunal of juſtice? The eleareſt ne- 
*« ceſlity urges him on to aſſume the character of a judge; 


cc to adminiſter the affidavit, and collect the evidence 


« for the better guiding and direCting the Oper Judges 
and jury, who are to give the deciſion.” 


«Ts there any jury hardy ene gh to reject in evidence the 


« affidavit taken under his ſelf- aſſumed authority? He 
* feels himſelf immediately under the neceſſity of declar- 
c ing, that they _ either alter their opinion, or there 7 


&« ſhall be no jury.” 


Does his ſervant abſent himſelf at his imperious 
threats of beating him ? Neceſſity ſtimulates Mr. Hodg- 
ſon inſtantly to aſſume the character of his judge; 
iſſue his warrant to ſeize him; aſſemble the magiſtrates 
in ſupport of his uſurped. authority; ſet himſelf at 
their head; aſſert his ſupreme authority over the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica's appointments, and maintain their 
abſolute dependence on him for their offices, who in him - 
ſelf alone abſorbs every power and every pre- eminence 


of mayor, governor, chief juſtice, and chancellor. 


_ « Finally, Is Mr. Hodgſon himſelf plaintiff in a cauſe? 


« Strong neceſſity compels him at the mouth of Black 


% River, in the midſt of all the magiſtrates, to adminiſter 
the oath, and arrange in his own way, what is needful 


to make out the point he contends for.” 


Fourth Article—3d general bead of A 


This article charged Mr. Hodgſon with mondpolizing 
the greateſt part of the Spaniſh trade to his own uſe and 


FE advantages : 


2 — 2 2 2 — — 
— — — — — —— - 
——= — 
: — 
— nn — 
a — 


( 66 ) 
advantage, whereby the individuals of the colony were 
much injured in their mercantile intereſts ; as well as the 
public character of Superintendant diſhonoured and dif. 


| graced, by being degraded into that of a private adven- 
| turer. In which character he invades. the mercantile 


liberties and rights, and ſtagnates the courſe of trade 
within his own channel, in violation of his duty, and the 


intention of his appointment; which certainly and evident- 


ly was, to promote the good and welfare of the ſettlement. 
It is proved by the colony's addreſs | to the was of 


Jamaica in September, 1771. 


Mr. Hodgſon in his real Defence replies to this article, 
thus: “ have replied to all I know of their allegations on 
& this head already, to which I have to add, that the pre- 


* ſent traffic with the Spaniards is pedling and paultry, 
< and but for want of people of more extenſive notions | 
than the Moſquito-Engliſh are, it might by this time 


* haye increaſed a hundred fold to what it is.” In his 


preſent artificial Defence he anſwers more pointedly to 
this article, and avers that he traded very little, &c. 


We reply, firſt, that by his ſilence to this article ir in 


his real Defence, he virtually admitted it as unanſwerably 


true. Secondly, His averment to the contrary at preſent, 
can certainly avail him nothing, when oppoſed to the 
figned complaints of twenty-fix of the principal ſettlers 
in their addrefs to the Governor of Jamaica, in Septem- 


ber, 1771, for themſelves and on behalf of the whole co- 
Jony, It is likewiſe expreſsly contradicted by his own : 


letter to Mr. John Chriſtopher, in January, 1769, which 


ſets forth his extenſive negociations, and his views of en- 


larging and increaſing them, as exhibited in the State of 
: Facts, No. 3. It is farther contradicted by the inſtances 


we 


C7 
we give in our preceding Anſwer to his Reply to the 2d 
article of the 2d general head of charge, reſpecting the 
great number of perſons he employed, and with whom 
he was connected, in | carrying on this very injurious mo- 
nopoly. 


Mr. Hodgſon's abſurdity and contradiction of himſelf, 


reſpecting the Spaniſh trade. In his Anſwer to the ſe- 


cond article of our ſecond general head of charge, he ac- 


knowledges his having half a concern with Mr. Pitt in the 
Spaniſh trade; and then the trade was lawful and proper: 
but in his Anſwer to the 3d article of our 3d general head 
of charge, when Mr. Chriſtopher is concerned in this 
trade, and requeſts his aſſiſtance to recover his property 
unjuſtly ſeized by General Tempeſt ; he declares this 
trade to be illicit, and will not therefore interfere as Su- 
perintendant, in obtaining redreſs from the Indian chief. 


; Apain in his above Anſwer to this preſent article, he re- 
ſumes the legality and propriety of the Spaniſh trade; la- 


ments its being pedling and paultry ; * and but for want 


s of people of more extenſive notions than the Moſquito- 


« Engliſh are, it might by this time have increaſed an 


hundred fold.“ 
Fiſth Article—3d general head of charge. 


* Hodgſon i is charged with deluding the colony. by 


many promiſes of doing great things for their intereſt, 
and of employing the contingent money for the public be- 


nefit; whilſt no part of the contingent money has been 


_ expended for the uſe of the Shore, or ſo much as a buſh 
cleared away at his Majeſty's expence. 


It is proved by the colony's addreſs to the Governor of ü 


Th Jamaica, No. 12 of the State of Facts. | 
Co Mr. 


It is only neceſſary farther to point out on this head, 
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( 6 ) 
Mr. Hodgſon, in his real Defence replies ; © That 
* Sir William did not take this up, therefore he would 
< only ſay, his contingent accounts might, fbr what they 


ec could affect him perſonally, be publiſhed by the cryer No 


In his artificial defence he talks in the ſame manner re- 
ſpecting the propriety of his accounts. 


In return, we ſhall only obſerve, that as theſe accounts 
never came under our inſpection, we can ſay nothing at 
all about them. But our charge ſtands full and ftrong as 


it is laid; that the colony never derived any advantage 
whatſoever, under his adminiſtration, from the contin- 
gent money; ſo that be his accounts what he pleaſes, this 
truth for ever remains, that both the coloniſts and In- 


dians were heartily diſcontented with his diftribution of it. 


Thus far we have carried on a regular detail of our 


conduct with Mr, Hodgſon, paying a ſtrict regard to all 


the papers contained in his Appendix which have any 
relation to our articles of charge againſt him; in doing of 


which, we hope we have not only eſtabliſhed thoſe arti- 


cles to which they relate, but drawn freſh evidence and 


proof from them, to confirm every thing we have produc- 
ed againſt him. We have hkewiſe reſumed and taken no- 


tice of thoſe fax articles of our charges, reſpecting which 
Mr. Hodgſon obſerves a profound ſilence throughout his 


Appendix; and have, we hope, maintained them in full 
| force and vigour, againſt all the artificial anſwers now 


oppoſed to them. Here it is proper to obſerve, that the 


articles of charge, proved and tranſmitted to the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica by Captain Lynn, of his Majeſty's ſhip 


Garland, together with the colony-addreſs in September 
following, in the ſame year 1771, form the whole of our 
charge _ Mr. Hodgſon. 58 that we are at any loſs to 


calargs 


(6) 
enlarge them to a far greater extent and number, from 
that time to the day that he left us; but becauſe we con- 
ceived, at the time we made them, and ſee no cauſe ſince 
to alter our ſentiment, that they are already of ſuch mag- 
nitude, enormity, and number, as to be ſufficient cauſe 


for diſmiſſing any man from his Majeſty's ſervice who 
could be capable of offending ſo much. 


. It remains that we continue our hiſtorical account of 
| What paſſed ſubſequent to September 1771, until we had 
the honour of laying our complaints before his Majeſty's 
Secretary of State, and from thence progreſſively onwards 
to the preſent day, in order to ſhew that we are united 
as a ſettlement and colony on the Moſquito-Shore, in our 
complaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon, have taken no advantage | 
of him, made no concealment of our proceedings, nor given 
any juſt oecaſion for all the calumny and abuſe he has thrown 
out againſt us in his newly invented artificial Defence. 
About the month of June or July, 1772, as we ſay, 
or February, 1772, as Mr. Hodgſon ſets forth in No. 52. 
of his Appendix, which conſiſts of a ſhort correſpondence 
between him and Mr. Hewlett, on the 3d and 4th of ſaid 
February; a new commiſſion of the peace arrived at Black 
River from Sir William Trelawney, in which Mr. Hew- 
lett is appointed Cuſtos Rotulorum; but no return being | 
made by Sir William, nor any ſatisfaction given to the 
colony, upon the ſubject of their addreſs tranſmitted to him 
in the preceding September; this ſilent neglect ſo much 
mortified them, that none of them would act under his 
Excellency's commiſhon, except Mr. Hewlett and Mr. 
Bode the former of whom going afterwards to England, 
the whole commiſſion dropped into oblivion, - Mr. Hodg- Ts 
fon values himſclf upon diſcovering, by the above correſ- 
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(70 ) To 
g pondence between him and Mr. Hewlett, that this com- 
miſſion arrived in February, and that it was in force, by 
Mr. Hewlett's acknowlegement, on the 4th of that month. 
We allow him to take all the triumph on this diſcovery 
that he pleaſes, it being perfectly indifferent to us whether 
it artived in the month of February or in the month of 
June; che fact reſpecting the colony remaining entirely 
the ſame, via. that the ſilent contempt thrown upon the 
colony by Sir William, in taking no notice of their ad- 
dreſs, nor giving them any hopes of relief, induced them 
to refrain from acting under this new commiſſion; and, 
whatever was its force on the 4th of February, Mr. Hodgſon 
agrees with us, in the 8th page of his Introduction to his 
preſent artificial Defence, where he ſays, << My accuſers 
e acquieſced i in the implied diſmiſſal of the charges againſt 
me by the Governor of Jamaica; but rejected the new com- 
10 miſſion of the peace, and perſevered i in the magiflracy of their 
« gwn creation.” As to our acquieſcence in the implied 
diſmiſſal, we have already ſufficiently ſhewn the abſurdity 
and folly of that inſinuation; but the Governor's inatten- 
tion to the colony's complaints at this time was the ſole 
cauſe why the people did not reſpect his commiſſion ſo 
much as they wiſhed to do, and why the ſettlement re. 
mained deprived of its wonted dependence upon the Go- 
vernor, and affection towards him. 
About the month of June, 1773. Governor Trelawney 
being dead, a freſh commiſſion of the peace arrived at the 
| Shore from Lieutenant Governor Dalling of Jamaica, in 
which Mr. Hodgſon appeared at the head of the Juſtices | 
as Cuſtos Rotulorum. This appearance defeated every 
hope and expectation of the colony in that part of the 
world, and induced them now to turn their expectations 


of 
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of relief ſolely towards his Majeſty, For this purpoſe 


they ſent home, about the 28th of July following, their 


complaints againſt Mr, Hodgſon, to their agent at Lone 
don,' who had the honour of laying them before the mi- 
niſter on the 11th of November following, being autho- 


riſed ſo to do by twenty-five of our number, as mention- 
ed in our ſaid Memorial 


. See our Appendix, No. 1. 

Mr. Hodgſon objects, that one of theſe gentlemen, viz. 
Mr. John Pitt, in effect wholly diſclaims being a party 
to the accuſation ; and to ſupport this aſſertion, he refers 
to No. 75 of his Appendix, which is a ſhort letter from 
Mr. Pitt to him, dated 29th January, 1776, aſſuring 
«© him, that if to either a petition or State of Facts deli- 


0 vered to Lord Dartmouth, on November 11th, 1773, 
© by Mr. Robert White, there is the ſame name as his 


« ſubſcribed, it is without his knowlege ; and if it is 


© meant to mean him, he thereby denies ſuch meaning.” 
We anſwer, that any one of us might have written the 
fame letter at Mr. Hodgſon's ſecret requeſt, as none of us 
ſubſcribed that Memorial. 
requeſted and authoriſed Mr. White to repreſent us; and 
ve ſent him the proper papers and information for ſo doing. 
We fay farther, that Mr. Pitt not only authoriſed Mr. : 


But Mr. Pitt, and all of us, 


W hite to complain againſt Mr. Hodgſon at this time, but 
ſigned a ſubſequent power of agency, with many more of 


us, to the ſame gentleman ; and that Mr. Pitt's ſubſcrip- 


tion, as well as all the others, authoriſing Mr. White in 


_ the firſt inſtance above mentioned, are proved by Mr. 


Bartholomew Gilibert's affidavit of the 8th January, 1774, 


The fact is, twenty-ſix; for one name was omitted in fi gning 


that Memorial of 71th November, 1773, viz. John Gibb. See our 


Appendix, No. 1, : 


F, 


J before 


C99. 1. 


| before juſtice W rightgas annexed to the duplicate of our © 
Memorial and State of Facts of 11th November, 1773s 
delivered to Mr. Pownal, under-ſecretary of State, on 


the 26th of June, 1775; wherefore Mr. Pitt neither 


wholly, nor in effect, nor in any Way, diſclaims being a. 
party to the accuſation, however prevailed upon by ſolicita- 


tion to write ſuch a letter, denying his having ſubſcribed. 
This Memorial and State of Fats having been laid 
before the Earl of Dartmouth, on the faid 11th of No- 


vember, our agent had the honour of waiting upon his 


Lordſhip on the 24th of ſame month, at which time we 
were ſo far from being at a loſs to augment our complaints 


againſt Mr. Hodgſon, that our agent, in the courſe of 
_ converſation, offered, that if it was his Lordſhip's plea- 
ſure to have this enquiry again renewed before the Go- 


vernor of Jamaica, the ſettlement would not only make 
good what they had already proved, but enlarge their ar- 


for the eaſe and ſatisfaction of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs. 
Infinitely far from ſecreting and concealing our charges 
againft Mr. Hodgſon, our agent, as ſoon as be had pre- 


pared a copy of our foregoing Memorial and State of 
Facts, tranſmitted both to Sir Baſil Keith, Governor of 


Jamaica, where he conceived the evidence then to be, 


n 


| ticles, and bring much pew matter into view to impeach 
his conduct. To which his Lordſhip was pleaſed to an- 
wer, that he did not mean this, nor would have him to 
write to the ſettlement in theſe terms, as he did not con- 
ceive it neceſſary to have a formal trial in order for his 
Majeſty to diſmiſs any of his ſervants ; but that he might 
write to the ſettlement, that the Governor of Jamaica had 
full orders to enquire into the complaints already ſubſiſt- 
ing, and that every thing juſt and proper would be done 


673 


on the 22d of December 1773. This copy was, in all 
reſpects, as perfect as the original, delivered in the pre- 
ceding month to the Miniſter ; and was difpatched by the 
Squirrel floop of war, bound for that iſland, and well and 

properly delivered to the Governor. The copy for us on 
the Shore he did not diſpatch until the 8th of January, 

1774, when he ſent it by a merchant-veſſel bound to 

Black River; ſo that we publiſhed our complaints againſt 

him as early as poſſible, and made them as univerſally 

| known as it was prudent and proper for us to do. We 
are likewiſe ready to. prove, at any time, to your Lord- 
ſhips ſatisfaction, that our agent's diſpatch reached the 

Governor in the month of March, 1774 ; and that, pre- 

vious to this time, his Majeſty's council of Jamaica had 
fat as a Board of Enquiry on the reciprocal complaints of 
the Superintendant and the inhabitants of the Shore ; 

that they had been furniſhed with the papers, and every 

| Information relative to the ſtate of the colony, and had 

reported upon it; which report had been tranſmitted to 
the Earl of Dartmouth. 

Wwe wrote to our agent from Black River, in April, 
11774, and he had the honour of addreſſing the Earl of 
Dartmouth on the 6th and 24th of June following. In 
the firſt he makes known the above intelligence to his 

| Lordſhip, and prays, on behalf of the colony, to know 
his Majeſty's determination reſpecting the Supetinten- 
dant, and what hopes they might entertain of having a a 
regular and orderly juriſdiction and police eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them. In the ſecond he enlarges upon the ſame 
ſubject; incloſes a letter to his Lordſhip from Governor 1 

Briton, an Indian chief, complaining much of the Su- 

pPerintendant (ſee our Appendix, No. 2.) and acquaints 


| 
| 

his | 
| 1 

0 5 1 
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kis Lordſhip, that the colony had been pleaſed to ſend. 
their agent their full power to act for them here. This 
power of agency is dated at Great Black River, Moſquito» 
Shore, the twenty-ninth day of March, 1774, and ſigned 
by forty-four of the principal inhabitants for themſelves, 
and in name and behalf of the colony ; and was authen- 
ticated and proved before the Lord Mayor of London, by 
Captain William Colvile, of the Moſquito- Shore Pac- 
| Quet, on the 8th of July, 1774 ; ſee our Appendix, No. 
3. All thoſe ſigning the firſt power to our agent, ſign 
this ſecond power, except ſuch as were then abſent from 
Black River, who were in number eight, viz. John Gibb, 
Robert Kaye, John Dill, Philip John Morris, William 
Liſter, Edward Caddle, Alexander F inlater, Joſhua - 
Stoddard ; and what is very unfortunate for Mr. Hodgſon's 
letter, obtained of Mr. John Pitt on the 29th day of Ja- 
nuary, 1776, which is a poor contrivance to miſlead the 
reader, by obtaining the denial of a ſubſcription which 
was never aſſerted to have exiſted; this very gentleman 
ſigns this ſecond power and authority given to our agent, 
and his ſubſcription is regularly proved, as above, by Cap- 
tain Colvile. Now, adding the eight abſentees to the 
above forty- ſour ſubſcribers, the number of the principal 
inhabitants authoriſing Mr. White, for themſelves and 
the colony, to act as the colony- agent in managing their 
complaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon, &c. appears to be fiſty- 


two; which is a greater repreſentation of the colony than 


can be inſtanced in any other act proceeding from the 


Shore ſince its ſettlement. We therefore ſubmit to your _ 
Lordſhips, with what propriety and decency Mr. Hodgfon 


5 takes the liberty to exhort this honourable Board to avoid 
| believing that our agent e acts for the colony. Shall Mr. 
8 Hodgſon, 


(755 ) 


Hodgſon, who plumes himſelf upon having the colony 
with him, when only eleven, or even fix, or five, or four 


of the above gentlemen addreſs a paper or letter to him, 
which he conceives to be for his own intereſt, find credit 
and authority with your Lordſhips, when in oppoſition to 


ſuch full evidence he tells you, that Mr. White only 


exerts himſelf for about eight of his accuſers, of whom 


only two or three remain alive. But we will go farther, 
and ſhew, in the continuation of our relation, that Mr. 


White has had the uniform concurrence and ſupport of 
| the colony, after as well as before the reformation of its 


government, on the recall of Mr, Hoehn in January, 


1770. 
So early as this very month of June 1774, Mr. Hodg- 
| fon acknowleges to have received from Sir Baſil Keith, 


Governor of Jamaica, copies of our Memorial and State 


of Facts of 11th November, 1773. He ſays, indeed, that 
they were imperfect; but then he did not know how eaſily 


we could confute him in this aſſertion. For he is now re- 
5 duced to the neceſlity of affirming what nobody will believe, 


that Sir Baſil Keith made out an imperfeCt copy in order 


to deceive him; or muſt acknowlege that the copy fur- : 
niſhed him at that time, was a true and perfect copy: for 


we can prove the copy to have been ſuch which was fur- 
niſhed by our Agent to Sir Baſil, Mr. Hodgſon likewiſe 
chuſes to forget that his real Defence or Reply, which 
we anſwered on 3oth January, 1776, replies to every 


charge and matter brought againſt him; which alone 
proves, that the copy furniſhed him by Sir Bafil Keith 
was a perfect copy. He charges us with ſecrecy and conceal. 
ment, at the very time he is furniſhed, by our openneſs of publi- 
(ation, with all our charges again him. He denies, in the 


firongeſt 


* — 
— 
— — 


— 


yo 


bf \ 
18 
"6; "g 
g 1 
7 80 
* 
bY 
4 1 
i 
* 
7 
& 
„ 
1 
3 
F% 
"14 
1 
2 1 
. 
1 
9 nf 
7 
72 
4 x l 
FF +4 
% 
* j 
i „ 
0 
* 1 
"> A 
1 
f [1 
+1. 8 . 
N 1 
N E 
ris 1 Ul 
* \ 
HEB LV 4 
* 
by " 4 
4 1 
* D 
7 ö 
F 11 1 
"ws 
' 
©: 620 
k : 
Ex 
75 4 
S . 
FL lk 
* C 
/ 
1 = 
7s 4 
PC Y% 4 
+ YH 
= 
." 7 
* Bo : ; i 
- Mr th 
Sg * 
4; 34 1 
. 
: ! 
© 3*S 1 
* * 
2 
94 
1 bh . 
wil 
i "*# 
11 
* 
p K 
* 1 
: : 
4 I 
! 
; { 
25. | 
| | 
| i 
; | 
4 
; + i, | BY 
it 
] H 
F 
7 . 
1 
r i | 
7 o 
14 1 
Ls 
| | 
3 4 - [| 
{+ 
: { 
1 | \ 
(i 
| " 


- 
3 a 
—_ OTST PH 
; — 


tr" Pw 4 
K er ear Fore: oo 
— — 


— << 


( 76 ) 
firinget m manner, | that his real Defence above referred th, was 
ever meant to be ſuch, at the very time that the Frontiſpiece of it 
| declares him determined not to alter a word of it. He affirms 
| it to be done in a burry, although it was from June, 1774s 
till about June, 1775, before he lodged it at the Secretary of 
State's office. From all theſe inſtances we ſubmit to your 
Lordſhips, what credit Mr. Hodgſon's ſtrong affirmations 
deſerve, when unſupported by any collateral evidence ; ; 
and how true it is, that the moſt ſolid part of his preſent 
artificial Defence depends ſolely upon we. own round 1 | 
verations. 
On the 3oth of aid June, our agent received a letter, 
dated the 29th, from John Pownall, Eſq. under-ſecretary 
of State, in anſwer to his diſpatch of the 24th to the Earl : 
of Dartmouth, mentioning, © That his Lordſhip deſired 
e him (our agent) to aſſure the inhabitants of the Moſquito- 
« Shore, that they might rely upon every protection and 
04 encouragement that ſhould correſpond with the nature 
« and principles upon which the eſtabliſhments on that 
” Shore were originally founded and have been hitherto | 
« ſupported.” 15 
On the gth of july Ke dur agent addreſſed the 
| mid under-fecretary of State, and incloſed a Memorial of 
fame date to the Earl of Dartmouth, repreſenting the 
then ſtate of the colony, and what had paſſed there from 
the time mentioned in the former Memorial of 11th No- 
vember, 1773; likewiſe a memorandum of ſame date, 
reſpecting a plan of police for the Shore. We humbly. 
refer to this Memorial and Memorandum, as containing 
the moſt inſurmountable averſion in us towards Mr. Hodg- 
| ſon, but yet the ſtrongeſt ſpirit of obedience, loyalty, and 
| fubmiſſion to his Majeſty, and to his Majeſty's Governor 


17-7 

of Jamaica, and the moſt humble apology for our tempo- 
rary inattention to the then Lieutenant-governor's com- 
miſſion of the peace; as proceeding not from any dif- 


reſpect to him, but ſolely from our reſentment to Mr. 
Hodgſon, the invariable ſource of all our grievances, ſub 


ferings, and irregularities. 
To prove our ſincere and ultimate reſpelt towards his 
Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica, and to prevent every idea 


of ſecrecy, concealment, or ſurprize, in our humble en- 
deavours to obtain juſtice at the fountain-head of govern- 


ment here, our agent tranſmitted copies of this laſt Me- 


morial and Memorandum to Sir Baſil Keith at Jamaica, 


under the 22d of ſaid July, which were duly delivered to him. 


On the 23d of November following, our agent again 
addreſſed the Earl of Dartmouth, © referring to laſt Me- 
4 morial and Memorandum: and thereupon humbly re- 
ie queſting to know what had been done in that buſineſs, 
2 a ſhip would depart in a few days for the Moſquito- 
4 Shore: and as it was not only of the utmoſt importance 
« to the colony, to know what they were to expect, in re- 
e gard to the injuries and oppreſſions they had ſo long ſuf- 
i fered from Mr. Hodgſon ; and the inconveniencies they | 


t [aboured under by their preſent ſtate of government : 
« but as it nearly concerned many gentlemen who had a 
* very large intereſt in that country, and who had fully 
c acquainted his Lordſhip therewith upon a former occa- 


&« ſion; and as the mercantile correſpondents of the co- 
“Jony, in London, who have much at ſtake in its proſ- 
- « perity or misfortunes, will be guided in forwarding or 
e withdrawing their connections there, as they ſhall 

know the reſult to be et to the denden or _ of ; 


vp 6 that ſettlement,” 
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To this the under- ſecretary of State made anſwer to 
our agent, on the 24th of ſaid November, © That he was 
« directed by the Earl of Dartmouth to acquaint him, that 
<« the proper ſteps had been taken for obtaining a full in- 
« formation of the ſtate of affairs upon the Moſquito- 
« Shore ; not only in what regards the matters ſtated in 
«the Memorial of the qth of July, but alſo in regard to 
te every circumſtance of the preſent ſituation and condi- 
« tion of his Majeſty's ſubjects there; and that no time 
« would be loſt, nor any attention omitted, that is due to 
* a conſideration of this buſineſs.” 
In the courſe of our agent's ſolicitation at the Secretary 
of State's office, he was made acquainted, on the 20th of 
January, 1775, by the under-ſecretary of State, that the 


- Earl of Dartmouth was in daily expectation, by the firſt 


packet from Jamaica, of receiving full information upon 
ſome points relative to the ſettlement on the Moſquito-— 
Shore; after which he would immediately carry into exe- 
cution his Majeſty's reſolutions in council reſpecting tlie 
Superintendant and the Shore, with which he ſhould be 
g made acquainted as ſoon as they happened. 
From this time our agent continued his ſolicitations for 
coming at a knowlege of his Majeſty's reſolutions in coun- 
cil, reſpecting the Superintendant and the Shore, until 
the month of June following; when he apprehended Lord 
Dartmouth to ſignify to him, at an audience, his intention 
of remitting back the whole cauſe to the Governor and 
council of Jamaica, to be again reviſed and reported back 


to his Lordſhip. This apprebenſion of our agent gave riſe 


to our Memorial of the 14th of June, 1775, wherein we 
refer to our Memorial and State of Facts of the 11th No- 
rember, 17733 to the Report made of our complaints by 

a . his 


| L179 7: 
his Majeſty's council of Jamaica to his Lordſhip, and proofs 
accompanying it; and to our Memorial of the gth of 
March, 1774. And after having detailed the diſagreeable 
ſituation and circumſtances of the colony, ariſing from the 
miſcondu& of Mr. Hodgſon, which are ſo fully proved 
againſt him; and the apprehenſions the colony would ne- 
ceſſarily conceive of there being no end to theſe oppreſſions, 
no releaſe from the tyranny of the Superintendant, and 
no adequate and permanent ſyſtem of police to be eſta- 


bliſhed; we beg leave to ſtate to his Lordſhip, as a cer- 


tain truth, „That were not the many and enormous in- 


« ſtances of uſurpation, miſconduct, oppreſſion, and 


e injury, towards the colony, ſufficient cauſe to diſmiſs 


ce him from the office and character of Superintendant, 

é ſuch is the rivetted and unalterable averſion of the 
40 people towards him, and of him towards the people, 
ce that his continuance as Superintendant is altogether in- 


« conſiſtent with the well-being and proſperity of the co- 


« lony. Whereupon, we humbly requeſt his recall and 


, diſmiſſion ; and that we may be furniſhed with ſuch a 


« ſyſtem of police and government as may be productive 


of our future proſperity and happineſs, and adequate to 
our peculiar ſituation.” But a very few days after this 
Memorial was delivered, the Earl of Dartmouth acquaint- 
ed our agent that he had miſtaken his Lordſhip; as it 
never was meant to return the cauſe back to the Governor 
and council of Jamaica. So that chis Memorial proceeded 


wholly upon the miſapprehenſion of our agent reſpecting 
his Lordſhip's intentions; and could not, therefore, be 


what Mr. Hodgſon's conſciouſneſs of his own demerits 


ſuggeſts to him, the caule of his being recalled, 


Upon 
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V pon the 20th of ſaid June our agent received notice 
from the under-ſecretary of State to call upon him next 
day. At this meeting of the 21ſt Mr. Pownal acquainted 
him, that he had received a voluminous Defence from 
Mr. Hodgſon to the complaints of our Memorial of the 
11th November 1773; and as that Memorial could not 
be found, he defired our faid agent would furniſh him 
with a duplicate. He likewiſe read to him a letter, dated 
in February (or January, as Mr. Hodgſon places it), 1473, 
from ſome of the principal gentlemen of the colony, ad- 
dreſſed to Lieutenant Governor Dalling, ſupplicating a po- 
lice, and aſked him what he thought of it. Our agent 

replied, that this was the firſt intimation that had been 
made to him of this letter; he was therefore ſatisfied that 
| there mult be ſome fineſſe in it, which he would imme- 


diately endeavour to diſcover. At preſent however he a- 


pealed to Mr. Pownal, whether that letter expreſſed any 
marks of particular eſteem or friendſhip for Mr. Hodgſon 2 
It was admitted it did not. Then, ſaid our agent, it 
would appear to me, that the ſubject of the letter was an 
object mutually agreeable to both parties; and being ſuch, 
both had united, the better to ſecure what each of them 
wanted: but this made no alteration in the other matters 
of complaint between the colony and Mr. Hodgſon. So 
that it appears ſimilar to a diſpute about the diviſion of 
common, many of which caſes occur in every ſeſſions of 
Parliament, where the parties are very keenly oppoſed to 
one another, but very often agree in ſome general point, 
and become :joint-ſuitors to the Houſe to obtain it; leſt 
the one or other only applying, they might both run the 


hazard of being diſappointed. This he faid was all he 


could offer at preſent, upon a matter that was ſo entirely _ 


new 


( $1 ) 
new to him ; but as ſoon as he was better informed, ne 
would give him a more explicit anſwer to his queſtion. 
It was not long before he received information; and on 
the 26th of ſaid June he duly communicated it to Mr: 
Pownal, along with the duplicate of the Memorial * 41th 
Novembet 177 3, in the following letter. 


Cc 81 R, | 
* Apreeably to what you defired of me on the 21ſt in- 
© ſtant, J herewith incloſe you duplicates of the Memorial 
and State of Facts, preſented to the Earl of Dartmouth 
c on the 11th November, 1773, on behalf of the colony 


s of his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled on the Moſquito-Shore. 1s 


6] beg leave, at the ſame time, to refer his Lordſhip to 


« the ſaid colony's Memorial and Memorandum, delivered 
«in on the gth of July, 17743 and to their laſt Memo- 


4 rial, preſented on the 14th inſtant; together with the ſe- 

c veral letters I have had the honour of tranſmitting to 
c his Lordſhip, and you, upon this ſubject. 

„ likewiſe crave leave moſt humbly to requeſt of his 

& Lordſhip, a copy of the Superintendant's Defence, which 


c has now for the firſt time appeared, that the colony, who 


are the complainants, may have the opportunity of re- 


ce plying thereto, agreeably to what is humbly conceived 
c to be the conſtant rule in ſuch caſe, in order that the 
hole merits may be fairly ſtated to his Lordſhip. . 


I am the more earneſt and ſolicitous in this requeſt, 

from the known plauſibility and addreſs of the Super- 
&« jntendant; and to remove any wrong impreſſion that 
&« may be conceived againſt the colony, from ſpecious ap- 


* pearances produced ſolely by his own finefle; which I 


&« now learn to be preciſely the caſe of the letter you 
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( 82 ) 
3 ſhewed me on the 21ſt inſtant, addreſſed from ſome of 
= the principal gentlemen of the colony to Lieutenant 
© Governor Dalling, in February (or January, as Mr. 
&« Hodgſon places it). 1773, ſupplicating a police, and re- 
« ferring to the Superintendant (who was the bearer of 
the letter), ſor a ſtate of the militia. Sir, this letter, 
* am now informed, was obtained from theſe gentlemen, 
on the Superintendant's ſolemn promiſe, that he ſhould 
not be, in any ſhape, comprehended i in the commiſſion 
bs of police applied for to the Lieutenant Governor of Ja- 
15 maica; and that he ſhould repreſent to his Honour, on 
6 behalf of the colony, the names of ſuch perſons as were 
then agreed upon, as being to the colony the moſt ac- 
& ceptable perſons for magiſtrates. In place of which, he 
© omitted theſe perſons, and, upon the ſpecious appearance 
« of the letter which he had thus procured, he obtained 
6c himſelf to be named at the head of the commiſſion, as 
« Cuſtos Rotulorum, and ſuch others to be joined with _ 
him as he pleaſed to recommend. I think I am able 
5 to prove this fact, by gentlemen now in London, to the 
entire ſatisfaction of his Lordſhip; and I doubt not but * 
we ſhall likewiſe be able to detect every other ſpecious 
piece of management that may be contained in his De- 
« tence, whenever I am favoured with a copy of it. In 
the mean time, I beg leave to ſay, that this piece of du- 
: ** Plicity has rendered him utterly incapable of ever being 


1 more believed or truſted by the colony; and in a great 


© meaſure has occaſioned their continuance in that diſ- 
.* agreeable and irregular ſtate, which they have ſo long 
continued in, and wiſh ſo much to be freed from. 
„Ihe merits of the colony's application _ the 
155 « Superintendant; reſolve 1 into two points. 


bY | * « Firſt, 


* 


(83) 


& Firſt, the articles of charge exhibited againſt ich * 
Second, that the diſlike and enmity towards him is 
e {9 univerſal, ſo ſtrong, and ſo unalterable, both from 
the Indians and his Majeſty's ſubjects, that the proſpe- 
„ rity and happineſs of the ſettlements there, depend on 

* his diſmiſſion from his Majeſty's ſervice. 

*© The firſt point is fully made out from the evidence 
collected under the Governor of Jamaica's ſpecial com- 
e miſlion, referred to in the Memorial I now have the ho- 
„ nour to hand you, 

„The ſecond I will prove from the Indian chiefs now 


here, and from en in London, without N 
s recourſe to the colony. 


One thing more remains, and that is, whit kind of 


« police is moſt ſuitable to the peculiar ſituation of the co- 


* Jony? Reſpecting this, I am a joint-ſuppliant to his 
“ Lordſhip with the Indian embaſſy and Mr. Terry, I 
“have formerly had the honour of offering a Memoran- 


dum to his Lordſhip's notice upon this ſubject; and am 


e ready, at all times, to attend his Lordſhip's pleaſure, on 


« behalf of the colony, when any progreſs is made in it. 


„ have attended in London for theſe three weeks, 
« ſolely to obtain ſomething promiſing and ſatisfactory to 


the colony. I ſhall abſolutely be obliged to leave it 


about Thurſday or Friday, for twelve or fourteen days; 
© I will therefore do myſelf the pleaſure of calling upon 
* you to-morrow about 1 1-0*clock, to know what 1 may E 


hope for. I have the honour to be, &c.“ 


Having, at this period of our relation, had occaſion to 
: take notice of the above mentioned letter, produced by 
Mr. Hodgſon, as being wrote by ſeveral members of the 


colony, on the zoth of January, 17735 to Lieutenant Go- 
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verner Dalling df Jamaiea, applying for a police; and per- 


ceirinz that Mr. Hodgſon has produced it in his Appendix, 
No. 55, along with many other letters and papers from 
No. 53. to 70' incluſive of ſaid Appendix, in order to 


ſerve as the ground-work- of his Defence and invective, 
from page 96 to 129 of his Defence, upon which be 
ſeems to lean the main ſtreſs of his argument: we will 


beg * 6 n in ee, here our 
Reply. - 


Firſt, We beg leave to Fabre that all theſe letters and 


papers were unknown to our agent, until they were pro- 
duced by Mr. Hodgſon; for they do not relate to our 


charges againſt him, and of courſe made no part of our 


evidence, or of our information. But as ſoon as our letter 
to Lieutenant Governor Dalling was produced as above, 

our agent ſhewed the deception concealed under that pro- 
| duction, and offered at that time to prove it. Afterwards | 
_when Mr. Hodgſon introduced this letter into his real 
_ Defence, : we met it with the fulleſt refutation in our An- 


wer. to his Reply to the firſt article of our ficſt e 


head of charge in theſe terms. 


- 08 With regard to the letter Gel by A very . 


" 66 gentlemen on the Shore, and addrefled to Lieutenant 


humble opinion, ſhould rather cover Mr. Hodgſon with 


«6 ſhame, than ſerve him at preſent as any part of his De- 
« fence; for although we have long wiſhed for the 
6 eſtabliſhment, of a police upon the Shore, and rejected it 
_ © when offered to us by Mr. Hodgſon, as a private man ; 
| «, yet we have been very deſirous of obtaining it in a re- 
„ gular and legal way. And for this purpoſe, when Mr. 
29 Hodgſan congefornded ta conſider himſelf in his proper 

ES | 60 Charabier 
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erer Dalling, in January, 1773; this, in our 


6 85 ) | 
&« character of Superintendant, and propoſed as ſuch to 
« the gentlemen,who ſigned that letter, that he would, as 
« a popular healing and conciliating .meaſure between him 
and the colony, carry their application for a, police to 
© the Governor of Jamaica, and ſecond their. views in 
& this reſpect; they readily agreed to write the letter 
mentioned, upon underſtanding from him, that he. 


would not concern himſelf in the magiſtracy, but faith- 


fully report to Governor Dalling thoſe perſons, whom 
„he well knew on the Shore to be molt reſpected by 
e the people, and beſt qualified for diſcharging the civil 
4 offices. But in place of this, Mr. Hodgſon improved 


e this letter to his own ſole advantage; made uſe of it as he. 


« does now, to ſhew how little foundation there was for 
our former complaints; and without applying for any 
c regular ſyſtem of police,” (according to the terms ſti- 


Bs pulated with us) obtained upon this ſuppoſed recom- 


N mendation of the inhabitants, a freſh commiſſion of the 
| e peace . placing himſelf at the bead of it, and naming, 


| * ſuch others as he thought he could the eafieſt prevail 
c upon to act with him. On his return to the Shore, this 


4 piece of duplicity was univerſally deteſted, and has 
rendered him ever ſince unworthy of being farther be · 
„ lieved or truſted by us. This fact we are now r 
to prove to your Lordſhip.” 


Surely, my Lords, if this Anda had not hos As 


ed a full and ſufhcient refutation of Mr. Hodgſon's at- 
tempt at recrimination, we ſhould have been at that time 


called upon to produce our proof; and then. we. ſhould 
not only have been able to examine witneſſes 10 this point, 


but to all the great and important articles of aur charge: 


ſeveral of the moſt reſpeQtabls members of the. colony re· 
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( 86 ) | 
ſiding then at London. We ſubmit therefore, with what 
propriety Mr. Hodgſon can be permitted now to tener 
thUſame device, at ſuch a diſtance from the Shore where 
our evidences are, and upon an occaſion wherein he boaſts | 
that ſo many of its members are removed by death. | 

We anſwer ſecondly, that Mr. Hodgſon's poſition of 
the argument in this part of his artificial Defence, as well 
as in page 10th of his Introduction, is fallacious and ſtops | 
ſhort in the critical part of his deduCtion ; for he makes 


our ſuppoſed revolts to be the cauſe why © we deſperately 


& turned accuſers to anticipate accuſation,” Now if our 


| revolts were the cauſe of our accufations'; '; what was the 


cauſe of our revolts? Here the chain prudently breaks 


off, along with the whole of Mr. Hodgſon's Defence. 


Qur intereſt to have a police, and our earneſt wiſhes and 


ſupplications requeſting it, could never be the cauſe of 
our oppoſing or rejecting it, when granted. But when 
: we bring in view Mr. Hodgſon's revolt from his duty, a8 
. early as he ſet foot on the Shore, by his proclamation of 
the "25th*Jaly, 1768, No. 7. of his Appendix ; thereby 
arrogating to himſelf the power of permitting the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica's' inſtitutions of police to continue with. 


out alteration, until the royal will and pleafure ſhould be 


farther made known; when we reflect on all the uſurpa- 
tions, injuries, and offences, done and committed by him 
in the courſe of his violent adminiſtration J from that time 


until he diſſolved the magiſtracy in June, 1771, as exhi- 


| ited and proved to the Governor of Janata in the 
month of September following; a ſufficient and adequate 
cauſe will appear, from the neceſſity of out fituation, for 


inſlitüting then A temporary goverment. When we 


| bring in view the Governor's total neglect of our com- 


8688 
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Plainte 


. 
Plaints 3 in 1772, at the time when he tranſmitted his new 
commiſſion of the peace to the Shore; we can clearly ac- 


count by this neglect, for the colony's diſpuſt ; and in con- 
ſequence of that diſguſt, for the individuals co. orig m 


in that commiſſion declining to act under it. When we 


again bring in view Mr. Hodgſon's fineſſe in getting 


: himſelf appointed to be the head of the civil magiſtracy in 


1773, contrary to his private engagement and promiſe; 


the reſentment oſ all towards him at his duplicity, and 
their eagerneſs to prevent his plan in favour of himſelf 


from ſucceeding, will readily account for our irregularity 
and q iſreſpect to Governor Dalling, ſo far as it is ex- 


preſſed i in our having declined to act under his commiſ-' 


fon. In all this detail, we aſſign cauſes ſuitable to the 


effects produced; but in Mr, Hodgſon's deductions, che 3 
cauſes either follow the effects, or the effects are pro- : 
_ duced without any cauſes, or at lealt without diſcloſing 


them. 


Thirdly, we anſwer, . 8 he above papers pro- 


| duced by Mr. Hodgſon, the colony appears by one half 


at leaſt leſs diſreſpectful to Governor Dalling, than what 
they have acknowledged themſelves to be in our Memo- 
rial, of the gth July, 1774. For by No, 64 of Mr. 
Hodgſon's Appendix, which is the oath taken by the 
council forming part of the temporary government, they 
declare, in July, 1773, the ſaid council to be inſtituted in 


conſequence of the ſaid Governor Dalling' s letter, of the 


19th of April preceding. So that their only irregularity - 


was in not having acted under the Governor's commiſſion 


of the peace: and their full 2pology for this appears in 
their proteſt and exceptions to the invalid and very ſuſpi- | 
Sous commiſſion produced by Mr. Hodgſon i in September 
8 "Y Ns following, 
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followings; fer forth in our faid Memorial of the gh 
July, 1774. But that no revolt was in their heads, 
however deeply rivetted in Mr. Hodgſon's, appears not 
oaly from the whole of this oath, but from their addreſs 
to Sir Baſil Keith, the new Governor of Jamaica, on the 
Ad of March, 1774, referring to a former letter of congra- 
tulation wrote to him in the very month of September, 
1773, when our revolt js ſaid to have happened. In this 
letter © they flatter themſelves that his Excellency is in- 
veſted with authority not only to hear and redreſs, but 
to reſtore. happineſs to his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled on 
** the Moſquito- Shore.“ And having ſet forth the 
neglect ſheyn to their complaints for fix years by his 
Excellency? s predeceſſors, as the caufe which had forced 
them to form ſome ſort of government; they declare, 
oc that nothing could have induced them to have taken 
Ki ſuch an uncommon ſtep, but the arbitrary my | tyranni- 
cal proceedings of Mr. Hodgſon.” : 


In the fourth place we anſwer, that upon. the ſuppo- 5 
ſition of what we. neyer can admit, that we were as great 


revolters and rebels as Mr. Hodgſon has moſt induſtriouſly ; 
attempted to make us appear; ſtill this is altogether 
foreign to our complaints againſt him. He may be heard 
by the officers of the Crown, as an informer; he may be 
produced by the officers of the Crown, as an evidence in 
a proſecution ſo very honourable : but we humbly ſubmit 
to > your Lordſhips, that he cannot be heard here as a party 
to criminate or recriminate us, upon the ſcore of revolt 
and rebellion ; eſpecially when it is uſed as a mean ſubter- 
fuge to cover his own miſdemeanors and offences. Mr. 
Hodgſor's ſingle object with regard to us, is contained i in 
= our Memorial and State of Facts, of the 11th November. 
bes? e | 1773. 


"WW 4 
1773- To the complaints therein ſet forth, he has made 


his real Defence; we have anſwered or replied to it; and 
the whole matter has long ſince been judged and deter- 


mined againſt him, Even at this time his own papers, 


produced in ſupport of his preſent artificial Defence, give 
the fulleſt evidence againſt him in the moſt i important ar- 


ticles of our charge. Under theſe circumſtances we beg ; 


leave to hope, that this fineſſe of Mr. Hodgſon to fix re- 


| bellion upon us, will appear to your Lordſhips what it 
really is, a lure to attract the attention of this honourable 
Board, and divert it from the only object of its inquiry, 


viz, the conduct and behaviour of Mr, Hodgſon in the 
office of Superintendant on the Shore; and as ſuch be 
rejected, and diſmiſſed out of the debate. 


Mr. Hodgſon proceeds from page 113 of his Pete 


to 129, to anſwer our Memorial, of the 14th of June, 


1775. As moſt of theſe pages are employed to ſuſtain the 
chimera of rebellion, which we have already diſſipated ; 


we ſhall only take notice of ſuch parts of them, as re- 
late to other ſubjects. 


| And firſt in return to the acrimonious 1 : 
_ which Mr, Hodgſon makes upon Mr. Gilibert's affidavit, 
pages 114, 115, 116, we ſhall only obſerve at preſent, 
that the affidavit alluded to was never meant in any reſpect 
to augment or encreaſe the evidence of Mr. Hodgſon's 
miſdemeanors and offences, but to attend and corroborate 
the authority given by us to our agent to complain of Mr. 


Hodgſon, at the time our complaints were firſt laid before 


the miniſter in November, 1773. As to the character 
of Mr. Gilibert, ſo wantonly inſulted in theſe three pages; 
we embrace with pleaſure the preſent opportunity to avow | 


a * \ — 
b 9.2 - - 0 3 — x, ä IR; —— v ee IE - —. 5 - 
* * »& > — 8 . p n — * * 
8 * 8 7 7 * e * — oobes 715 7 oa ——_— Ge GT Bk” 5 
i —_ nIwalieor ks 4 I — — 2 8 ff = 
* 
— 1 = — — _ 22 — 5 . —— 


| 
1 


( 90 ) 
and maintain, that he was one of the moſt reſpectable 
ſettlers on the Moſquito-Shore, who, for good- humour, 
fincere friendſhip, high honour, ſtrict probity, manly 
ſpirit, and every worthy accompliſhment, was univerſally 
eſteemed by all the ſettlement, except Mr. Hodgſon, as 
well as by all the Indians and Spaniards to whom he was 
known. Even now we are ready to juſtify to your Lord- 


ſhips, the veracity, probity, and fair reputation of Mr, 
Gilibert's character. 


Secondly, Mr. Hodgſon, in page 122, and in ſeveral 
other places, alleges, that we have ſaid, that Sir William 
Trelawney gave“ a full, ſolemn, and judicial hearing to 
tc our applications.“ Now, as we cannot recollect or diſ- 


cover where ſuch a paſſage is in any of our Memorials, 


and as Mr. Hodgſon has made no reference where we 


may find it, we ſhall only reply, that if hi Een 
intend any other hearing than what eventually proceeded 

from Capt. Lynn taking affidavits of the truth of our com- 

| plaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon, under Governor Trelawney's 


commiſſion, it is an error correCted by us in every appli- 
cation made to government for redreſs; and can only 
ſhew how hard Mr. Hodgſon 1s driven, when obliged to 
take hold of ſo flender a ſlip. | 

Thirdly, we beg leave to repeat, that the application ; 
made to the Earl of Dartmouth by that Memorial, pro- 


ceeded upon. a miſapprehenſion of our agent reſpecting 


his Lordſhip's intentions; which never, as he afterwards 


learned from his Lordſhip, admitted the thought of remit- 


ting back theſe papers to Jamaica: and as for any other | 


particulars, we refer to the Memorial itſelf ; which, upon ; 


a candid peruſal, will, we hope, juſtify the POPE. of 
Whatever it ſets Forth. 


From 


(7. | 

From page 125 to 129, Mr. Hodgſon ſteps back to our 
Memorial of the gth of July, 1774, and conſiders the 
reaſons for our rejecting the extraordinary commiſſion of 
the peace produced by him to the colony in September, 
1773, which, he ſays, are four. In return, we will an- 
ſwer his obſervations upon theſe four reaſons ; and then 
ſtate three more which he has not taken notice of. 


We beg leave to ſubmit, that our firſt reaſon ſtands in 


force, undiminiſhed by Mr. Hodgſon's obſervation. 


5 To the ſecond, we ſay, the two inſtances of commil- 
ſions in 1754, having the ſeal at the bottom, rather prove 
our objection than diminiſh it ; becauſe, in both theſe it 


is expreſsly mentioned, that the ſeal is at the bottom; for 


had it been uſual to Place i it Os there had been no beer. 


ſion to mention it. | 

To the third, we e ſay, that it no way invalidates our 
objection, but rather confirms it, by acknowleging the 

date of Governor Dalling's appointment to have been 


omitted; which certainly could not have happened, had 
the commiſſion paſſed through the proper office at Jamaica. 55 
Our fourth objection ſtands abſolutely unimpeached by 
any part of Mr. Hodgſon's obſervation upon it. But to 
clear up theſe four objections at once, let Mr. Hodgſon 
produce, not a copy, but the real commiſſion itſelf; and 
let it undergo the inſpection of this honourable Board, 
along with the force of our objections to it. This Mr. 
Hodgſon can as eaſily do, as producing a copy; becauſe 
we conceive it remained with him, and would naturally, 
therefore, be preſerved carefully by him, to refute our 
| objections ſo publicly made, in caſe they had no force to 
ſupport them againſt ſuch a compariſon, But a copy can 


ſezve no purpoſe but that of cluſion, 


Now, 
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Now, as Mr. Hodgſon has gone only to four of our 

objections againſt that very extraordinary commiſſion, the 

impeachment of which was never meant to be in the leaſt 
diſreſpeQful to Governor Dalling, but ſolely and only to 
apply to Mr. Hodgſon, we will beg your Lordſhips per- 

miſſion to lay before the honourable Board three more ob- 

jections, which Mr. Hodgſon very prudently omitted to 


mention, VIZ, 8 


« Fifth, Becauſe Mr. Hodgſon, in the character of his Ma- 


“e jeſty's Superintendant, had, at times, taught, inſtructed, 
e and moſt aſſiduouſſy aſſured the colony, that the Governor 


6 of Jamaica had no right of authority, command, or 
ce juriſdiction, over them: wherefore, if this doctrine 


% were true, the commiſſion then exhibited to the colony, 
66 ſuppoſing it free from all and every of the former excep» 


„tions, was an improper and illegal commiſſion: and if 


« the doctrine were not true, Mr. Hodgſon, by inforcing 
MD in the manner he bad done, had rendered himſelf 


66 + unfit and unworthy of ating, or of being received, re- 


6 ſpekted, and obeyed, as a magiſtrate by the ſaid colony. 


Sixth, Becauſe Mr. Hodgfon was then, and long had 


« been, under the complaints of the colony, for his illegal, 


« unconſtitutional, and oppreſſive behaviour and conduct, 
* exhibited amongſt them from his firſt appearance as his 


% Majeſty's Superintendant; which complaints had been 


« regularly proved and laid before the late Sir William 
« Trelawney, Governor of Jamaica, without any judg- 
« ment or determination being had or given thereon ; 


456 wberefore, whilſt ſuch complaints ſubfiſted, he re- 
% mained every way unqualified to act as a magiſtrate 
„ ver a people whom he had fo Ggnally offended, Ie 
<6 ju, and * „ IS 


ere, 
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te Seventh, Becauſe the aforefaid Mr. Chriſtian Frede- 
* rick Poſt is a foreigner, and unacquainted with the lan- 


e guage, laws, and conſtitution of Great Britain; having 


e no other connection with the colony, or relation to it, 
than as being appointed by the Society for Propagating 
o the Golpel to be a miſſionary among the Indians; and 


„ therefore every way unqualified for being appointed, 


& and for executing the office of a magiſtrate in the ſaid 
colony.“ 


We now beg leave to reſume the continuation of our 


proceedings with reſpect to Mr. Hodgſon. | 

On the 4th of July, 1775, our agent, agreeably 1 to the 
ſame ſpirit of openneſs and candour formerly obſerved, 
diſpatched a copy of our laſt Memorial of the 14th of June 


preceding, to Sir Baſil Keith, Governor of Jamaica; aud 


after having been abſent from London for ſome time, he 


on his return addreſſed the Earl of Dartmouth on the 16th 
of the enſuing Auguſt as . for a 1285 of Mr. 


"Irs Dahn, 5 


oy M Lord, 
0 1 had the honour of addreſſing your Lordſhip, through 


Mr. Pownal, under the 26th of June laſt, before I left 


« town, applying for a copy of the Superintendant's An- 


« ſwer or Defence to the complaints exhibited againſt him 


by the colony of his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled on the 


« Moſquito-Shore; in order that the colony might reply 


4 thereto, agreeably to what is humbly conceived to be 


cc the rule in every ſuch caſe : permit me at this time, my 


Lord, to renew my requeſt upon this point; and to 


pray your Lordſhip to give the neceſſary directions for 


3 nee: me with the ſaid copy without loſs of time. 


60 Gire 


- 
— 
r 


—— — e.oee „ a Iv 


0 — 
— re — K W C 
_— OI _ 


* 
SR ——— . ry rT A 


— w ˙*˙ Ol +" 


( 94 ) 

Give me leave alſo to obſerve to your Lordſhip, that 
« ſhould any farther evidence be required upon any of the 
© matters of charge againſt the Superintendant, than 
what is comprized in the large body of evidence now 
& before your Lordſhip, and taken under the ſpecial com- 
« miſſion of the late Governor of Jamaica; or ſhould | 
there be any particular facts, relative to the Superin- 


* tendant and the Shore, which government would wiſh 


< to be more fully informed of; I think I am at this time 
e able, upon being made acquainted with your Lord- 
<« ſhip's pleaſure in this reſpect, to give your Lordſhip the 
ee fulleſt ſatisfaction ; there being at preſent in London 


© ſome of the moſt reſpectable ſettlers on the Shore, who 
vill either inform your Lordſhip perſonally, or by affi- 
6 davit, of whatever you are pleaſed to require of them. 
LI am the more ſolicitous, my Lord, in this matter, 


« as I am informed that the Superintendant is not diſ- 


* miſſed from his office, but only called home to anſwer 
„ to the colony's complaints; wherefore I would wiſh 
e thoſe complaints to be made as clear and ſatisfactory to 
« your Lordſhip as the truth and notoriety of them merit; 


which by the preſence of the gentlemen above referred 
« to, may, I humbly apprehend, be now accompliſhed ; 


but not ſo eakily eſtabliſhed when they are gone. 


& have the honour to be,” Kc. 


In conſequence of this application, out agent vas fur- 


niſhed with an official copy of Mr. Hodgſon's Defence; 
and after having diſpatched a copy of it to the Shore in the 
following November, he preſented, on the 3oth of Ja- 


nuary, 1776, to the Right Honourable Lord George 


Germaine, who had ſucceeded the Earl of Dartmouth, 


ous 


( 95 ) 


our Memorial and Anſwer to Mr. Hodgſon's Deſence: 5 


in which we obſerved to his Lordſhip, that the cauſe 
« was now ready for a final deciſion; and that if his Lord- 
< ſhip were of opinion, that any farther evidence was re 
< quiſite, reſpecting the matters of charge; or that any 
“facts, relative to the Superintendant or the Shore, re- 


« quired to be farther explained; we were able to give 


te his Lordſhip the fulleſt ſatisfaction, by means of ſome 
ol the moſt reſpectable ſettlers on the Shore, who were 
then in London.” ; | 
Mr. Hodgſon, at this late period, would have his above 


real Defence go for nothing, and would ſubſtitute his 
preſent artificial Defence in place of it; but this, we beg 


leave to contend, he cannot do. | 


See our. 
emorial, 
zoth Ja- 
nuary, 
1776, | 


Firſt, Becauſe he ſolemnly declares in the front of his 


real Defence, that he will not alter a word of it; and, 
therefore, ſuch as it is, he delivers it as his Defence. 
Second, Becauſe it is not probable that Mr. Hodgſon 


ſhould have paid ſo little attention to ſo important a paper, 


as that the whole ſhould now be fit to be retracted and 


cancelled : better judgment than Mr. Hodgſon's own has 
apprized him, that if he abides by that Defence, his cauſe 
muſt end againſt him; he therefore now makes that at- 
tempt, but probably wall not be e in ſo r a 
project. 
Third, Bacauſe having regularly given in that De- 


fence to his Majeſty's Secretary of State; and the ſame 


| having been regularly received as ſuch, and our Anſwer 


duly formed upon it; he cannot be permitted, as we 


humbly conceive, conſiſtent with propriety and juſtice, to 


wave that Defence, after judgment has been given in the 


cauſe, and thereby deprive us of the many conceſſions 


and 


N 
and acknowlegements he has made, in proof of the charges | 
we have brought againſt him. 

Fourth, Becauſe the papers produced in his artificial 
Defence do not ſerve to exculpate him, unleſs the mo- 
mentary effect which may atriſe from a pattial and artful 
ſelection, may paſs for exculpation. But when cloſely 
examined, and accurately compared with the evidence in 
the Secretary of State's office, and that produced by our 
agent, they will greatly ſtrengthen, confirm, and aggra- | 
vate the charges brought againſt him; and if the papers 
themſelves will not exculpate him, far leſs can any hypo- 
thetical reaſonings eifect this purpoſe. 

From the faid 3oth of January, 1776, our agent « conti- 
nued to ſolicit a final deciſion upon the merits of our 


complaints, proceeding on this fair and cleat principle, 


that we had proved our ſeveral charges under the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica's commiſſion for that purpoſe ; that Mr. 
| Hodgſon had given in his Defence, which ſo far from in- 
validating, corroborated them throughou 
anſwered theſe Defences, and thereyperr confidered the 
cauſe to be in all reſpects ready for a final determination. 
But we appeal to your Lordſhips and the Right Honour- 
able Secretary of State, and humbly crave the protection 
of this honourable Board againſt all the foul and ground- 
leſs calumnies thrown out againſt us and our agent, by 
| Mr. Hodgfon* s innuendoes, ſuggeſtions, and poſitive aſſer- 
tions, contained in his Introduction and other parts of his 
preſent artificial Defence, affirming your Lordſhips to 
have been ſurpriſed into the decifion you gave upon our 
complaints, previous to the appointment of James Law- 
rie, Efq. on the 17th of May, 1776. And we ſubmit to : 
{ or Locdſhips, wether it did not appear to this Honour- 5 


out; that we had 


able. - 
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able Board, that the Right Honourable Secretary of State 
had delayed attending to our complaints ſo long as he did, 
in expectation that the Superintendant would have made 
his perſonal appearance, in conſequence of the recall ſent 
out to him by the Earl of Dartmouth in the beginning of 
_ Auguſt, 1775 ; and that, as he had not appeared in all 
that time, it became then requiſite for the general good 
of the ſettlement, to proceed without him : and whether, 
thereupon, your Lordſhips deciſion did not import; that 
this Honourable Board, having read and conſidered the 
complaints and proofs, as well as the Superintendant's 
Defence and the colony's Anſwer, they found the whole 
merits of the Ee before them, and thereupon were of 
opinion that Mr. Hodgſon was a very improper perſon to 
continue longer in that office; in conſequence of which 

ok Ros 

During theſe tranſactions we now requeſt your Lord- 


ſhips attention to what paſſed at Black River. 5 
On the 29th Hegele 1775, Sir Baſil Keith, Go- 


vernor of Jamaica, in conſequence of the King's com- 
mands, ſignified to him by the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Dartmouth, in his letter of the 2d Auguſt pre- 
ceding, commiſſioned John Ferguſon, Efq. to be Superin- 
tendant of the Moſquito-Shore for the time being, and 
gave him inſtructions © to proceed by the firſt opportu- 
e nity to that ſettlement, and, upon his arrival there, 
& to deliver the Earl of Dartmouth's letter to Captain 
„ Hodgſon, by which his Majeſty orders him immediately 
* to return to England; then to take upon himſelf the 
« charge of Superintendant, and forthwith iflue and pub- 
s liſh the proclamation therewith given him, which is 
Le drawn in the terms directed by the Earl of Dattmouth's 
Wh; 5 fl „letter 


| 
| 
1 
i 
| 
| 
| 
; 


l 1 
< letter to him (the Governor) of the ſaid 2d of Auguſt, 
41775 then to inſtitute a new government on the 
Shore, as ſet forth in the Governor's ſaid inſtructions. 
Mr. Ferguſon arrived on the Moſquito-Shore, and deli- 


livered to Mr. Hodgſon on the 11th of January, 1776, 


the Earl of Dartmouth's letter of recall; as alſo Sir Baſil 


Keith's letter to him of the 29th of December. He then 
proceeded to publiſh the proclamation mentioned in his 


inſtructions, which three pieces anſwer to No. 72, 73+ 
and: 74. of Mr. Hodgſon's Appendix. 


This proclamation Mr. Hodgſon has made the ground- 


work of his latter complaints againſt u-, and againſt Mr. 
_ Lawrie the preſent Superintendant; yet with how much 
_ reafon, we humbly ſubmit th, you your Lordſhips ; for it is not 


only dated on the 29th of Sega be 1775, being the 


ſame date with Sir Baſil's inſtructions to Mr. Ferguſon; 
but, on conſidering thoſe inſtructions, your Lordſhips 
will ſee, that it is made for no other intention or purpoſe 
than to diſſolve the then temporary government on the 
Shore, previous to Mr. Ferguſon's erecting a new eſta- 
bliſhed ſyſtem of government, as deſcribed in his ſaid in- 
ſtructious. When your Lordſhips inſpect the proclama- 
tion itſelf, you will ſee that it has no retroſpe&t to any 
determinate perſon or crime whatever, as chargeable upon 


bim. It looks directly forward, and only © forbids all 
« loyal ſubjects to offend in like inſtances, under the 
4 pains of penalties that will fall thereon : > wherefore it 


comprehends no determinate individual, nor accuſes any 
2 on earth. 


But taking it in the molt 8 ſenſe that Mer. - 


Hodgfon's fancy can form of it, and ſuppoſing it to be 


levelled at the chaſtiſement of the ill-debgning people, 


alluded = 
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alluded to at the beginning, who had miſled his Majeſty" ; 
ſubjects at Black River; even upon this invidious inter- 
pretation, we humbly beg leave to contend, and to ſubmit 
to your Lordſhips, that Mr. Hodgſon, and his aiders and 
abettors, are the only ill-deſigning people againſt whom 
its reſentment can be juſtly pointed. For he led the way 
to rebellion, if there was any, upon his very firſt arrival 
on the Shore, in arrogating to himſelf ſupreme power, in- 
dependent of the Governor of Jamaica, by his proclama- 
tion of the 25th of July, 1768, continuing the magiſtrates, 
without alteration, until his farther will and pleaſure 
ſhould be made known; and by his farther memorandum, 
notification, and two proclamations, contained in No, 8, 
9, 10, and 11 of his Appendix ; and by his ſpeech, No. 
15, of faid Appendix : in all which he « preſumed to 
4 form and eſtabliſh a conſtitution of civil government, 
e and to elect officers and magiſtrates for the adminiſtra- | 
e tion of the ſame, without any powers or authority derived 
« from his Majeſty for that purpoſe 3 which proceedings 
« are (as declared by ſaid proclamation) againſt the king's 
peace, Crown and dignity.” | 
Mr. Ferguſon thaving ;ucd the above proclamation, 
proceeded to the eſtabliſhment of the new form of govern= 
ment, by electing a Council of twelve, a Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, and a Board of Juſtices of the Peace, as ſet 
forth in his inſtructions. In all which he was molt heartily 
and joyfully aſſiſted by us; and from out of our number 
che ſaid Council, Judges, and Magiſtrates were choſen, 


by the free election and choice of the people con 1 5 


his Majeſty's ſubjects on the Shore. Univerſal content, 
peace, harmony, and union took place once more upon the 
Shore, except what oppoſition aroſe to it from the turbu- 
02-4; | --- lent 
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| lent and keen reſentment of Mr. Hodgſon to the new ſyſ- 
tem. For ſo far from being ready to embark and return 
home, in obedience to his letter of recall, he inſiſted on 
continuing to be reſpected and attended to as his Majeſty's 
Superintendant, and detained in his private poſſeſſion one 
of the books of public records till the day of his departure; 
and all this in oppolition to his Majeſty's recall, the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica's authority and appointment, and the 
united voice and ſentiment of the new government, and 
all the members of the colony. | 

Had Mr. Hodgſon really and truly meant to come 
home, and to appear an obedient and dutiful ſubject, he 
would undoubtedly have paid the higheſt reſpect to his 
letter of recall and the authority of the Governor of Ja- | 
maica, by fubmitting to the new inſtitution and the new 
Superintendant, without conſidering himſelf in any other 
point of view than as a private man, looking out for the 
ſpeedieſt opportunity to convey himſelf to England, But 
by following an oppoſite courſe, he ſoon found himſelf = 
entangled with individual members of the colony, whom | 
he had outrageouſly offended by the hardy and cruel man- 
ner in which he treated their characters in his real De- 
fence, which accompanies our anſwers of the goth of Ja- 


nuary, 1776; and thus he gave no ſmall degree of per- 


turbation to the new government, until the time of his 
departure from the Shore in the month of July ſollowing. 
We will now prove theſe facts to your Lordſhips. 
Firſt, with regard to his private feuds. | 
Mr. Hodgſon, in his reply to the firſt article of our 
general head of charge, had accuſed Mr. William Reid 
of perjury. Upon Mr. Reid's arrival at Black River, 
he wrote to Mr, Hodgſon, under the 2d of March, 
| 1770, 


(61012) 


1776, and ſent it by Mr. Thompſon wherein he men- 
tions the offence given, and deſires to know whether 
Mr. Hodgſon had thought of any method of making re- 
paratio the wound he had attempted to give his repu- 
tation, and concludes thus : * For my part I know of 
only two poſſible ways, both which muſt readily occur 
to you, and you are at liberty to purſue either. I am, 

e Sir, &c.” See our Appendix, No. 4. Mr. Hodgſon 
anſwers this letter on the 3d of ſaid March; in which 

anſwer, after winding about the ſubje& a good deal, he 
concludes thus: * On the whole, I am very much con- 
&« cerned at having applied the word perjury to your 
name, and ſhall make it my buſineſs both here and at 
ee home, to declare ſo, and every way prevent the leaſt 
* imputation of it being againſt you. This, Sir, is my 
„whole mind upon the ſubject, and Iam, Sir, &c.”— — 
See our Appendix, No. 5. To this Mr. Reid replied on 
che ſame 3d of Marks: in 1 the Rong terms. 


6 bi. 


received your” 5 this morning, which In by any 


« means think is a latisfactory an{yer to what I wrote you 
*“ yeſterday. 


be charge you have exibited againſt me in your 1 re- 


„ ply, is conciſe and poſitive ; conſequently the s- 5 
« tion I expect muſt be ſimilar. 


As an injured man, I have a right to diQtate z z there= 
fore ſend you a form for your guidance. 


T7 Black Un: Moſquito-Shore, 3d March, 1776. 


ve « Whereas I Robert Hodgſon, of Black River afore- 
4 ſaid, have in a certain paper, intitled a Reply to a 


EO 8 „State 


( 1a) 
40 State of Fats, preſented by Mr. White of London to 
6 Lord Dartmouth, accuſed William Reid of ſaid Black 


60 River, of having been guiky of perjury ; and whereas, 
60 I am now thoroughly convinced that there was not, nor 


is, the ſmalleſt ground to found ſuch a charge upon: I 


« do therefore hereby declare and profeſs myſelf truly and 
« and ſincerely ſorry for ever having exhibited any ſuch 


© accuſation againſt the ſaid William Reid; and for 
4% which I do hereby aſk his pardon, promiſing that Iwill do 
« every thing in my power to wipe away any ſtain or im- 


s preſſion this charge may have left upon the nne 
e of the ſaid William Reid.” | 


„ Your copying, ſigning, and ſending me the above, 1 


| « will prevent me from immediately taking ſome ſteps 


« that may prove highly diſagreeable. I have not above 
. an hour or two to ſtay upon the Bank, and ſhall ec | 
6 your anſwer within that time. 


19 1 85 1 am, Sir, yours, Ke. 


(Signed) « WILLIAM REID 
To this Mr. Hodgſon made anſwer. 


10 Black River, Moſquito-Sore, 50 March, 1776. 
«« SiR, 


* 41 with you had let mine of TELE morning have been Eis- 15 


I factory to you, but as I had determined, as ſoon as ever 
« I found I had wronged you, to make you every repara- 
tion in my power, I now, in purſuance of your's, juſt 


received, declare, that whereas, in my reply to the 
« State of FaQts, preſented by Mr. Robert White of Lon 
Fa don to Lord Dartmouth, I therein was led (by the ſaid 
10 State of Fa) to declare you was guilry of perjury 3 

| «and 
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„and whereas I am lately thoroughly convinced, that 
« the matter wherein I ſo thought you guilty, was not | 


done; and therefore, in reality, there could not exiſt 
ground for ſuch charge: I do now, Sir, declare, I am 
ci extremely forry for having exhibited it, and will do every 
«thing in my power to wipe away any ſtain or impreſſion 


i it may have made on your reputation; and as, Sir, you 
e may perceive I am ſenſible I have wronged you, I think 


jt becomes me to aſk your pardon for it, which I now 


«Jo. I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


(Signed) 40 * ROBT. HODGSON." * 
1 am not poſſeſſed of any copy of the State of Facts; 


« in the mean time this letter is at your ſervice to ſhew to 
©& every one you pleaſe.” 


« To Mr. William Reid, of Black River, Mol. 
quito. Shore“ 


Mr. Babe Gilibert had an affair of the ſame na- 
ture with Mr, Hodgſon, and being at Black-River, he 
wrote him a letter in French under the 6th of May, 1776, 
in which he acquaints him of the offence he had given 


him in the Reply made to our complaints to the Earl of 


Dartmouth, by ſpeaking of him in the following terms. 
It will be time enough for me to ſpeak of Mr. Bartho- | 
© lomew Gilibert's merit, when 1 think he has any; at 
e preſent I look upon him to be a worſe man, than the 
„ moderation I mean to adhere to will allow me to ex- 
« preſs, &c.” He then remarks to Mr. Hodgſon, that 
as in theſe words he had portrayed him a baſe and wicked 
man, he demands honourable reparation ; hopes he will do 
| Juſtice to that i innocence, which he had thus, without re- 
ſerve, attempted to deſtroy. And concludes with obſerv- 


ing 


H 4 


e 
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ing, that he would hence judge without farther explana- 
£6 tion, what his intentions were. That he had the means 
e of rendering this matter eaſy, and expeditious, hoping he 
6c would come to a concluſion, before the roots of the ulcer 
ce penetrated farther. He was in expectation of his anſwer, 
« impatiently his moſt humble and obedient ſervant.” See 
our Appendix, No. 6. 

Mr. Hodgſon made anſwer on the ſame day, but dated 
his letter on the 5th; in which he appears to aggravate, ra- 
cher than leſſen, the offence given. See our Appendix, 
No. 7. Mr. Gilibert replied on the 8th, taking notice of 
theſe aggravations in the terms following: 


« Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 

6 Black Rirer, May 8th, 3 

DE... «Sin, | 
© On peruſing your Reply to the State of Facts, pre- 
cc « ſented by Robert White, Eſq. to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
I perceived that you had by unjuſt inſinuations endea- 
« youred to hurt my character; therefore, I wrote you 
cc on Monday the 6th inſtant, and expected you would 
cc have done me that juſtice, which was my due as a man 
ce of honour and unblemiſhed character; inſtead of which, 
on the ſame day you wrote an anſwer, dated on the 5H, 
4 and therein ſay, Mr. White pledges me as a ready 
ee youcher for matters that did not bappen ;” alſo that «I 
« was prompt in accuſation againſt you, and ready to 
« youch what had not happened.” In another part you 
« ſay, “our widely different walks in life will, Sir, pre- 
©& vent my underſtanding more by your letter, than that I 
c ought to take care of any aſperity in my expreſſing my 
40 opinion; J for it is only opinion, and not accuſation of 
| . you,” . 
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« you.” By two of the above quoted paragraphs in your 
« letter, you plainly accuſe me of being ready to take falſe 
60 oaths ; and by the laſt, you ſeem to imagine that your 
6 walk in life prevents my demanding, or you giving, ſuf- 
: « ficient ſatisfaction for the injury done me: therefore 
« you have thought proper to repeat it as above z and I 
i now do as a gentleman, and an injnred man of honour, 
« inſiſt on your immediately taking off every aſperſion 


* which you have ſo unjuſty caſt on me, both in the Re. 


* ply and your letter; otherwiſe I ſhall be indiſpenſibly 
&« obliged to take ſuch meaſures (as may be diſagreeable), 
| «& to convince you that no ſtation in life can or ought to 
* prevent you rendering ſuch ſatisfaction as is juſtly due 
to, and expected by, Sir, your molt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) 5 3. GILIBERT, 


ce Pp. 8. I expect a faiafatory and final 5 this ay, : 
4c being determined not to take up my time in writing 
de any more letters; and as you ſeem not to underſtand 
the energy of the French, in which I firſt wrote you, 
& 1 now write 00 in Engliſh,” 


To this Mr. Hodgfon made 8 


| 6 TEINS May a0, in. 
4 SIR, c 


« ] perceive it will be in vain to argue any more on 3M 
te ſubject ; for there appears to me to have been a prede- 
© termination in you, not to liſten to what I think the 
«« plaineſt reaſon in the world, I mean my letter of the 
5th or 6th inſtant. 5 
e Your ſatisfaction or mine will I hope be met th 
K in the line wherein jou attacked me. I ſhall clear up 

66 that ; 


2 


—— — 
* — 
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ee that peint before I engage in others.” In the mean 
© time, Sir, be you aware how you meddle farther with 
« my character; for, depend upon it, I ſhall uſe all fuch 
« means. as become my public ſtation (or, if you pleaſe, 
& walk in life), to procure compenſation for any hurtful 
attempts you may make on it. It is me, I think, who 
_ «© am the injured man; and till I can procure that public 
1 juſtification and ſatisfaction T hope 9 1 en Sir, 
It 'moſt humble fervant, | LETS 


(Signed) | "© * ROBERT HODGSON.” » 


* Gilibert receiving no ſatisfa&tion from the 8th ts 


the roth of ſaid May, he then Pn the nee a0 : 
1 7 or N Xt Black Blvd 


oF 


3 i« Black 4p Ja. g. 
C2 OS 


* Whereas Robert Hodglon, Eſq. how Supetigrainduc 
5 ” « of this colony, hath 1n a certain paper, intitled a Reply 
4 to State of Facts, preſented by Mr. Robert White of 
5 «6 London to Lord Dartmouth, moſt maliciouſly and 
00 wickedly aſperſed my character, by inſerting the follow- 
© ing paragraph, viz. « It will be time enough for me to 
4. ſpeak of Mr. Bartholomew Gilibert's merit, when J : 
1 think he has any; at preſent J look upon bim to be a 
5 worfe man, than the moderation I mean to adhere to 
« will allow me to expreſs, HET 9 
« And whereas I have repeatedly required i ſaid Ro- | 
es bert Hodgſon, Eſq: to make reparation for the i injury he 
© has attempted to do my reputation; to which repeated 
ce applications he, the ſaid Robert Hodgſon, hath returned 
8 { nothing 888 equivocal and evaſive anſwers, and finally 


e reſuſed 
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« refuſe# to give me the ſmalleſt ſatisfaQtion : I therefore, 


«in juſtice to my character, think myſelf indiſpen fibly 
bound to acquaint the world, that the ſaid Robert Hodg- 
* ſon, Eſq. is a coward, a liar, a villain, and a diſgrace to 


* the commiſſion he formerly bore; as witneſs my hand, 
&« at Black River aforeſaid, this 19th day of May, 1576. 


(signed by) „B. GILIBERT. 


It is in return, we preſume, to this ſtrong affront pub 


upon Mr. Hodgſon by Mr. Gilibert, that Mr. Hodgſon fo 
illiberally attempts to revile his memory in the before 
mentioned 114, 115, and 116th pages of his preſent De- 
fence; for it is now a conſiderable time ſince Mr. Gili- 
bert was murdered by a party of Spaniards and run-away 
negroes, who lay in ambuſh for him near Roman River, 


on the weſtern confines of the Moſquito- Shore. Mr. 


Reid has likewiſe been ſome time dead: but the two in- 
| ſtances now given of the difference they reſpectively had 


with Mr. Hodgſon, will ferve to aſcertain their characters, 
and help Mr. Hodgſon to fulfil his promiſe to the latter, in 
wiping away any ſtain this unjuſt imputation of perjury | 


might have made on his reputation with your Lordſhips. 
| Reſpeting the perturbation he gave to the public, and 
the ſentiments the new government entertained of him, 

we humbly offer to your Lordſhips the following proofs. 
Firſt, Mr. Ferguſon, the "now Superintendant, found 
himſelf under the neceſſity of making the following public 


act, or prohibition, in April 1776, in conſequence of Mr. 
Hodgſon's refractory ſpirit againſt his authority, and 
the legal government newly eſtabliſhed o on the Moſquito- ; 


here, via. 
= « Moſquito- 
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« Moſquito-Shore, f, f ROT Og 
1 By John Ferguſon, Eſquire; Superintendant of the 
Moſquito-Shore. 


„ Whereas Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. has, after repeated 


3 6 applications made by me, refuſed to deliver the fourth 
e yolume of the book of Public Records of the ſaid Shore. 


do therefore forbid any record or records whatſoever 


46 to be inſerted therein, from the date hereof, unleſs the 


e perſon inſerting ſuch record or records ſhall be autho- 
i riſed by me to do the ſame ; as doing any 197 to the 


$5 agen, ſhall be null and void. 


« Given under my hand and * at arms, at Black | 
00 River, this 11th day of April, 1776. 


(Signed) "$i JOHN FERGUSON. 


By order of the Superintendant, , 
(signed) T Janes UsHER, Seer." js 


Second, It en from tlie minutes of che council We 
Black River, held on the 2.3d of September, 1776, that 
Mr. Ferguſon, Sperintendant for the time being, had di- 


| reQted his ſecretary to record in the fourth volume of the 
7 Colony Records, a proclamation iſſued by him in the 
month of February preceding, appointing the time and 
8 place for electing a council for the ſaid colony; which book 
of records was afterwards taken away from the ſaid Mr. 
F erguſon in a ſecret and clandeſtine manner, and not de- 


livered to him until ſome time in July following, when he 


received the ſame from Mr. Hodgſon. It alſo appears 
dat Mr. Hodgſon did ſtyle himſelf Superintendant of the 
Shore, when he was not ſuch; and did order one Andrew 
Wack, as his Tecretary, to record ſeveral Papers in this 


fourth 
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fourth volume of Records ; the firſt 'of which bears date 


the 1ſt day of April, 1776, page 24; and the laſt is dated 
the 23d day of July following, page 76; yet iwas known 
to the ſaid council, that Mr. Hodgſon had left Black River 


on or about the ſaid firſt day of April, 1776, in company 
with John Pitt, Eſq. ; wherefore it was the opinion of the 


Board, that Mr. Hodgſon had thoſe records dated ſo early 
in April, in order to avoid if poſhble coming under the 
cenſure of a proteſt, iſſued by the aforeſaid Superintend- 
ant Mr. Ferguſon, and recorded in the firſt page of the 
fifth volume of Colony Records. It alſo appears, that the 


| faid council condemn the proceedings of the ſaid Mr. 
Hodgſon, in detaining the faid fourth volume of Records 
from the ſaid Superintendant and the public, as tyrannical, 


arbitrary, and illegal; and declare all and every record, ſo 


recorded at the deſire of Mr. Hodgſon, from the firſt of 


- April to the 23d of July, 1776, to be illegal; and they are 
thereby declared to be null and void. See our 9 8 


No. 8. 


80 fr was Mr, Hodgſon 1 intending or /bekng ready | 


to return home on receiving his letter of recall on the 11th 


of January, 1776, as he has all along repreſented in the 
ſtrongeſt terms to your Lordſhips ; that he did not execute 
his power of attorney, appointing Meſſts Uſher, Pitt, and 
Thoms to act for himſelf, his wife and children, reſpect- 
ing their property on the Shore, until the 15th of 


July, 1776, as appears from an authentic extract of the 
ſame, ſworn to by the above mentioned Andrew Riddel 
on the 23d of ſaid July, and extracted from the 74th, 


7th, and 76th pages of the aforeſaid fourth volume of | 
Records on the 28th of February, 1779. This is the vo- 


2 lume above mentioned ſo wrongfully and e detained 


in 


— 
— ons — 
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in the private poſſeſſion of Mr. Hodglon. See our Ap- 
pendix, No. g. ' 
We farthtr beg leave to repreſent to your Lordſhips, 
that Mr. Hodgſon has brought no evidence or proof what- 
ſoever that we have ſeen, to ſatisfy your Lordſhips of his 
c unremitting endeavours to meet with a veſſel to take his 
« paſſage in, from the 11th of January, 1776, when the 
46 orders for his return reached him,” as ſet forth in the 
26th page of his Introduction. We ſubmit that ſuch a 
proof was indiſpenſably neceſſary from the nature of the 
Defence itſelf ; but more eſpecially ſo when we ſee it 
clearly proved from the date of the laſt mentioned ex- 
tract, that he had not put himſelf in readineſs to embrace 
any opportunity for leaving the Shore, before the 15th 
of July, 1776, which was fix months after he had re- 
ceived his orders. The veſſel which carried his ſucceſ- 


for, Mr. Ferguſon, to the Shore, in the beginning of 


January, 1776, had certainly ſome farther deſtination. 
She muſt, we preſume, have been bound either directly 
back to Jamaica, or to the Bay of Honduras, and from 
thence to England, or ſome other port lying in a fair di- 
rection towards Great Britain. Why did not Mr. Hodg- 
ſon embrace that opportunity in the courſe of his unre- 
mitting endeavours to meet a veſſel for his paſſage ? Had 
he done this, he had avoided the detention for two months 
on the ſandy deſert iſland, and for fix months more on 
the famiſhed ſhore of Bermudas. Again, had no oppor- 
tunity offered for a paſſage from the Shore, in all the 
ſpace of ſix months that he ſtayed there, after receiving 
orders to return home ; how eaſy and how neceſſary was 
it for him to have aſcertained this important truth by 
de teſtimony and affidavits of reſperinble perſons on the 
Shore? 


Shore? . eſpecially to ſupport his narration at the outſet of 
ſo extraordinary adventures. But to return to the deſert 
iſland : was it not eaſy and neceſſary to obtain the evie 
dence of the maſter and other officers of the veſſel, for 
aſcertaining its latitude and longitude, that we might 
know in what part of the world i it exiſts ; and for verify- 


ing the cauſe of his ſtaying 'ſo long as two months in fo 


very diſagreeable a place: 


caſioned by no mercantile ſpeculations whatever, but the 


pure inſurmountable obſtacles of wind and weather? It 
is true that in page 17th of his Introduction, he refers us 
to his Appendix, No. 77, and proteſt reſpecting Bermuda. 
But when we turn to that part of his Appendix, we find 


only Mr. Hodgſon's letter of the 8th of June, 1777, ad- 
dreſſed to Lord George Germaine, repeating his diſmal 


voyage, and the moſt groundleſs calumnies againſt us; : 
but no ſort of proteſt is exhibited, Was it not here, like- 
wiſe, very eaſy and neceſſary for Mr. Hodgſon, to have 
obtained the certificate of the Governor or Chief Magi- 


ſtrates of Bermuda, to ſupport his relation of famine, and 


the want of ſhipping for ſix months, in a place ſo diſtin- | 
guiſhed upon all other occaſions for plenty, and for ſea- 


craft of the very beſt conſtruction? eſpecially as a proba- 


_ bility lies, that Mr. Hodgſon's mercantile genius might 


have been there better employed in commercial ſpecula- 
tions for ſix months, than in ſtarving inactively in the 


iſland of famine ! Even Mrs. Hodgſon's relations, com- © 
poſing the family of the late reſpectable Mr. Pitt, being 
ſettled on that iſland, might occaſion ſome tender attrac- 


tions, and extend the duration of ſo unexpected a viſit, 


At preſent we will beg leave to put a ſew queſtions to ; 


Mc. Hodgſon, reſpeRing his paſſage from the Shore. 


: and that this detention was oc- 


* 
Fo Ms 
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1s the paſſage from Black River on the Moſquito-Shore 
to Jamaica, the moſt direct and proper route for getting 
to London, when no veſſel is directly bound from faid 
Black River to England ? or is there any other, and what 
better mode of conveyance F: 

Had Mr. Hodgſen a ſloop or veſſe] of his own at the 
Shore, about eighty tons burthen, or any other burthen, 
at or about the time of Mr, Ferguſon's arrival there with 
his order of recall, or during any parts of the months of : 


January or February, 1976? 5 
If Mr. Hodgſon had ſuch a floop or rel of his own, 


why did he not proceed in her directly to Jamaica, on re- 


ceiving his order of recall about the rich of January, 


1776? 


Did Mr. Hodgſon, long TN Mr. Ferguſon 8 arrival at 


Black River, or at any time after his arrival there, ſend 

or diſpatch his ſaid ſloop or veſſel from the Shore to the 

iſland Bonacca to be caulked, inſtead of caulking her : 
at Black River? Did he go in her, or ſend his family in 
her, to the ſaid iſland of Bonaccay in or about the months 
of May or June, or at any other time, from the arrival 


of Mr. Ferguſon at Black River in January, 1776 2 
Did Mr. Hodgſon in the mon th of July, or in any other 

month of the year 1776, embark in his ſaid floop or veſſel, 

or in any other ſloop or veſſel, along with his family, and 


ſteer from the ſaid ifland of Bonacca on a courſe leading | 
to Bermuda inſtead of Jamaica? 


Did Mr. Hodgſon at any time after his arrival at Ber- 


muda in the ſaid loop or veſſel, ſend or diſpatch her, or 
any other veſſel, with flour to Jamaica, or with any other 
article or articles of proviſion or commerce? or. did he or- 

der, direct, or permit her, or any other veſſel, to be ſent 


or 


E 3 8 
or diſpatched wich any ſuch proviſions or merchandize to 
Jamaica on his own account ? Or did he ſhip or cauſe to 
be ſhipped any proviſions or merchandize on faid "nh 
or any other, on his own account ? 

Did Mr. Hodgſon, at any time after his arrival at Ber- 
muda in the faid floop or veſſel, take or agree for a paſſage 
for himſelf to St. Euſtatia? Did he proceed to St. Euſtatia? 
And if he did, was that his direct courſe to England ? 

| Did, or did not, the veſſel which brought Mr. Ferguſon 
to Black River, to ſuperſede Mr. Hodgſon as Superin- 
tendant for the time being, proceed again from Black 
River in or about the month of March, 1776, to Jamaica? 
And did not the ſame veſſel return again to the Moſquito- 8 
Shore at Black River, and ſail back to e in of - 

en the month of June in ſaid year 1776? 

Leaving Mr. Hodgſon to anſwer theſe queſtions in 

| whatever way he pleaſes, we will in the mean time tate 


do your Lordſhips ſuch opportunities as are come to our 


 knowlege, and which preſented themſelves from the Bay 
of Honduras and the Moſquito- Shore to this kingdom, 
from January to July incluſive, in the year 1776 ; and by 
which merchants in London received advices from their 
correſpondents, and will verify the ſame whenever re- 
quired; and by which alſo, as we humbly conceive, Mr. 
Hodgſon might have availed himſelf of a paſſage, had he 
been really inclined to obey his orders and return home, 
VIZ. 


Advices dated 


. 2 January, 1776—By Capt. Jahan of the Marianne, 
from Honduras to London. 

14 and 21 Feb. do. —Þy Captain Rogers, from Do to Do. 
2 16 Fe- 
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16 February 1776.—By Capt. Lyon, of ſhip Lyon, from 
Do. wrecked on her paſſage. 

3 and 6 Mar. 1776. —By Capt. Buchanan, of the e 

| from Do. to London. 
N. B. This veſſel brought letters from 
the Moſquito-Shore of 14 and 16 
February, which were forwarded 

from Black River to Honduras by 
Capt. Archdeacon, to be put on 
board of the firſt veſſel for Britain. 

10& . 1776. —By Capt. Smith, of the Moſquito- 
Shore Packet, from the Shore to 

FR London. 

23 April, 1776.— By Capt. Striton, of the Polly, from i 
the Shore, via Honduras, to London. 

2 May, 1756. —— By Capt. Smith, from Jo. via Hon- 
duras, to Do. 

5 July, 716 — Capt. Leſtin, of the Lovely Laſs, 

from the Shore direct to Do. 


In ſhort, whilſt Mr. Hodgſon f ſtands ſo totally unſup- _ 
ported in the relation he makes ; and whilſt the proofs 
are ſo clear of his holding the oſſice of Superintendant, 
and pretending to hold and maintain himſelf in it after his 
recall; and of his being fo unprepared as he was for his 
voyage on the 15th of July, 1776; and of the various 
opportunities which offered for his paſſage home; we 
humbly ſubmit, that he muſt unavoidably appear to have 
been guilty of the moſt wilful diſobedience, and to have 
avoided, out of choice, being preſent at your Lordſhips 
hearing and judging our complaints againſt him. 


We 


As ) 

We proceed 1 in our proofs reſpeCting the ſentiments e en- 
tertained by the new government of Mr. Hodgſon, which 
will at the ſame time evince the continuation of the co- 
lony's approbation, ſatisfaction, and confidence in Mr. 
White, as the public agent of his Majeſty's ſubjets on 
the Moſquito-Shore. 

The Council and Magiſtrates of the new ebenen 

addreſs Governor Keith, under the 20th of April, 
1776; in which, after acknowleging his Excel- 
lency's letter by Mr. Ferguſon, and expreſſing 
their grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs in beſtowing ſo 
much attention upon the infant colony, they pro- 
ceed particularly to celebrate it, 
ce In appointing Mr. Ferguſon to ſucceed Mr. Hodgſon, 
| & who by his illegal and unconſtitutional proceedings fince 
© his arrival here, as Superintendant, has drawn upon him- 
«« ſelf the contempt and indignation of uy We inhabitants 
6 of this ſettlement, &c. . 

At preſent we have the faircſt RY of enjoying in- 
« ternal peace and quiet, in conſequence of the harmony 
and good underſtanding which ſubſiſts between Mr. 
© Ferguſon, the preſent Superintendant, and his Majeſty's 
6 loyal ſubjects ſettled here; and we ſhall eſteem his con- 
« tinuance amongſt us in that character as a ſingular hap- 
« pineſs. With reſpect to what hath happened, relative 
to the colony ſince Mr, Ferguſon's arrival, we leave en- 
„ tirely to him, who will, no doubt, acquaint your Ex- 
«* cellency with every material occurrence ſince that period. 
6 But before we conclude, we cannot forget aſſuring your 
Excellency, that we will at all times moſt: chearfully 
« gbey his Majeſty's commands that may be tranſmitted to 
«uz by your Excellency, or any other his Majeſty's 


3 3 be: 1 
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* governors. And ſo far are we from wiſhing to live in 
"a the lawleſs manner as repreſented by Mr, Hodgſon, we 
te now think ourſelves particularly fortunate in having a 
40 regular form of government eſtabliſhed among us, which 
& has in a great meaſure been the means of reſtoring that 
. peace and tranquility we have ſo long been ſtrangers to. 

« We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) John Bourke, John Lawrie, Daniel Hewlett, 
&« William Reid, John Gallen, Ja. Home, P. Bode, John 
66 Orrett, Joſhua Stoddard,” 

On the 23d of ſaid april, 1776, the Council and 
_ Magiſtrates of the new government write thus to 
Mr. White: | 
1 We duly received your letters of Oftober the 10th 
10 and Noyember the 20th, &c. and copy of Mr. Hodg- 
«6 fon? s ſcurrilous Reply to the State of Facts, &c. We 
1 acknowlege ourſelves, and the colony in general, to be 
4e under obligations of a very high nature, for the whole 
of your proceedings on our behalf, all of which we en- 
ce tirely approve of, and now return our grateful thanks 
< for the ſame, as it has been the means of reſtoring peace, 
« harmony, and legal courts of juſtice at this place, by 
« the ordering home of Robert Hodgſon, Efq. the late 
„ Superintendant, whom we hope never will be again in- 
„ veſted with any kind of authority on the Moſquito- 
Shore; as we much fear that his being appointed in 
_ * any public ſtation at this place, will be of infinite diſ- 
t ſervice to the colony.” | 
After deſcribing the new government, they proceed: 
< Notwithſtanding ] Lord Dartmouth's letter ordered Mr. r. 
« Hodgſon's return home, and Mr. Ferguſon, by his in- 
“ ſtruCtions, was to 18 upon him the place of Superin- 


„ tendant 


{ 


„ 

ce tendant immediately on deli uering the ſaid letter, yet Nr. 
| « Hodgſon inſiſts that he is himſelf Superintendant while 

© he continues here: but we are not fo infatuated as kim 1 
e ſelf; therefore diſregard his aſſertion, and pay all due 
c reſpect to his worthy ſucceſſor, unto whoſe application | 

Mr. Hodgſon illegally refuſes to give up one of the — 
<« books of the public records of the country, ugh Mr, | 

« Ferguſon has ſeen it in his poſſeſſion. „ 

* We requeſt your ſtill acting with your uſual good 
e judgment and vigour for us; and if poſſible, at any 
rate, keep us from the calamity of ever ſeeing Mr. 


« Hodgſon again inveſted with any public authorſty | 
« whatever on the Moſquito-Shore. | 


« We are, &c. (Signed) John Lawrie, John Bente 
„Daniel Hewlett, John Gallen, James Home, Thomas 
% Marriot Perkins, Bartholomew Gilibert, John Orrett.“ 

On the 24th of July, 1776, the Council and Magi- 
ſtrates of the new mne wrote to Mr. White 

„ a6 folldws3:4 55 
DE. From the concurring PIO WER of Mr. Hodgfor's » 
4 not leaving this place for Europe until this day, and his NM 
( perſevering unalterably in the {ame arbitrary line of con- - 

« duct, by with-holding the records, and uſurping the 
« authority of Superintendant to the very hour of bis em- 
« barkation, we have not been able to attend as we ; ought | 
« to the buſineſs of the colony. | | 
| « However we could by no means omit the vreſent- - 
& opportunity, the firſt that has offered, to acknowlege 4 
ce the receipt of the Memorial to Lord George Germaine, | 
« &c. and to return you our hearty thanks for that unre- | 
44 mitted attention you have paid to our intereſt, and 4 
& which we bave no doubt will be producuve of the moſt. 

3 1 8. 44 ale, 
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4 ſalutary effefs to the colony; and has not only prevent." 


te ed for the preſent, but-we truſt will preſerve us for the 
ce future, from the overbearing e of an * au- 
* thority. 

„Added to this en gangrene, which for ſome 
& years has fed on, and almoſt totally deſtroyed the very 
40 vitals of harmony, peace, unanimity, and police; we 
te have within theſe few weeks been attacked from another 

«« quarter,” &c, This reſpects the _ 2 of the 
Morning-ſtar ye 
From the diſcord that has reigned. among us for ſome 

& time, more eſpecially. with a Superintendant and a 
* would-be Superintendant, who acknowleged no ſupe 
« rior, and denied all law that did not coincide with his 
« ſypreme will and authority; you may eafily imagine, 
« that no matters either relative to the community at large, 
2%: ar! individuals, could be properly adjuſted, We are, 

& &c. (ſigned) John Bourke, Daniel Hewlett, George 
% Hewm, John Gallen, James Home, John Laurie, 

Matthew Erneſt, junior.“ 

On the 10th of October, 1776, hs PR and ma- 
giſtrates of the new government wrote to Mr. 
| White a8 follows : 15 


« | Incloſed. you have copy ol a petition to ” OI : 
E Lawrie. 


2. . Lowe's int, add appointment to the 
66 ſuperintendancy of this colony, has had an amazing ef- 
40 fect on the ſpirits of every individual of this ſettlement, 
| & after being difpirited by the oppreſſive and abominable 

_ & practices of Mr. 3 tending to the total deſtruction | 
* of the colony. e 3 

5 6 The 


„ 

« The minds of the inhabitants remain in a very 
te anxious ſtate, not being able to diſcover any thing con- 
© cerning the deſerted negroes, and are under dreadful 
<« apprehenſions for the conſequence ; all the parties ſent 

e hitherto in ſearch of them proved unſucceſsful. 
% Captain Lawrie deeply impreſſed with their diſtreſs, 
& called a council, in order to try what other ſteps could be 


taken for their relief. The reſult of which determined 


„him to ſend an expreſs to General Tempeſt ſor thirty 


&« of his men, to ſcour the country and find out their lurk- 


< ing places. General Tempeſt immediately complied 
< with his requeſt ; but unluckily on iſſuing his orders to 
collect the numbers wanted in his neighbourhood, the 
© news of Captain Lawrie” s appointment, ſpread along the 
“ coaſt, and brought 250 more than what was neceſſary; 


** which has thrown a very great and heavy expence upon 


© him and the country, there being neither arms nor am- 


« munition in the King's ſtore; an unſurmountable 
© obſtacle, and no funds to anſwer the exigencies of ſuch 


an emergency.“ | | | 
The petition referred to in the above letter, expreſſes 


the ſentiments of the government towards Captain Lawrie 


thus: 


“Sir, we the members of the council, and juſtices of 


e this place, beg leave ſincerely to congratulate you on 


“ your appointment to the Superintendancy of this Shore; 
* and we aſſure ourſelves, that from the harmony and 
« friendſhip which does and always did ſubſiſt between 


„you and the inhabitants of this colony, adding to which 
© the love and attachment which the Moſquito Indians 


bear to you, we have the faireſt proſpect of this colony, 
$6 hitherto ſo much neglected, flouriſhing under your care 


= 4 | ; | «K and. 
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& and direction; and {riſing from a ſtate of ſhameful 


obſcurity, under which it has long laboured, to form 


— —— - 


one of the fineſt colonies under the Britiſh crown.” &c, 
The reſt of the addreſs is ta up in ſtating the wants of 
the colony, and both it and the foregoing letter are ſigned 
John Lawrie, Daniel Hewlett, George Hewm, James 
Home, William Walker, ſenior, John Gallen, Mathew 
Erneſt, ſenior, John Bourke, John Orrett. 

We ſhall add but one inſtance more. 


On the 14th of September, 1778, the faid govern- 
ment of the ee write to Mr. White 

as follows; „ 

« Your favour of the 1005 of May, 1778, acknow- 

© Jeging the receipt of ſundry of our letters, was deliver- 


* ed us on the 3d of Auguſt; by which we received the 


« agreeable information of 1 8 return to 1 native 
« country. TN = 
e very early opportunity you took of lung 
« Lord George Germaine on the buſineſs of this colony, 


0 ſerves to confirm us in the opinion we have always en- 


e tertained of the unremitting care and attention with 
„ which you conduct our affairs, and of your diſintereſt- 


sed regard for our happineſs and welfare. 


« We are exceedingly concerned to find by your letter, 


© that we are likely to have more uneaſineſs from the reſt- 
4% leſs and ambitious ſpirit of our former Superintendant, 
Mr. Hodgſon, who, not content with having thrown 
ee this country into the utmoſt confuſion and diſtreſs by 
& his mal-adminiſtration when in office, ſeeems to be 
anxious to complete its deſtruction by endeavouring to 
, reinſtate himſelf in | his former rank of Superintendant. 


« As 
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* As to his heavy accuſation of our being revolters, we 
have only to obſerve, that if to have a decent care of the 
e preſervation of the invaluable rights and privileges of 
« Britain, or to endeavour legally to obtain the removal 
& of a man who attempted to act in the moſt arbitrary and 
„ oppreſſive manner, be to merit the name of revolters; 
«« we acknowlege the title. But in no other ſenſe are 
©& we revolters, &c. This letter is“ ſigned by order of 
(« the prineipal inhabitants of the Moſquito-Shore. 
e DaxiBL Youns, Secretary.” 


Such i is the evidence given by his Majeſty's government 
on the Moſquito-Shore, which was eſtabliſhed by the free 
voice of the people, under the authority of the Governor of 
Jamaica, reſpecting Mr. Hodgſon the object of all our 
complaints. Such is the authority by which our agent 
acts and conduQts the buſineſs and intereſts of his Ma- 
| jeſty's ſubjects ſettled in that reſpectable part of America. 
Mr. Hodgſon was preſent on the Shore, when this govern- 
ment was created, and when the people freely elected its 
conſtituent parts, compoſed of the council, judges, and 
magiſtracy. All theſe departments are filled up out of 
our number; who from the ſame ſource, and with the 
concurrent voice and ſentiment of the ſame people, but 
compoſing a much larger repreſentative body, gave ori- 
ginal right and authority to our ſaid agent to complain of 
Mr. Hodgſon. Vet this gentleman Mr. Hodgſon would 
perſuade your Lordſhips to avoid believing, that this was 
the accuſation of almoſt the whole ſettlement; inſinuating 
that iD was only a partial junto of the colony, all of whom ; 
were now dead but two or three; and that he himſelf was 
the object of reſpect with the people, from whom he has 
e DOE | 5 


28 
not hitherto been able to produce one man in his fa- 
your. | 55 
Equally unfavourable are che ſentiments of the Indians 
to Mr. Hodgſon; but ſenſible how much of your Lorſhips 
time we have already taken up, we ſhall only beg leave 
to refer to Governor Briton's letter to the Eail of Dart- 
mouth, No. 2 of our Appendix, and to the report the 
Indian embaſſy made of him to his Lordſhip, in 1775, 
and conclude this part of our evidence with the united 
letter of addreſs from Governor Briton and General Smee, 


two Indian chiefs, to the Right Honourable Lord George 


Germaine, dated 1ith February, 1779, wherein they 
ſpeak as follows: 5 

« My Lord, the happineſs which my country en joys under 
« the mild adminiſtration of Captain James Lawrie, the Su- 


; e perindant appointed by your Lordſhip, demands my 


« warmeſt acknowlegements ; and I think myſelf bound by 
&« every tye of gratitude to teſtify to the whole world, how 


much I owe to your Lordſhip for your attention to the 


< intereſts of the Moſquito-nation, and the readineſs you 
„ expreſſed to redreſs the many grievances they laboured 


% under, by removing the late Superintendant Mr. Hodg- 
é ſon, whoſe conduct was a continued ſeries of injuſtice 
and oppreſſion. 


« This removal has been attended with the Janet con- 


| 1 ſequences to my country, as many of the Indian tribes 


were determined to accept the very advantageous offers 


made them by the King of Spain, through the channel 
of the Vice-roy of St. Fee, provided Mr. Hodgſon con- 
s tinued in his office ; and their defection would in all pro- 
6 bability have been imitated by others. Judge then, my | 
Lord, how fatal a Rep? it would be to permit Mr, Hodgſon 


\- to 
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© to return to this country in any Public character; but 
ce of this I have not the moſt diſtant apprehenſion, as 1 
** repole more confidence in the juſtice and wiſdom of 
« his Majeſty's Miniſters, than to imagine they would 
& force any oflicer upon a people, amongſt whom he 1 18 

"uy and univerſally deteſted. 

The countenance and protection of his Britannic 
„ Majeſty, together with a proper ſupply of arms and am- 
e munition, will I hope enable the inhabitants of this 
country to defend their liberties againſt their hereditary 
< enemies (the Spaniards), and alſo to preſerve, for the 
e Britiſh nation, an extent of territory, which when 
« rightly underſtood will become highly valuable. 

Permit me to aſſure your Lordſhip, in the name of 
« the whole Moſquito-Indians, that they will be happy 
4 at all times to give the ſtrongeſt proofs of their allegi- 
„ ance to his Britannic Majeſty, and of their inviolable 
« attachment to the Engliſh nation, whoſe happineſs : 


« and proſperity they have always conlicered, as inſe- 
6 ' parable from their own. 5 


I am, with ſentiments of the higheſt reſpet, 


66 « My Lord, 
6 Your Lordſhip! 8 moſt obedient ſervant, 
hie 5 5 
86 COLVILL d BRITON, 
: mark, 


| « Governor of the Moſquito Nation. 
6 „ Signed, in 1 the agate of 
%%% of 6 [ moſt 


See Me- | 
mortal to 


Wl Earl 
=_ 
1 


of Dart - 
mouth, 
24th June, 
1775 


( 124 ) 


1 moſt heartily concur with the. Governor in * 
* within letter. 2 

is 

60 * JOHN d SMEE, 


5 | mark, 
« « General of the e . 


7 Signed, in the preſence of 


% Dan, Joux, Pub. Sec. 
" ks Si 11th Feb. 1779.0 


Here, my 8 we will beg leave to 5 8 the argu- 


ment held in ſuch contempt by Mr. Hodgſon, p. 118, of 
his preſent artificial Defence ; but which we nevertheleſs 


conceive to contain ſound policy, and to be eſtabliſhed 
ypon the eternal foundations of equity and ne It is 


mus: 1 
« £6 This colony n never IO. EY of any 185. his Majeſty 8 


ce Superintendants till now. The father of this very 


«x Robert . Hodgſon, Eſq. was Superintendant until his 
e death. They {till moſt highly revere his memory. 
«Captain Otway ſucceeded him. They continue to hold 
„ his name in equal veneration. But no ſooner did the 
<« preſent Saperintendant exhibit himſelf in the execution 


46 of his office, than the colony, as one man, were alarmed 


« and complained of him; and, as one man, they now 
c entertain the moſt inveterate and irreconcileable aver- 
« ſion to him: The cauſe of theſe complaints are fully 


© exhibited in the proof before your Lordſhip : but at 
„ preſent your memorialiſts will ſuppoſe them out of the 


«queſtion; they will ſuppoſe the Superintendant per- 


„ fectly right, and the colony entirely wrong; in this 


9 e they nn ebend the only queſtion 
| 6 for | 
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& for conſideration is, for what end is the office of Supers 
c jntendant created? were it for the ſingle intereſt and 
© emolument of the perſon appointed, he would be ne- 
« ceſſarily the principal, if not the only object in view ; 
& but if this office is inſtituted, as they apprehend it is, 
_ for the ſole intereſt and emolument of the colony; to 
& promote their proſperity ; improve their commerce; 
* and cultivate, on their account, a ſtrict union with the 
Indians; which are the very words narrating the reaſon 
<« of his appointment: then they humbly conceive it to be 

en ſelf-evident truth, that the people compoling the co- 
6 lony are the chief, if not the ſole object of government's . 
« attention ; that their proſperity never can be effected by 
% man hated and deteſted by them; that the colony | 
5 ce ought not to be ruined, even ſuppoſing they are in the 
« wrong; that the Superintendant ought not to be ſup- 
& ported and maintained in his place, to the hurt and in- 
40 jury of the colony, even ſuppoſing him to be in the 
e right; and that keeping ſtill the end and purpoſe of the 
es inſtitution in view, the leſſer inconveniency and intereſt 

„e ſhould give way to the greater; the Superintendant 
ce be diſmiſſed, and the colony reclaimed.” = 
Upon the whole of the preceding hiſtorical account of 
our conduct towards Mr. Hodgſon, and his behaviour to- 
wards us, we humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that the 
following concluſions are ny drawn, and r aſcer- 
tained and fixed. 15 

Firſt, That all the moſt e! articles of our ge- 
neral heads of charge, as contained in our Memorial and 
State of Facts of the 11th November, 1773, are ſtrongly 
corcoho: ated „ ſtrengthened, and confirmed by the various 
pieces | 
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pieces produced at this time by Mr. Hodgſon in his Ap® 
pendix ;. which, ſo far from clearing and ſupporting him 
in-his intended Defence, afford the ſtrongeſt proof of his 
breach of duty, uſurpation, and miſdemeanors. 
Second. That not only the principal inhabitants of 


the Shore, but the moſt numerous and reſpeclable repre- 


ſentation of the ſettlement, or colony, of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects reſiding there, that ever appeared upon any other oc- 
caſion, are the perſons who complain for themſelves, and 


on behalf of the colony, againſt Mr. Hodgſon. 


Third. That Mr. Hodgſon's real, genuine, and proper 
Defence was tranſmitted by himſelf to the Right Hon. Se- 


cretary of State in the courſe of the ſummer 1775; which 
Defence being regularly anſwered by us, a final- judg- 


ment was given upon the cauſe in May 1776. This 
judgment, therefore, neceſſarily excludes all future at- 


tempts to open the cauſe at this time, which would moſt 
unjuſtly deprive us of all the acknowlegements, conceſ- 
ſions, and proofs which Mr. Hodgſon affords us in his 


original Defence: nor is it poſſible to prove now, by pa- 
role teſtimony, the facts which at that time could have 


been proved, in refutation of Mr. Hodgſon's Defence; 


ſome of the witneſſes being now on the Shore, and others 
dead. | | 
Fourth. That we have been all along open, candid, 
and fair in our complaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon, which 
we freely publiſhed, together with all our ſubſequent Me- 


morials relating to ourſelves as a colony, not only before 


the Miniſter here, but before the Governor of Jamaica, 
Mr. Hodgſon's immediate ſuperior and commanding offi- 
cer; who, as Wo propereſt perſon, duly communicated 

them 
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them to him, by Mr. Hodgſon's own confeſſion, and 


thereby afforded him the opportunity, which he accord- 
ingly embraced, of making his proper Defence: and all 
his ſurmiſes, ſuggeſtions, and affirmations to the contrary, 
are altogether groundleſs, and . to his own 
acknowlegement. 

Fiſth, That in regard of his not having been furniſhed 
with a copy of the proofs, it is evident that he was poſ- 


ſeſſed of ſuch a copy of them as we conceived to be effec- 


tual for making out our charges againſt him, at the time 


Sir Baſil Keith furniſhed him with a copy of thoſe 
charges. It is equally evident that he conceived himſelf 


at that time to be properly ſupplied with ſuch proofs, and 
that they were familiar and known to him; as he made 


anſwers to them, and i in theſe anſwers generally admitted | 


the truth of them. 
Sixth. That the calumnies and abuſe thrown c out at againſt 


1 us and our agent through the whole of this new perſorm- | 


ance, are moſt highly injurious to us; and, in ſome in- 


ſtances, moſt diſreſpectful to your Lordſhips, as being 


wholly deſtitute of truth, and only ſupported by Mr. 
Hodgſon's imagination, heated in his own cauſe. 
And finally, That he reſolutely and moſt diſreſpect- 

fully diſobeyed his Majeſty's orders of recall, and avoided 
com ing home to Jultiſy himſelf, not only by neglecting 
to embrace the opportunities which preſented themſelves to 


others, both from Honduras and the Shore; but by detain- 


ing the public records, and aſſuming the office and character 
of Superintendant, after all his legal powers and functions 


had been ſuſpended ; in defiance of every principle of order 
and good government, and of the proper refpe& aud ſubmiſ- 


ſion to the orders of the king's minilter, This point ſecms 


10 
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to be a material one in your Lordſhips eſtimation, becauſe, 
upon the truth or falſhood of Mr. Hodgſon's reaſons for 
not complying with his orders of recall, will depend, how 
far your Lordſhips former judgment ought to be conclu- 
five, The cauſes of his inability to comply with his or- 
der of recall might have been direQly proved. by Mr. 


Hodgſon, though the negative cannot be proved by us. 
But when an important fact is omitted to be proved on the 


one hand, and the higheſt degree of improbability offers it- 
ſelf on the other, all minifters of juſtice form but one con- 


cluſion. That Mr. Hodgſon ſhould not have been able to 
find a paſſage to ſome port which had a frequent inter- 


courſe with Jamaica or England, in the courſe of fix 


months, is incredible. The deſert iſland is no better at- 
teſted, than thoſe which we find in romance. The ſtarr- 


ing in the plentiful iſland of Bermudas, and the i mpoſſi-' * 


| bility of finding a paſſage from a place full of ſhipping in 


the courſe of fix months, is alſo incredible.—And what 


confirms the improbability of the whole, is the falſe re- 
ference in page 17, which would lead any reader, who did 


not turn to the Appendix, to imagine that documents and 
original papers would there be found, vouching the ar- 

rival at Bermudas, and the circumſtances of it, and from 
whence ; inſtead of which he will only find that theſe mat- 
ters were aſſerted by Mr. Hodgſon ſome years ago, with- 


out any vouchers for this ſtrange account, in the ſame 


manner that it is now repeated. 


In ae whereof we wake requeſt your Lordſhips 
to diſmiſs Mr. Hodgſon's preſent artificial Defence, 
; as wholly inadmiſſible—to adhere to and confirm 

Jour: Lordſhipe | own judgment given upon our 
Shin 
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complaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon on the of 
May, 1776— To receive no farther applications 
from him, reſpecting thoſe our charges and com- 
plaints, which have been ſo long finally adjudged 
and determined by this honourable Board, to 
the inexpreſſible happineſs of all the members of 
thescolony and to paſs ſuch cenſure upon Mr. 
Hodgſon's groundleſs calumnies and abuſe of our- 
ſelves and our agent, in his affirming that we ſur- 
priſed or impelled your Lordſbips to a haſiy deciſion in 
the ſaid month of May, 1776, as to your Lord- 
ſhips in juſtice to yourſelves and us — ſeem 
Proper. 
In name of his Majeſty's cabjetts, the princi- 5 
pal inhabitants of the Moſquito-Shore, for 
themſelves and on behalf of all others his Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects reſiding chere, by virtue of their 
power of . 


London, March / 6,5 
17 80. 7 


ROBERT WHITE. 
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Thos. Mariott Perkins, 


CONTAINI N 


CO PIES OF ORIGINAL PAPERS. 


No. I. e . 
APPOINTMENT. 


The principal | Inhabitants of the Moſquito-Shore at Black 
River, to Robert White Eg. to repreſent them, 


Black River, 26th July, 177 3. 


"E the principal inhabitants of the Moſquito- 
Shore, in America, ſeeing the abſolute neceſlity 
of having ſome gentleman to tranſact our buſineſs in Lon- 


Aon, that the ſtate of this country, and the many griev- 
_ antes and hardihips we have long Jaboured under, may be 
immediately repreſented to government at home: and 
as our repeated remonſtrances, and even proofs by affi- 
davit, laid before the Governor of Jamaica, and Admiral 


on the-ftation; have not been taken notice of, we there- 
fore requeſt our good friend, Robert e Elq. of Lon 
don to repreſent us. 


Signed by the 3 


Lawrie, Hewlett, and Co. Bryan M Paniel, 
John Gibb, | John Gallen, 
George Hlewm, by proxy, Philip John Morris, 


John Pitt, Joſeph Dodgſon, by proxy, By 
John Bourke, John Parker, 5 
Robert Kaye, William Liſter, by . 


Edward Caddle, 
John Wagner, 
Alexander Finlater, 
Anthony Martin, 
Joſhua Stoddard, 
James Hoy, 


artholomew Gilibert, 
bn Dill, by proxy, 
"William Reid, 
John Orrett, 
David Hume, 


1 


No. II. 


Governor Timothy Briton, a Moſquito Indian Chief, com- 
manding the Southern Diftri& of the Moſquito- Shore, to the 


Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, FRI? Se- 


cretary of State for America. 
N 


I EMBRACE this opportunity of writing to you, that 
I may inform you of the neglect ſhewn to me by Mr. 


Robert Hodgſon, his Majeſty's Superintendant for this 


Shore, who lives at Black River, two hundred and ten 
miles diſtance from me. He has viſited me twice within 
theſe four years paſt. The prefents I received from him 
during ſaid time, I have incloſed you a true copy of their 
amount, that you may make the fame known to my bro- 


ther and good friend, the King, who I hope will ſend us 
another Superintendant, and order the preſent to refund 
what he has unjuſtly detained from me, and applied to 


other uſes: ſuch as ſending traders into the Spaniſh coun- 
try with almoſt the preſents his Majeſty allots for me,'and 
appropriates the ſame to his own uſe. I pray his Majeſty 
to take this into his moſt ſerious conſideration, and TE 
him that J am his good friend. _ 


„ | 
(PEERS in Chief of the Southern Diſtri& 
of the Moſquito-Shore. 


Tibuppy, Moſquito: Shore, 10th Nov. 1773. 


| 75 the Right Be Lord Dertmenth, Sade of State 


for the American Department, London. 


INVENTORY taken this 8th day of March, 1172, of 
poods Governor Briton received from Robert Hodgfon, f 


=. being two and a half years preſents. 


8 yards coarſe checks, 2 1 ditto, a 5 Ae 64 ditto. 
9 Scotch handkerchiefs. 


5 yards Callimanco. 


his 
TIMOTHY < BRITON. . 


K 3 121 yards | 


vorn this 19th day of April, 
; 1774. before me, 
JOUN LAWRIE. 
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12 2 | yards Oſnaburgs, 7 ditto, 9 4 ditto, 13 ditto, 16 
ditto, 12 ditto. 
4 & yards red broad cloth, 2 guns, and 2 ſmall pots. 
2 1b. gunpowder, 2 quart bottles ſhot, 
10 claſp knives, 4 cutlaſs blades. 
3 & lb. large beads. 
1 buſhels ſalt. 
4 coarſe hats. 


About 6 groſs pipes, 6 Jews-harps, and a ſew Em- 
hocks. ; 


The above articles were delivered to me on the above 
day for two and a half years preſents; ſince which time 


Captain Hodgſon has been with me once, and gave me 


three bowls grog and one bottle rum; fince which I nei- 


ther have ſeen him, or received any kind of preſent from 


him. 
| TS his 
TIMOTHY < BRITON, 


es TR mark. 
Black River, 12 n. 


Moſquico-Shore. 


Perſonally appeared before me, John Lawrie, Eſq. 


Chief Magiſtrate, appointed for the Moſquito-Shore, Col- 


vill Cairns, who being duly ſworn, maketh oath, that he 


took the within inventory of preſents given by Robert 
Hodgſon, Eſq. to Governor Briton, for him and his peo- 

ple, at the earneſt requeſt of the ſaid Governor Briton, 
who declared, to the beſt of his remembrance, he nor his 


5 people had received any more than therein mentioned in 
| the time: and farther this deponent faith not. 


COLVILL CAIRNS. 


No. 


( 


No. III. 


Affidavit. Captain Milliom Colvill, of the Moſquito Shore 
Pacguet, prefixed to the Puwer of Agency, the principal In- 
habitants of the Moſquito- Shore to Robert White, Eig. 

London. OY 
WILLIAM COLVILL, Maſter or Commander of 

the ſhip or veſſel, called the Moſquito- Shore Pacquet, 

now lying in the river of Thames, London, maketh oath, 

That he, this deponent, was preſent, and as a witneſs, did 

ſee Daniel Hewlett, George Hewm,. John Bourke, Tho- 
mas Marriott Perkins, J. Lawrie, David Lamb, Colvill 

Cairns, John Lawrie, Bartholomew Gilibert, John Pitt, 

John Orrett, John Sutherland, Thomas Bonner, James 

Hoy, Bryan M*Daniel, Jeremiah Burton, William Reid, 

John Gallen, William Weſton, Moſes Madox, Charles 

Keiff, John M*Kie, Richard Hill, Joſeph Sberſen, Wil- 

liam Edwards, N. Todd, Richard Cawſe, Joſeph Sleigh, 

John Allum, Lewis Farril, John Wagner, Robert Borth- 
wick, Bartholomew Alexander Pitt, David Harris, Richard 

Morgans, Samuel Fluellen, John Parker. David Black (or 

Gavin Black), Anthony Martin, John Longworth, Tho- 

mas Dodglon, David Hume, Stieven Stan, and Richard 

Ward, his Britannick Majeſty's ſubjects and principal in- 

habitants of the Moſquito-Shore, and alſo parties to the 

_ deed-poll, or power of attorney, hereunto annexed, bear- 

ing date the twenty-ninth day of March, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, ſeverally ſubſcribe their | 
names to the ſaid deed-poll, or power of attorney; and i 
was allo preſent, and as a witneſs did ſee the ſaid Daniel - = 
Hewlett, George Hewm, John Bourke, Thomas Mariott i 

Perkins, J. Lawrie, David Lamb, Colvill Cairns, John | N 

Lawrie, Bartholomew Gilibert, John Pitt, John Orrett; 

John Sutherland, Thomas Bonner, James Hoy, Bryan 

M PDaniel, Jeremiah Burton, William Reid, John Gallen, 

William Weſton, Moſes Maddox, Charles Keiff, John | j 

M<*Kie, Richard Hill, Joſeph Sherſen, William Edwards, 1 | 

N. Todd, Richard Cawſe, Joſeph Sleigh, John Allum, _ 

Lewis Farril, John Wagner, Robert os, ſeverally | 


ſeal, and as their reſpeClive acts and deeds, deliver the ſaid 
deed- poll, or power of attorney; and that the names Da- 
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niel Hewlett, George Hewm, John Bourke, Thomas 
Marriott Perkins, J. Lawrie, David Lamb, Colvill Cairns, 
John Lawrie, Bartholomew Gilibert, John Pitt, John 
Orrett, John Sutherland, Thomas Bonner, James Hoy, 
Bryan M*Daniel, Jeremiah Burton, „ 
Gallen, William Weſton, Moſes Maddox, Charles Keiff, 
John M*Kie, Richard Hill, Joſeph Sherſen, William Ed- 
wards, N. Todd, Richard Cawſe, Joſeph Sleigh, John 
Allum, Lewis Farril, John Wagner, Robert Borthwick, 
Bartholomew Alexr. Pitt, David Harris, Richard Mor- 
ans, Samuel Fluellin, John Parker, David (or Gavin) 
lack, Anthony Martin, John Longworth, Thomas 
Dodgſon, David Hume, Stieven Stan, and Richard Ward, 
ſo ſubſcribed to the ſaid deed-poll, or power of attorney, 
are oper reſpective proper hands writing; and that the 
name;Colvill, ſubſcribed as witneſs to the ſaid deed-poll, 
or power of attorney, is the proper hand writing of this 
deponent, and was ſo ſubſcribed by him in teſtimony of 
his being witneſs to the the ſigning, ſealing, and delivering 
of the ſaid deed-poll, or power of attorney, by the ſaid 
feveral parties as aforeſaid. Es LT; 
. 1 „ W. COLVILL. 
S worn the 8th day of July, 1774, 7 a 
before me, Fredk. Bull, Mayor. 


Power of Agency, the principal Inhabitants of the Moſquito- 
Hhore in North America, to Robert White Eſq. 8 
Great Black River, T 

Moſquito-Shore. 1 Fool 1 . 
WE whoſe names (as conſtituents) are hereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, being his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the Moſquito-Shore in North- Ameri» 
ca, aſſembled at a General Quarter Seſſions of the peace, 
for ourſelves, and in name and behalf of the colony of 
his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled in theſe parts, 
have by theſe preſents hereby nominated, made, ordained, 
conſtituted, appointed, and authoriſed ; and by theſe pre- 
{ents do hereby nominate, make, ordain, conſtitute, ap- 
point and authoriſe Robert White, Eſquire, of Fenchurch 
Buildings, in the city of London, to be our agent in 
Great Britain; by theſe preſents hereby giving, grant» 
po a | 2 | EL ing; 
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ing, and committing unto him (the ſaid Robert White, | 
Eſquire) our full power and authority for us, and in our 
names to guide and manage and conduct our affairs and 
Intereſts of every kind as a colony asd ſettlement of bis 
Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects, at the court of Great Brffaia, 
and before and with all perſon and perſons. whatſoever 
and wheteſoever in all courts of juſtice and out of the 
ſame, and ſufficient agents and attornies under him, one 
or more to appoint and authoriſe, and at his pleaſure again 
to revoke and make void: and generally to do and cauſe 
to be done all and whatſoever acts, matters, and things, 
which to the office and appointment of an agent of a Bri- 
tiſh colony is known to appertain and belong, although 
the ſame ſhould really require more {ſpecial authority than 
is otherwiſe by theſe preſents herein compriſed. We pro- 


miſing and engaging, and hereby firmly binding and 


obliging ourſelves unto the ſaid Robert White, Eſquire, 
to hold firm and ſtable all and whatſoever he our ſaid 
agent ſhall lawfully do or cauſe to be done in and about 
the premiſes, by virtue of theſe preſents. In witneſs 
whereof, we have each of us hereunto reſpeCtively ſet our 


- hands and athxed our ſeals, at Great Black River (the chief 


Britiſh fettlement) on the Moſquito-Shore, in North-A- 
merica, this twenty-ninth of March, in the fourteenth year 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the third, by 
the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, defender of the faith, and ſo forth; and in the 
year of our Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy four. | 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, (when and where no ſtampt 
paper could be procured) in the preſence of 


Wan Alex. Pitt, Stieven Stan, 
. Richard Ward, 


? bes, Harris, William Reid, 
Richd. Morgans, John Gallen, 
Samuel Fluellin, William Weſton 


ohn Parker, 


Niof. Maddox, 


Gavin Black, _ Chas. Keiff, 
Anthony Martin, | John MKie, 
John Longworth, Richard Hill, 


Thomas Dodgſon, 
David Hume, 


* 4 


oſeph Sherſen, 7 
liam Edwards, 


- —- " 
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N. Todd, | David Lamb, 
Richard Cawſe, Colvill Cairns, 
Joſeph Sleigh, John Lawrie, 
Joh Allum, | Bmv, Gilibert, 
Lewes Farrel, 7 John Pitt, 
* Wagner, John Orrett, 
ob. Borthwick, John Sutherland, 
Daniel Hewlett, Thomas Bonner, 
George Hewm, James Hoy, | 
John Bourke, Bryan M Paniell, 


'homas Marriott Perkins, Jeremiah Burton. 


J. Lawrie, 5 


No. IV. 


Mr. Reid's firſt Letter to Mr. Hodgſon, dated 24 of March, 


£950: | 
N. B. Mr. Reid's ſecond letter of 3d March is en- 


tered in the Memorial, and both letters are authenticated 


; by Mr. Reid.) 


81, | 7 | „„ 
In a paper which you tranſmitted ſome time ago to 


Lord Dartmouth, I find that you have taken the liberty of 


accuſing me of perjury, a crime which I ever held in the 
utmoſt abhorrence. Conſcious of my own innocence, 


you cannot ſuppoſe I will tamely ſubmit to this unworthy 
treatment, without ſeeking for ſome redreſs. I have there- 


fore prevailed upon Mr. Thompſon to wait upon you, and 


know from your own mouth whether you have thought of 

any method of making reparation for the wound you have 
attempted to give my reputation: for my part I know of 
only two poſſible ways, both which muſt readily occur ta 

you, and you are at liberty to purſue either, 


Tam, Sin, It 

| Your moſt humble ſervant, 8 

| (Signed) WILLIAM REID. 

EEE . e 
2d March, 1776. 75 8 


To Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 15 1 


(% 


Ne. Y- 


Mr. Hedgſon” s firſt Letter to Mr. Reid, dated 3d Mar 
1776. 

N. B. Mr. Hodgſon's ſecond letter of ſaid 3d March 
is entered in the Memorial, and both letters are 
authenticated by Mr. Bourke, Cuſtos Rotulorum. 

DIR 

IN the papers preſented to Lord Dartmouth by Mr. 
White, your affidavit is uſed to prove, that I was to 
elect fix of the council, and the ſaid papers were virtually 


ſigned by yourſelt, therefore. i in a paper that required every 


degree of preciſion, I could not doubt but the proof uſed 
contained what was neceſſary for the purpoſe for which it 
was called in, though I never had (nor ever have) ſeen it. 

I aſſure you, that in the firſt hurry of anſwering it, I 
was rather inclined to think it was Reid (whole name 1 
think is William) who then and now lives at Pearl-Key 
Lagoon, and has ſigned more than one paper agaialt me, 
however, I do not mean to ſay, but I loon after thought it 
was you, 


What 1 ſay in my Reply, vas taken up by me on the 


grounds recited in the firſt paragraph, and I think I was 

juſtifiable in doing fo. 
But I now find I have been led into a nifiaks about 
your faid affidavit, having been very lately aſſured by 


people who have ſeen it, that no ſuch proof is therein ot- 
fered. This you may imagine gives me that uneaſineſs 


every man of honour muſt feel at having any wiſe taken 
up, on any grounds whatever, a matter that turns out not 
to be really the caſe, although Mr, White in a manner 


vouches it, and you ſeem virtually to ſign the proof de- 
duced from it. 


On the whole, I am very much concerned at having 


applied the word perjury to your name, and ſhall make it 


my buſineſs, both here and at home to declare ſo, and 


every way prevent the leaſt imputation of it being againlt 


you. This, Sir, is my whole mind on the ſubject, and 
VVV 
| Yi Ktmble PRE: 


| M oſquito-Shore, 
March EL 1776. 


| 1 


(Signed) ROBERT HODGSON. 


1 
No. VI. 


Mr. Gilitert's firſt Letter to Mr. Hode ſon, dated 6 May, 1776, 
N. B. Mr. Gilibert's ſecond letter, dated 8th May, 


is entered in the Memorial, as well as his advertiſe- 
ment, dated 19th of ſaid May, and the whole are 
authenticated by Mr, Gilibert. . 


A Monſieur Robert Hedeſon, 


Black River, 6 de _ 1996. 
| Monſieur, | 


AVANT «te informs du noir cha er que vous avez 
fait de moy, au miniſtre Monſeigneur le Comte Dartmuth, 
en reponſe ou à la Replique, des affaires d'etat concernant 
cette colonie, qui furent repreſentees par Monſ. Robert 
White, notre agent, le 11 Novembre, 1773, au miniſtre 
de ce department; et dans votre repreſentation que vous 
avez faite à ce puiſſant miniſtre de certains habitants de ce 
ais ty, | je me trouve perſonnellement inclus un du nom- 
E rayant peu echapper votre cenſure, et calomnie at- 
troce, de votre part; dans Paffreuſe apologie que vous 2d : 

avez faite de moy dans les termes ſuivants. 

It will be time enough for me to ſpeak of Mr. __ 
ce lomew Gilibert's merit when I think he has any; 
« preſent I look upon him to be a worſe man than the 
* moderation I mean to adhere to will allow me to expreſs. 
& can ſcarcely underſtand him in Engliſh ; and he does 
e not talk Moſquito : Dillſon underſtands only theſe two 
« languages; what rhetoric paſſed between them is to me 
© inconceivable,” &c. Kc. | 

Vous vous appercevrẽs Monſieur que 1 vous m' attaquẽs et 
faites mon portrait, comme l'homme le plus ſcelerat, et le 
plus mechant que la terre puiſſe ſupporter, devant un 
miniſtre comme celui de la Grande Bretaigne, que je 
ſuis indigne du bien, et capable de tout mal; je meritois 
une autre fort, mais je deffie tout Punivers' enſemble de 
m'attribuer qu'elle baſſeſſe qui que ce ſoit que Jay jamais 
commiſe depuis mon enfance, juſques a Page ou je ſuis, 
je mourirois cent fois, fi je pouvois avoir autant de vies 4 
leparer pour ſupporter Thonneur, et la vertit, dont Jay 
te Cleve inſtruit, et ſuccè dez le berceau, je me fais, et 
| ferai une gloire de continuer ces ſentiments, Julques au 
tombeau. | 


Eufin 
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Enfin Monſieur je coupe court, vous etes ſenſible que 
vous m'avez injurie, mon honneur y eſt conpromis, vous 
avez noircy avec les couleurs les plus enfoncees, qui me j 
rougent juſques au fond de Tame; fatisfaCtion, et repa- 
ration, d'honneur je la demande de vous. Peſpere que 
vous blanchires mon innocence que vous avez pretendũ 
detruire, ſans diſcretion, vous jugeres par la ſans m'ex- 
pliquer d'avantage mes intentions; vous avez des moyens 
a rendre Vaffaire tranquille et ſans delay Peſpere que vous 
viendres a la concluſion, avant que les racines de cette 


ulcere, ne ſenfoncent et ne penetrent plus en avant, je 


ſuis en attendant votre reponce impatiement. 
Monſieur, | 
Votre tres humble et obedient ſerv, 
(Signs a Poriginal.) _ B. GILIBEK I. 
No. VII. EY 


N. B. Mr. Hodgſon's ſecond letter, dated 8th of ſaid 


Ar. Hod ſom i firſt Letter to Mr. Gilibert, dated th May, 1776. 


May, is entered in the Memorial, and both are 5 


authenticated by Mr. Gilibert. 
I HAVE been conſidering how far I ought to anſwer 


your letter, and find that conſiſtent with the conduct 1 


mean to preſerve it becomes me to ſay to you, 


That you ſeem to conſider what I wrote of you as un 


connected with other circumſtances on your ſide — Had it 
been the caſe, you might, Sir, have aſked me, why I 
meddled with you? But what I ſaid was in reply to your 


moſt extraordinary attack on me in Mr. White's State of 


Facts and Memorial. | 


Mr. White, indeed, has led me into one miſtake already; 


and every thing man could do to rectify it, I did. But 
in your caſe, Sir, | apprehend there has been no room for 
miſtake z for you was at home at the time, and Mr. White 
Pledges you according as a ready voucher for matters that 


did not happen. But, Sir, I ſpeak from memory uy ; 


and that of Mr. White's papers read and anſwered haſti 


two years ago. I have not copies of thoſe papers; nor 
never had-but for a few days, You can have them when 
| V you 


7 


. 
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you will; if you mean to be candid with me, pleaſe let me 
Go them, and I will point out to you that part that will make 
good what I ſay above, or readily ſubſcribe to my error. 
Your name 1s ſet either by delegation or ſufferance to 
the State of Facts or Memorial, I really forget which, to 
my miſbehaviour in neglecting your merits : you thereby 
oblige me to declare I was unacquainted with them: and 
pray, Sir, has the extreme diſtance you have choſe to be- 
have to me with in private, and your contributing to de- 
prive me of what was due to my public character, 
me an opportunity of ſeeing any? _ * 
Jou formerly met with advances of civility from me; 
and at no time have met the contrary; but when 1 found 
you militating againſt my ſtation, prompt 4 accuſation 
againſt me, and ready (as will appear by Mr. White) to 
vouch what had not happened, I thought myſelf at liberty 
to ſpeak my general opinion of a perſon who could do ſo, 
meaning to leave the juſtification of what each of us ſaid to 
the future judgment of the high official power before which 
the attack (firſt agitated by you) was made, and to which. 
I ſtill appeal. 6s o 
Our widely-different walks in life will, Sir, prevent my 
underſtanding more by your letter than that I ought to 
take off any aſperity in my expreſſing my opinion (for it is 
only opinion, not accuſation) of you, more than is neceſ- 
fary for a caveat againſt the attack made on me. Give up 
the attack, and your behaviour will thereby convince me 
I have been miſled, and I ſhall be ſorry for having wrote 
as I did, and will fatisfy you thereon; ſor I will not know- _ 
ingly do any man injuſtice — But even as it is, Sir, 1 
ſhould be ſorry the world ſhould conceive I meant to con- 
vey the atrocious character of you your letter to me of this 
date points out, for I declare I never meant or could any- 
wiſe have wiſhed to have ſet you out in the colours you 
expreſs, I am, Sir, your mott obedient humble ſervant, _ 
SJ ned) ROB. HODGSON, 
Black River, Moſquito-Shore, | | 
ITS May 5th, 1776. 5 25 
If you would like to have the matter canvaſſed by any 
gentlemen that can be found on the bank, unconcerned in it, 
1 will certainly agree to it. I ſhall be as well pleaſed at 
doing juſtice as at receiving it. . 
| . | No. VIII. 


allowed 
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No. VIII. 


Minute of Council, dated 23d September, 1776, authenticated 
b V Mr. Sandwith, Clerk to the Council, and fworn-to 
before Mr. Juſtice Stoddard. 


Black River, Moſquito-Shore, 23d September, 1776. 
I've Honourable the Council met this day at the Council- 
room agreeable to adjournment, 


F 
James Lawrie, Eſq. Preſident. 


George Hewm, | Philip Bode, 
James Home, John Gallen, Ely: 
John Lawrie, ( eg 2 *ſohn Pitt, b 


Daniel Hewlett, J 


The'following inſtrument of writing was this day ap- 
proved of and ordered to. be put on record, viz. 


WHEREAS John Ferguſon, Eſquire, late Superin- 


tendant for this Shore, did order and direct his Secretary, 
James Uſher, to record in the fourth volume of Records 
for this colony, page 23, a proclamation iſſued by him the 
ſaid John Ferguſon, Eſquire, the then Superintendant for 
this colony, dated the day of February, 1776, ap- 


pointing the time and place for electing a Council for this 
colony; which book of records was afterwards taken away 


from ſaid John Ferguſon, Eſquire, Superintendant as afore- 
ſaid, in a ſecret and clandeſtine manner, and was not de- 
livered unto him until ſome time in July laſt, when he re- 


ceived the ſame from Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire; AND 
WHEREAS it appears to this Board that Robert Hodgſon, 


Eſquire, did ſtyle himſelf Superintendant of this Shore, 
when he was not ſuch, and did order one Andrew Riddle, 


as his ſecretary, to record ſeveral papers in ſaid fourth vo- 
lume of records, the firſt of which records bear date the 


1ſt day of April, 1776, page 24, the laſt of which records 


bear date the 23d day of July, 1776, page 76, it is noto- 
Tiouſly known to this Board that the ſaid "Robert Hodgſon, _ 


Eſquire, had left Black River on or about the faid 1ſt day 


John Pitt, Eſq. ---This is the gentleman whom Mr. Hodgſon 
prevailed upon to give him the letter diſclaiming his having ſigned 
the Memorial and State of Facts on 11 November, 1773, as ſet 
forth in his Appendix, No. 75—That letter ſhews Mr. Hodgſon's - 
addreſs ; and this Minute of Council demonſtrates Mr, Pitt's true 


of 


- ſentiments of Mr, ane 


* ” — — * 


CT en —— — — 


toon bn. noe = 1 eng 

«+ et a rags age 8 Nee — 

22 öÄà—A—̊tᷣñ— AR Ss. 
— 


— — — 


_— Y 


Y 
15 
* 
þ 4 
** 
19 
* 
1 
I 
OY 
$2 
1 
% 
h 
4 
* 
* 
5 
43H 
x #} 


—— 


— 


— 


” 2 N 1 
5 W p Y , 
Go a r ett CESS 


Dann igs; 222; : Bk Lt Ons 


CT — 
2 > — £0 Pos * = 
« 
* ” - 3 ” 2 1 © 
— . R D p 2 2 ; — — — . . 
— 3 15 * N 2 en b * b 5 — — — — — . — 2 2 3 . Fa * * 
Ne 6 p 1 4 : ! — — AF e — — 
E ST _— — — _ — — —— — — — — — ——_— 
— x 1 — — 0 » _— — SIO — 2 —ů——5ß5ß5— — - — 
. ä 4 * a I — — e — I: — | YT * 


„ RE” IF 
ee 
n 
— r 


"2 - } 


of April, 1776, in company with John Pitt, Eſquire, and 
did not return for ſome days after ; it is therefore the opi- 
nion of this Board, that he the faid Robert Hodgſon, 
Eſquire, had theſe records dated fo early in April in order 

to avoid, if poſſible, coming under the cenſure of a Pro- 

teſt iſſued by John Ferguſon, Eſquire, the then Superin- 

tendant ; which Proteſt is recorded in the firſt page of the 

fifth volume of Records for this colony, which Proteſt this 
Board highly approves of, and do condemn the proceedings 
of the ſaid Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, (in detaining the 
faid fourth volume of Records from the ſaid John Ferguſon, 


Eſquire, Superintendant as aforeſaid, and from the in- 
ſpection of the public) to be tyrannical, arbitrary, and 


illegal: and this Board do declare that all and every record 


ſo recorded at the deſire of ſaid Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, 
| {from the ſaid iſt day of April, 1776, to the 23d day of 


July, 1776, beginning at page 24, and ending at page 
76) to be illegal, and are hereby declared to be null and 
void to all intents and purpoſes whatfoever 
Black River, * ge: | | 
Mofanito-Shore, F = | 


PERSONALLY appeared before me, Joſhua Stoddard, 


Eſq. one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid 
Shore, Ralph Bentham Sandwith, who, being duly ſworn 
on the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty God, depoſeth and 
ſaith, that the foregoing Minutes of the honourable the = 
Council are true copies, taken from the books of the ſaid 


Council by this deponent ; and farther this deponent faith 


28 (Signed) | „ 
1 3 AK. B. SAND WIT, 
S worn before me, Clerk to the Hon. the Council. 


this 26th Feb. 1779 


JOSHUA STODDARD. 
5 V A 5 
Mr. and Mrs. Hodg ſon's Power of Attorney, 1 5th Juh, 1776. 
Extrafted from the Records at Black River, by Mr. Young, 
Secretary under the Council Seal, 28th February, 1779. 


5 | Recorded by order of Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. Superintend- 


ant of the Mofquito-Shore, the 23d July, 1776. 
KNOW all men by theſe preſents, that we Robert 


1 Hodgſon, Eſq. and Elizabeth Hodgſon his wife, of Black 


River 3 


( 143 


River, Moſquito-Shore, conſidering ourſelves as natural 750 


uardians to our beloved children, viz. William Hodgſon 
and Robert Hodgſon, our two ſons, and Martha Maria 
Hodgſon and Elizabeth Ariadne Hodgſon, our two daugh- 
ters, all four now with us, and who are poſſeſſed of pro- 
perty of their own (which we are all going to leave on the 
Moſquito-Shore), as may farther appear by a deed, or ſeal, 
or gift, to ſome or all of them, executed and dated on 
13 22d, 1773, by their aforeſaid mother Elizabeth 

odgſon, and recorded in the fourth volume of Legal 


Records, folio 4; alſo by another deed of ſale or gift, 


dated March the 3oth, 1776, executed by the aforeſaid 
Elizabeth Hodgſon, and recorded in the aforeſaid volume, 
_ folio 67; and alſo by another dced of ſale or gift to them, 


executed and dated the 7th June, 1776, by their father 


Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. and recorded in the fourth volume 
of Legal Records, folio 68 and 69, do hereby ſeparately 
and jointly, as natural guardians to our faid four children 
Willian, Robert, Martha Maria, and Elizabeth Ariadne, 


_ ordain, conſtitute, and appoint James Uſher and John 


Pitt, Efqrs. and Alexander Thoms, gent. all of Black 
River, Moſquito-Shore, aforeſaid, true and lawful attor- 
nies for us and in our behalf, giving and hereby granting 
to the ſaid James Uſher and John Pitt, Eſqrs. and Alex- 
ander Thoms, gent. or any two of them, full power and 
authority for us, and in our name, and for the uſe of our 
aforeſaid four chidren William, Robert, Martha Maria, and 
Elizabeth Ariadne, to aſk, demand, ſue for, and by all 
lawful means to recover and receive of and from any per- 


ſon or perſons whatever on the Moſquito-Shore, whom it 


doth, ſhall, or may concern, all and every ſuch ſum or 


ſums of money, goods or effects, both real and perſonal, 


or of any nature whatever, as now, are, or ſhall be at any 
time owing to, or belonging to them, by any manner of 
mode or means whatſoever, and upon recovery or receipt 
thereof, to give lawful acquittances, difcharges, or re- 


-ceipts ; and to examine, ſettle, adjuſt, and ballance, and to 


compromiſe, conclude, and agree all differences; and. 
to appearjin any or all courts of juſtice, and to defend 


and reply to all matters or cauſes touching the premiſes, 


and generally to act, do, and ſay, whatever ſhall be there- 
unto concerning, as amply and effectually as we or either 
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- of ue ; mipht. or could do in perſon N with power for 

one, two, or all of them to ubſtitute one or more attornies 

with the like or more limited power, and the ſame at 
pleaſure to revoke, ratifying and confirming all theſe our 
attornies ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, in the 
premiſes by virtue of theſe preſents. In witneſs whereof 
we have hereunto ſet our hands, and affixed our ſeals, at - 
Black River, on the Moſquito-Shore aforeſaid, this fifteenth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven - 


in. and ſeventy-ſix, _ | 

ROBERT HODGSON, (L. 5.) 

OE ELIZ. HODGSON. (L. S.) 

Signed, ſealed, and de- LOR. 
livered in the pre- 


ſence of | | 
| ANDREW RIDDELL. 2 


Moſquit-Shor, f. 


_ THIS day Andrew Riddell ned before me, 0 one of 
bis Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the Moſquito- 
Shore, and being duly ſworn on the Holy Evangeliſts, de- 
poſes and ſays, that he ſaw the ſaid R 4 —5 Hodgſon and 
Elizabeth his wife ſeal and deliver the within inſtrument 
of writing as their act and deed, and that he in their pre- 


ſonce did witneſs the lame. ; 

| TIS, AN DREW RIDDELL. 

. Sworn before me, this V 

23d day of July, 1 776, 
P. BODE. 


. 1 


1 $ Ole, Black Aloe, Moſquito- 
Shore, the 28th February, 1779. 


This i is to certify that the foregoing is a true and exact 
copy from the Public Records, out of the fourth volume 
(that was detained by Robert Hodgſon, Eſq.), from pages 

17 75% and 76, extracted this day at the deſire of James 
TLawtie, Eſq. his Majeſty's Superigtendant for ſaid Shore. 


* (Signed) - YOUNG, Sec. 
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